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The Funeral Bell,

R

Knell! knell! knell ! ! :
Rings through the air the funeral be

Fraught with ¢ 1d woe,

Now high, now low-

Tolling so mournfully

Tolling so lorntully
Deep-toned, grief-toned, SOrrow ful bell!

Knell ! knell ! knell!
Peal the sad notes of the funeral hell;
Dismally—drearily —
Ever so wearily,
Float the sad tones
Feho'd inmoans,
Down the dark dome of the funeral bel

Knell! knell ! knell!
Ever the same sad story to tell,
Just a lone bier—
Moemory's tear
shroud them in dust
sinful and jnst!
Peal the sad notes of the funer 1 hell

Knell! knell! knell!
Dirges of woe the heart knows so we 11,
Tolling on high
Tolling each sigh
1ithems of gloom,
Psalms from the tom!
Deep toned, grief-toned, sorrowful bell!
Belleville, Ont, T. O'"HAGAN.

"THE APPARITIONS AT
KNOCK.

A LIST OF THE PERSONS CURED.

ANOTHER PROTESTANT JOURNAL'S STORY.

(From the London Daily Telegraph Corres-
pondent.)

Roscommon, Feb, 26.—1 am going to
tell an extraordinary story, whic h needs a
word of preface. Since it has to do with
the supernatural and miraculous in relation
to a particular form of religious belief, and
is, thercfore, certain of eredit from some
without thought, and equally sure of
rejection by others without examination,
I shall do well, in my character as simple
narrator and witness, to avoid siding with
cither party. It will bemy care to express
1o opinion on the matter in hand, no
even to suggest that I have formed one;
the more becanse, from the very nature of
the case, what any one thinks about it is
neither proof nor disproot. Further, I do
not mean to piece together fragmentary
evidence and obseryation in order to make
up an article whole. I shall narrate

A PLAIN, UNVARNISHED TALE,
just as the details came to me, and for the
Test disclaim responsibility. Some time
ago a rumor began to spre ad through Ire-
land that superna:ural manifestations had
taken place at or near the Catholic chapel
of Knock, in County Mayo. It wasstated
that an apparition of the Virgin Mary,
attended by celestial personages suppose d
to represent St oseph and St. yhin, had
appeared to several persons on a cert i
night in August; subsequently to oth
on New Year's Eve, and a third time, to
yet others, on the eve of the Epiphany.
The report excited a good deal of attention,
and presently found its way into  the
newspapers, a Tuam journal being the
first to publish it to the world, followed
by the Nation, which sent down a spec ial
correspondent charged to collect evidence
from the witnesses. But this was not all.
A further rumor stated that miracles of
healing were frequently wrought upon
sick persons who make pilgrimages and
performed devotions at the favored
shrine, that miraculous virtues were pos-
sessed by the very plaster from the walls
of the churel, and that the faithful were
crowding in ever inereasing numbers to
the place thus suddenly  da ed from
obseurity into fame. Qo matters stood
when, in discharge of a mission conne ted
with Irish distvess, I found myself at Clave-
morris, a little town about six miles from
the much-talked-of village. It became

my duty thereto seck an interview with |

the parish priest—the Very Rev. Ulick J.

Bourke, Canon of Tuam, and the late |
a |

President of St. Jarlath’s College --
gentleman well known to philologists
the author of a learned work on the

Arvan origin of the Gwlic race. Canon |

Bourke, having acted on a commission ap-
pointed by the Archbishop of Tuam to
take the evidence of those who asserted
that they had seen the apparitions, was

well able to put me in the way of ascer- |

taining particulars for myself, and, within
an hour of my introduction to him, I was
face to face with one of the persons who
deposed to the August vision. This was
a 1ln-\' of 14 years of age, named Hill- a
bright, intelligent little fellow, who told
his tale clearly and simply. [ shall put
Hill’s statement in the first person, with-
pledging myself, however, to literal exact-
ness, and promising that the narrative was
not continuous, but frequently interrupted
hy questions needless to repeat here: I

sometimes go out to the bog for turf, and |

did <o

ON THE DAY OF THE AUGUST APPARITION,
taking my little brother with me. When
night came on T went into the house of a
relative not far from Knock chapel. It
was raining hard, and very dark. While
there some one (naming him) ran in and
said, “Oh, come up to the chapel and see
the Blessed Virgin agamst the wall I

