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A DISCARDED ARGUMENT.
o ——

No point was more elaborated by the Graln Grow-

than the enormous Cost of protection

to the people of Canada. It was declared that in every

ulaeturers added the customs duty to thelr

ers’ deputation

cage the man

ewn prices Taking the figures of Importation and
manufacture for the census year 1905, they showed
that the {mports of agricultural implements were
$1,503,914 and the duty thercon at 20 per cent, $318,782,

and they argued that as the value of implements manu-
factured for home use Was $10,491,919, therefore 20 per
cent. thereof, or $2,098383 was exacted as a tax from
the farmers by the manufacturers.

Applylng the same methods to leather, boots and
concluded that in that one

shoes, and cement, they

year on the four commodities mentioned above while

$989,1¢8 was pald in duties to the covernment, §12,27%,
146 had gone to the manufacturers On the total
manufactured output in that year that calculated that
$190,000,000 had been pald by the Canadian consumers
&8 & tax to the manufacturers over and above the prices
that, but for the duty, would have been charged.

Sir

This argument dates back to the time when
well-

Wiltrid and Sir Richard, the two doughty and
galaried knights of the preseut cabinet, were wandering
tn the less comfortable and profitable paths of opposi-
tion Then they invented this specious argument and
enforced it with vigorous and eloguent oratory. in
the House of Commons in 1895 Sir Richard declared:

“So far as & tariff is protective, the measure of taxation

“WHAT DID THEY DO WITH THE MONEY?"
It 18 entirely characteristic of the Times as an
organ of the local Opposition that on noting the Hazen
Government's satisfactory statement of the finances of
the province, as embodied in the Auditor General's re-
port, it should p! d the , “What did they
do with the money?"
That the organ of a gang of spendthrifts who wasted
the resources of the province on their friends and
supporters, winked at all kinds of mal-practices in the
collection of revenue, and allowed the roads and bridges
to go to rack and ruin, should fail to grasp the fact
that there can be such a thing as an honest admin-
istration in ‘provincial affairs, is not difficult of com-
prehension.
The Times offers no criticism worthy of the name,
but darkly hints that the Auditor Qeneral’s report does
not tell the whole story. “Diligent inquiry” it adds,
“will discover items of expenditure that will make the
boasted surplus fade away and disappear.”
Mr. Clifford Robinson and his friends in the role
of watch dogs of the treasury will present a new and a

diverting form of entertainment. Should Mr. Robin-
son need any pointers we doubt not his friend and former
colleague, Mr. Pugsley, could supply them. None
knows better than the Ex-Attorney General of the prov-
ince the most approved methods of concealing over
drafts in suspense accounts. And when it comes to
detecting any juggling with the people’'s money the
Leader of the Opposition could have no better tutor
than a magician who, although the finances of the
Central Railway passed under his control, professes to
be unable to ateount for the disappearance of $130,000
into thin abr!

All of which suggests that the Times would be better
employed in directing its inquiries among its own par«
ticular friends. What did THREY do with the money?

ot

WHEN THE UPPER BERTH I8 LOWER.

The announcement that the Pullman Company will
make a reduction of 20 per cent. in its prices for all
upper berths in Canada on the Grand Trunk and Grand
Trunk Pacific lines, and that Canadian companies gen-
erally will probably make an equal concession in the
near future, will be hailed with delight by the travelling
publie. When the principle of a lower price for an
upper berth is established for all time it will be the

occasion of especial and universal joy.
It must be admitted, however, that the change will
cause the disappearance of many of our most familiar
travelling characters, It Is to be feared, for instance,
that we shall never see again the large two-fisted in-
dividual who “can never sleep a wink in an upper
berth.” Along with him will go the important per-
gon who “must have a lower or nothing, sir,” and we
may even miss the woman who “can’t bear to climb
up into the horrid thing."”
In their places will come a unew brand of travel
We shall have the valetudinarian, who, after
studying the new rate card, will ‘declare that he “must
have the fresher air which characteristic of the
upper berth” We shall make the acquaintdnce of
the travelling man who has Just discovered that he
sleeps better “because of the rocking motion of an
upper;"” and we shall encounter the lady who thinks
a4 lower berth “not sufficiently retired.”
In other words there will be once more a human
and humorous illustration of the vast influence of econ-