We all ran up, and saw the end of the |
chapel covered with light. At first we |
stood against the wall of the yaud, but |

presently we got over and went close up
to the gable. Then we saw the Diessed
Virgin standing like a statue so (lifting
his 1ds and eyes); on her right was St.

left St. John, dressed like a bishop, his
left hand holding a book, his right raised
with two fingers pointing upwards.
Above, and to the left of St. John,
was an altar with! a lamb on

it, round which moved what seemed to be |

the wings of angels, whose heads and
bodies I could not s We stood and
looked at the figures a long time, and my
little brother cried out that he wanted to
take them home. They did not move,
but lights kept playing about the wall.
Presently, there were ten or twelve of us
looking, and we all knelt down and  said
<Our Father’ and ¢ Hail, Mary !* Then,

whien standing in front of the figures, and
cannot say whether any light was
seen except on the wall.” Having told
this story in the manuer already described,

Hill departed, and presently a lad “was
brought in who witnessed the appearance
.in his company. The new-comers state-

ment did not agree in every detail with
that of his predecessor, hut

QUBSTANTIALLY BOTH WERE IN ACCORD.
He, for cxample, saw no “angel’s wings”

\
fluttering vound  the lamb, but lights

twinkling like stars. It

Joseph hending towards her, and on her |

as
the rain kept on and we were very wet,
we went away. 1 did not look behind me

to be

that, though the rain
chapel, the wall on whi
remained dry,  To the

figures look as though tl

preture this witness replied, “N they
stood out from the wall like statues, and
W emed to see round them.” To th
further tion, “Was tl ligl

gabli rele 7' he answered \ it
covered the wall,”  On the morni fter
my interview with the carly wit

of the ally marvel, 1 accepted (
Bowrke’s invitation to drive over
Knock and see the place myself, The six
miles of road leading thither wenr it

lonely, 1t was market day in Clavemon
and the small farmers who abound in that
part of Mayo were hastening townward
with a multitude of asses b t
potatoes, 01 hay for sale
rates now “ruling.”  But 14
we met or passed were not on marketing

intent, Soine had an “ up-all-night”
[u.llulxu'.'nui. indeed, had been k

vigil in the chapel to which w
hastening; while others, going on the

way as ourselves, moved haltingly or

oot, or swiftly m cars, 1n weh
miraculous deliverance from the ills they
suffered,  The country thereabouts is 1 n-
interesting. It stretehes west and east, n
long undulations withont  variety o1
charm. On reaching the summmit of one of
the gentle vises; a tall square tower -
]rv‘ll<’1 above the next eminence, and
signalized our approach to Knock.  Th
modest cottage of the parish priest, Arch-
deacon Cavanagh, lies in the intervening
hollow: but before reachi eller
passes a thatehed and whit
ing-house, bearing the di
of a police barrack, O
THE STALWART OF THE “ROYAL IRISH”

chanced to be standing in the road as wi
drove up, and he Canon Bowrke introdue-
ed as a witness worth heari The police-
man cheerfully came round to my side of
the car and told his story, in effect a
follows: “On a certain night (uamed),
about twelve o’clock, 1 and a comrade set
out on patrol, our road taking us past th
chapel. When opposite the building we
saw people, and heard the sound of pray-
ing round and

g, s0 we went in to look
certain that all was right.  Down to tha
time, though others professed to have
witnessed the apparitions, wi had not.
On woing round to the east gable some
one cried, ‘There is the light!” and ther
both I and my comrade saw the church
covered with a rosv sort of brightness,
through what seemed to be stars appear d.
[ saw no figures, nor did my comrade, hut
solne wolnen \\11-' wert l'l.(\ my Y]l' e dee
clared that they beheld the Blessed Virgin,
and one went mnearly frantic in conse-
(uence We stood and  watched  the
light for some time before we started
igain rounds.”  “How do you
explain the light 77 “ 1 can’t explain
“Did you look round to see where it came
from?” “1 Did; but every thing was dark.
There was no light anywhere except on
the gal Lhus the policeman, who
offered to produce his cowrade in cor-
roboration. Leaving him, we drove to
the cottage of the parish priest, and found
him in his garden, whither he bad gone,
perhaps, for relaxation after —getting
through the multitude of letters that reach
him by every post.

ARCHDEACON CAVANAGH IS REPUTED
along all the country side asa man of
simple piety, gentle manners, and a man
of retiring disposition.  This character is
justified by his appearance. He at once
makes a favorable impression, and is
about the last man in the world whom a
stranger would look upon and suspect of
anything but straigl tforward honest con-
duet.  The very reverend gentleman gave
his visitors a cordial welcome, and soon,
in the little parlor of the cottage, I heard
all that he could tell about the visions and
miracles, in which he believes with un
(uestioning and reverent faith. As to
the visions, the Archdeacon said, in effect:
“On the night of the first apparition my
housekeeper asked leave to visit a friend,
and remained out unusually late.  While
wondering what had become of her, she
made her appearance in a very excited
state, exclaiming, “Oh! your reverence,
the wonderful and beautiful sight! The
Blessed Virgin has appeared up at th
chapel with St. Josepli and St John, and
we have stood looking at them this long
time. Oh? the wonderful sight!” In-
ferring that the vision had disappeared,
and omitting to question my housekeeper
on that point, I did not go up, and 1
have recretted ever since that 1 omitted
to doso. On another occasion a "mes-
senger was sent down to fetch me. 1T wa
in bed, after a fatiguing day, and, having
a prospect of hard work on the morrow,
I did not rise. This manitestly appears
as a trinmph of the flesh over the spirit.
T shall ever feel sorry that a sight of the
apparitions has been denied me, but God
may will that
THE TESTIMONY TO HIS B

PRESENCE
shonld come from the simple faithful, and
not through the priests, Though 1 have
not witnessed the Divine manifestition, 1

e
t

ESSED MOTHER'S

have seen the light, and once, when |

standing at some  distance  from the
rlmr-l, in company with others, a most
hrilliant star flashed along the gable, leav-
ing a train of radiance.” Questioned
to the miracles, the Archdeacon said: “I
will show you a long list of cures effected
Dy the Divine interposition, and can tell
you of one iy which [ was an agent.
Some little while ago 1 received a ‘sick
call,’ late at night, to a man who was said
to be vomiting blood, and in extreme
danger. Hastening to the house, at-
tended by a boy with a lantern, I met the
father of the patient coming to hurry me,
in distress lest 1 should be too late.  On
reaching the cottage I found the young
man covered, so to speak, with blood,
and appearently very nea death, but
conscious.  After ministerg to him, 1
called for a glass of water, sprinkled on it
a few particles of mortar from the gable-
wall of the chapel, and bade him drink.
He did o, at onee began to recover, and is
now well, Tean speak of other cases, but
especially of a man who came from Cork
afflicted with a polypus, which extended
into hiz windpipe, and, so said the sur-
geons, required adangerous ope ration; he
was there performing his devotions fo1
several days, and then, to his astoni h-
ment and joy, expelled  the abnormal
growth—I saw it—and returned cured.”
The archdeacon next showed me his list of

| “miracles,” from which T gueted

A FEW SPECIAL CASES.
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d gone to visit fricnd, 1t wa
very dark when 1 set sut to return, =om
one came with me, Our way took 1
past the church, and, on reaciil enidd
f the building, we saw a ligl n th
wall, and the figure of the Bl 1 Virgit

nding in the middle of ity alittle ab
the ground.” I'he honsckeeper”
ription of the figures agreed in the man
with that of other witnes md need
not be repeated She continued: “We
went close up and fell o our kne