lers

is

“is the total consumption of lhmported goods plus the
vpoods manufactured under that tariff in the country
“Where those goods ure double the amount imported,
“the tax will take $2 out of the pockets of the people
“for $1 1t puts into the treasury; where the
“goods produced in the country under the tarift
four, or five, times the amount of goods imported, then
you may fairly conclude that it will take four or five
“times more out of the pockets of the people than it
“puts into the treasury. We import cottons to the
“value of $4,000,000 and manufacture to the value of
“$10,000,000. This makes a total consumption of $14,
000,000, the which, we pay a duty of
*$5,600,000, of which the revenue receives only $1,140,-
000 As with cottons, so with all manner of articles.”

Summing up his argument he came to his famous
conclusion that in sixteen years ending 1895 the national
policy had in taxed the people of Canada
$1,000,000,000! argument Sir Wilfrid gave
full adhesion.

Fifteen years afterwards Sir Richard
frid, now fourteen years in office, sit in
and listen to a re-statement of
and discarded arguments repeated with something of
their own old time vehemence and force. Is it any
wonder that these two gentlemen smiled inwardly at
the efforts of the belated western logiclans, such ex-
perienced sinners, long since happily converted from
the error of their ways?

The whole argument, whether used in 1895 by Sir
Wiltrid and Sir Richard, or in 1910 by the Grain Grow-
ers, is based on assumption and not on fact. its ab-
gurdity is shown by the logical consequence that would
follow from the calculation, If in one year 1905 the
manufacturers taxed and received from the people as
excess price for their products the sum of $190,000,000,
it would mean that for the fifteen years since 1805 the
consumers of Canada had paid the manufacturers over
and above the profit price of their products more than
$2,000,000,000. This would make the owners of 1,000
manufacturing establishments, if we had so many, the
happy possessors of $3,000,000 each, or of 3,000 estab-
lishments, if there were that many, each a millionaire,

“As with cottons so with all manner of articles,”
said Sir Richard. Suppose we take wheat. In 1895
60,000 bushels were imported and the duty paid at
15 cents per buShel was $9,000, But the wheat pro-
duced for consumption in the country in 1805 was $40,
000,000 bushels. Therefore, by this logic the counsum-
ers of wheat fn Canada pald $6,000,000 as & tax to the
wheat growers over and above whaf théy *would nave
pald had there been uo tax on wheat! t

The fact s that many considerations entér into
the question of whether prices to the home consumer
are heightened or lowered by the imposition of a pro-
tective duty. If there is no manufacture of the article
in the country, the duty on imports will add that much
to the price. If there is a brisk production of the
commodity in the country home competition will bring
down the price and will often cause the commodity to
be sold for the same that it could be imported, 'less
the duty. i !

In some cases the
cost of

every
are

on whole of

this way
To this

and Sir Wil
the seats of

power, their ancient

duty adds - part only to the
article. It is & common

omic law upon individual thonght and action It will
be revealed to the world in a long succession Of top-
heavy Pullmans swinging along through the night with
every low priced “upper” filled, and the more expensive
“lowers' vacant

THE STORAGE BATTERY,

The city of Toronto recently requisitioned one of
Edison’s new storage batteries for lighting purposes on
Charles street and observers united in declaring that
the illumination was striking and beautiful, It proved
not only its efficiency, says the Toronto World, but it
opened up a new chapter in the Book of Public Power
for the People.

Proceeding the World says:—"Public power through
the agency of the Edison Storage Battery can be taken
to the home, to the hamlet, far from the madding crowd,
days' journey from transmission lines and all their
fancied dangers. A York Township farmer can team
his load of hay into the city and return home with a
charged battery that will run his threshing outfit and
light his house. With the same battery his boy can saw
the cordwood, his wife milk the cows and the hired man
run the cider-mill.”

The storage battery may prove a blessing to the
rural parts of the Dominion. But if all these labor-saving
devices are coming with a rush, the people of Canada
will have barely time to figure out what their mission in
life will be before the storage battery, charged with
cheap power, proceeds to run the threshing machine, saw
the cordwood, milk the cows and attend to numerous
other functions now performed by mortal man,

Current Commment

(Sackville Post.)