" woman wanting to
Blessed Virgin's feet. We
time, although it was raining

1d his reverence what 11 1 I'l
ficures did not look like sein a pict
but like statues, No light was visible any
where else.” Leaving the housekeeper t
her duties, and meeting at the door a ma
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g
returning, the two priests and myselt wen
up the road toward the chape

the famous ga before us the whole way.
[ saw that, for full half its height, it had
been boarded over, a measure nece
the Archdeacon told me, to protect the
wall, since the people after having remov-
ed the covering of plaster, b to pick
the morter beneath the stones, as, indeed,

| they are now doing round the corners,

where nothing prevents, My first 1
ness was, of course, to take,
Runsby would say, “the bearings”

1
place.

[HE CHAPEI
a plain eruciform building, having
tall, square tower at its west end, and at

opposite extremity asacristy. Itis on th
aable of the sacristy, at the far cast end of
the building, that the figures are said to

have appeared. The chapel stands in a
rather extensive yard, which is |
opposite the gable, a distance from i
twenty-five paces, by a dilapidated wall
about four feet high, Beyond thisisa larg:
field and the open country, Within the
vard, a little to the north angle of the

sable of the low wall, stands a school-
house, its gable divectly facing toward
the Obviously, therefore, if the ap-
pearance said to have been seen on the

chapel-wall were
DUE TO A MAGIC-LANTERN,

the operator, supposed he could have
focussed his picture at such a distance,
must haye taken post behind the low stone
wall; or, if stationed in the school must
have thrown the image on the ‘screen’ at
a very considerable angle. The wall
lhwvll\ nay be dismissed, because over its
tumbled stones the first witness passed to
get a nearer view, and the glare of the
Tantern would at once have been detected
Ly the observant policeman. There re-
mains the notion of a manipulator station-
edin the school-house, 1 gave my best
attention to the windowless gable of that
building, and could find no sign of a hole
or crack from chimmey to foundation.
Gioing inside among the children, to look
at the wall from that point of view, the
plaster seemed untouched, and the rooftoo
much open to admit of a man working
betweer its apex and what there was of a
eiling. In the result, and despite a wi h
to explain the wonder naturally, 1 was
obliged to conclude that the e ported ap-
paritions, however caused, ¢ ould not have
been, and

IHEREFORE WERE NOT DUE TO A MAGIC

LANTERN.

| With any theory not, determinable by a

reforence to considerations absolutely
po-itive, such as those just touched upon.
[ have nothing now to do.  Monday and
Thurs-days are the times when Knock is
overwhelmed with pilgrims, many thou-
sands being ﬁwl\\l‘lll y present at once, hut
ted,
and it assuredly afforded anextraordinary
speetacle Jast Wi dunesday.,  About ten
paces from the gable stands a small roughly

| constructed pen, wherein pilgrims who no

longer require the aid of sticks or erutches

deposit them before leaving. Scores of |

these discarded props to tottering feet were

| lying there; and a few others, besides two

very battered umbrellas, were suspended
from the boards that protected the sacr il
wall. Tt is needless to say that the wall
itself, boarded though it he, excites the
utmost reverence. I saw a score of peo-
ple kneeling before it repeating prayers,
some of them knowing the spot on which
they believed the Virgin appeared; wiile
others had brought sick children, upon
whom they livished attention in theinter-
valsof devotion.  Other rain, wandered
round and round the chapel, telling theiy
Yeads as they went—
AN ACT OF FAITH,
<0 1 was assured, altogether self-imposed.

Yet others mostly afilicted with diseases

stood about in the road or enclosure, wait
ing, like some at the Pool of Bethesda

long ago, ‘for the moviug of the waters.”
\ and day they wait, filling the chapel

Nigu
during the dark hours, and praying ther

& that the sound of their voices can b

heard far down the road. At least 200

persons were in the sacred edifice when |

entered,  The interior is poor of aspect,
Bevond the unpretending altar, and two

or three small windows filled with staine

glass there are no attemps at decoration,
Bridget Nearney, of Sortkestown, blind | and very ineflective one
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PROSELYTISM IN IRELAND.
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