A wellknown Fredericton lawyer recently brought
suit against James Crocket, manager of the Gleaner
newspaper of that city. After hearing all the evi-
dence, the magistrate dismissed the case, and now the
Malil, the organ of the Liberals in that city, declares
the magistrate’s decision is a “judicial scandal and that
the Hazen Government is responsible for it.” If the
heavens should fall, some of Mr. Hazen’s political op-
ponents would blame him or his government for the
disaster,

(Toronto Mail and Empire.)

The Liberal gathering at St. Cesaire, In Ronville,
on Saturday was the first of Minister Brodeur's meet-
ings for the educating of the Quebec people on the
questions of the navy. It is to be feared that the
speeches in which opponents of the naval scheme were
described as “snivellers,” “know-nothings” and “liars”
will lead the people to the conclusion that the in-
fluence of nautical life upon the language is not good.

(MHamilton Spectator.)

A Toronto scavenger man found 2,200 pleces of
silverware and china in the waste kitchen stuff he took
from (he King Edward hotel, He kept the stuff, and
when charged with theft, excused himself on the plea
that he had no idea he should have taken it back.
Some men seem to have particularly secommodating
congclences ou occasion.

-~

b =
(Bangor News.)

Dr. Wiley thinks it will be much better to kill the

boys on the football field than to permit them to grow

up as mollycoddles. We sssume that Dr. Wiley’s boys
through

The Seamen’s Institute was crowd-
ed to the doors last evening, when the
management gave their annual Christ-
mas entertainment to the men of the
sea. On each of the large plat
form there was a big Christmas tree
decorated in a gorgeous manuner, and
in the center was a plle of comfort
bags of all patterns and colors. Ban-
ners on the walls, streamers of bunt-
ing, and wreaths of evérgreen gave an
additional note of festivity to the
scene. An excallent - programme of
entertaining was carried out, and
there were brief speeches by Recorder
Baxter and Rev, R. A, Armsirong;
choruses by the mariners, coffee and
cakes, and a distribution of comfort
bags.

Recorder Baxter presided, and the
programme was as follows:

Piano Duet, Miss Gllchrist and
Miss Bullock; solo, Robert Seely;
reading, Miss Bartleti; solo, Miss
Gaetz; violin solo, Mrs., Dempster;
reading, C. L. Wise; solo, Frank
Smith.

The Christmas Message.
Rev. R. A. Armstrong then gave
a brief address. After remarking
that it had been reported that he had
delivered his address to the seamen
on the previous evening, he went on
to say that Christmas had its mes-
sage for the humble as well as for
those who lived in high places, In
fact it was the shepherds, a humble
class of men, often looked down upon,
though King David and many great
men were shepherds at one time,
who first heard the Christmas melszage
and the singing of the angels an«
nouncing the birth of the Christ child,
He hoped the sailors would remember
that Christ died for them as well as
for landsmen, and'  try to serve Him
by living upright and Christian lives,
Recorder Baxter then sald a few
words. He spoke of the good work
being done by the Seamen's Mission
and its president, R. Morton Smith,
and expressed the opinion that the
goclety would in a few yeards need
one of the largest buildings In the
city in order to provide adequate ac-

Y Choosing a design
in siiverware that
delights because
of its beauty and
attractiveness and

mas Gifts--Time Is Flying
Gis of Jewelry are of intrinsic value, they are lasting and
carry with them an expression of sentiment. Al
Our Xmas Showing

contains a host of choice articles which will meet this end
Come and see us and we will help you to make a selection.

- Ferguson & Page,

Diamond Importers & Jewelers, - 41 King Street,

nees
permit, until the
set is compiete, is
one of woman's
greatest plosuuo
in home making.
Why not start your
set with spoons or
forke?
9 We are showing
now some patterns
i of great attract.
iveness that you
can be sure will be
continued for years

to come.
.1 We will be glad to
' show you designs

and assist in mak-
ing selections,

sY8u Wil nng Extraordinary Phonograph Bargains

To enable us to take better care of our rapidly growing engine and water
supplies trade, we are closing out our entire line of phonograph goods,
and as we need the room at once, are offering bargains never before
heard of in this class of goods.

MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

GEORGE J. BARRETT, Prop.

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

Jewelers and Opticians.
21 KING STREET.
ST. JOHN, N. B.

WE HAVE A NICE LINE OF

Ladies’and Gents’ Leather Goods

PURSES, HANDBAGS PORTFOLIOS, ETC.
AN ELEGANT STOCK OF

Crane’s Celebrated Christmas Stationery
IN BEAUTIFUL BOXES.

BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince William Street,

12 Charlotte Street.

Xmas Fruits
Sweet Florida, Jamaica and Naval
Oranges, Green Grapes, Pineapples
and Bananas at.

CHARLES A. CLARK'S,
Phone 803, 18 Charlotte Street.

Oysters

The very choicest P. E. Island and
Buctouche for Christmas, at

J. Allan Turner,

commodation for the seamen calling
at this port. The recorder observed
that he had often been shipmates
with many of the men present-—com-
ing across in the ferry boat. Also
he had often listened with pleasure
to the jolly choruseg of the crews of
the shipping in the harbor, and he
thought that, like the souls of Kip-
ling's jolly, jolly mariners they would
sooner sing some of their sea songs

than listen to him.
Afterwards, while the ladies dis.
tributed refreshments and 460 com-

fort bags or sallor's house-wives, the
men sang a number of seasongs, and
the proceedings were bhrought to a

close by singing the National An-
them,
APOHAQUI.
Apohaqui, N. B, Dee, 28--Christ-
mas passed off v quietly in this

skating affording little amusement for
the young people,

The joy of giving was in evidence
to a greater extent than ever before,
The postmaster reports a record
amount of mail matter through his of-
fice.

(. B. McCready was host to his three
sons, Alfred K. MeCready, editor of the
Sackville Post, who was accompanied
by his wife and son, and Beverly and
Henry McCready, of Boston.

D. A. Hewitt, Dominion Government
architect, who is in charge of the new
post office building at Halifax, spent
Christmas as the guest of Horley 8.
Jones,

Mrs, MeWilliams of Harcourt, Kent
county, is visiting her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. 1. B. Humphrey.

(leo. Ellison, Mrs. Ellison and daugh-
ter, Flora, spent Christmas at Rothe-
say, the guests of W, T. Peters and
Mrs. Peters,

W. T. Little, proprietor of the School
of Telegraphy, Fredericton, with his
wife and daughter, spent Christmas
with David Little,

Colonel and Mrs, H. M. Montgom-
ery-Campbell went to Chatham yester-
day to attend the funeral of Mrs,
Campbell’s brother, the late Warren
C. Winslow.

Mrs. M. Fenwick left for Frederic-
ton last week to spend the winter
with her daughter, Mrs, Vanwart,

Miss Greta Hollett, of Sussex, spent
the holiday with her sister, Mrs. W, A,
Jones,

Irvine MacLaren and Mr. Wilson of
Upham, were in the village yesterday.

John MeAuley and wife spent
Christmas in Penobsquis, guests of
Mr. and Mrs. A. E. McLeod.

Aaron Gamblin, of St. John, s visit-
ing his brother, I. P, Gamblin, for a
few days.

Robert Boyley of Elgin, was the
guest of relatives here for Christmas.

E. C. Weyman, barrister, St. John,
spent Christmas with his parents, C.
W. and Mrs. Weyman,

The lumber eut in this vicinity will
be about an average one,

Jones Brothers will have their us-
ual drive in the Millstream.

A large number of men passed
through here yesterday and today, re-
turning to their work at the lu r
camps after their Christmas cel%ﬂnf
tions.

BARNESVILLE.

Barnesville, Dec. 27.—Miss Maud
Curry, millinér for Jones Bros., Apo-
haqui and Miss - Lillan D, Curry, of
the Provincial Normal school are

di their holid with their
parents, Mr, and Mrs, James A, Curry

Mr. and Mrs. Thetodore Titus and
family of St. John spent the holid

&Japuary 3rd.

village, the absence of sleighing and |=

We wish to thank
the public heartily
for the most pros-
erous year in our
istory.

We will begin our
44th year, Tuesday,

Greater Speed Greater Accﬁ%c,

UNDERWOOD'

STANDARD TYPEWRITER
- e ] [ ]

THE MACHINE YOU WILL EVENTUALLY 8UY,
The New Brunswick.

United Typewriter Co., Limited,

65 Brussels St.

;‘I—m up Main 71;8;41 w— ST. -IO"N, Nu Bo
G. W. WILLIAMS.
18 Waterico 8t.
Mate ow We Have a Few Pairs of
Heating
= Hockey Boots
out in shape f§|left which we are selling at our usuallow price. Remember we put
tor Winter | On skates free of charge while you wait.
SINCLAIR’S,

The Sun Life

FOR NEW YEAR’S DINNER
MEATS | VEGETABLES POULTRY
Assurance Co. of Canada|| Prize s==r. AIFR TOMATORS.  |TuRKEY.
Will support you In eld age or look || '~ VEAL. | SAULIZROIRAS, .- | SERAR:
after your famlly It you are pre- FRESH PORK, SPINACH. | DUCKS.
maturely taken away. It will HAMS. PARSLEY. | CHICKENS.
cost you comparatively BACON. LETTUCE. | FOWL,
little each year. || Phone. 543 F. E. WILLIAMS CO., LTD.
ASK OUR AGENTS FOR PRICES, '

Assets nearly $35,000,000.
G. C. JORDAN, Manager for N. B.

Clapboardsand Shingles

——AL8O—

'lubero_id_Roofing

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

COAL--$4.75 Per Ton--1400 Load $3.50

BEST GRADE - ALL PURPOSES
C. 0. D. or Cash withOrder -  Phone Main 1172

Murray & Gregory, Lid.

ST. JOHN, N. B. The Canadian Coal Corporation of N. B. Limited.

Grove, the guests of Mr. Thompson's
parents.

Our popular teacher Miss Ethel
Kelly has sent in her resignation
much to the regret of the rate payers.
Miss Florence Vail of 8t. Martins,
will return to her school No, 2 Prim-
rose.

Mrs. James Armstrong and little
son, who has been spending the last
month in Avenmore, are expected
home this week.

Miss (race Allaby, who has been
here professionally for the last twc
months, returned to her home in
Central Norton on Saturday,

Jobbing Department

Hams

Bacon--Breakfast, Short and Long Rolls.

with Mr, and Mrs. Robert Hastings,

Miss Theresa McDade arrived here
last week from Hoston and will spend
a month with her parents.

The lumbermen who came out of
the woods to spend Christmas are
leaving today to resume work.

Mizs Emma Kirkpatrick, teacher of
Mace Bay and Miss Bessie Kirkpat-
rick, who has been teaching at Mus-
quash will take up their work after
holidays at Pennfield, Charlotte county
They are both former teachers here
and thelr many friends are glad to
have them amongst them for a short

They are guests of their sister,
Mrs. J. Leonard Steele,

safely ; ball, if he happems to be the

Presentation to Pastor.
At the close of the weekly prayer
meeting in Waterloo street Baptist
church, last evening, Rev. F. H.
Wentworth was presented with a
handsome brass urn, the occasion be-
ing the pastor's birthday, J. 8.
Smith, clerk of the church, made the
presentation on behalf of the congre-
gation, Mr. Wentworth responded in
o fitting manner. ‘

‘U/N.B.ve. Y. M. C. A,

A basketball team chosen from the
V. N. B. students who are in town for
the holidays, will rlly a picked team
from the inte late league in the
Y. M, C, A. gympasium on Saturday

Lard--Cakes, Tins, Pail;.
Sausages--Baskets or Boxes.
Mince Meat--Tins, Pails, Tubs.

John Hopkins,

Mr; and Mrs,
spending

i Phone 133 - - - 186 Union Street.
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Maxwell—On Decer
wife of J. Herbe:
street, a son.
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Dunlep—Martha A,
Joseph A. Dunlo

Funeral from her
Coburg street, at
day, the 29th ins
request.

Walker.—~At 241 R
Dec, 27th, 1910,
late of Oxford, F
wife, four sons a
to mourn their lo

Bervices at St. Pa
today Thursday
Thursgday, beginni

Mott~—At Boston, o
B. Mott, widow

Mott.

Funeral on Kriday
the residence of
127 King street. |
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