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and tentacles in place of hands. But
this is all wrong, according to Griffith,
whose mythical hero, Loord Redgrave,
found the mooén “people” to more near-
ly resemble “blind, hairless apes, bald,
livid and grey.” While Edwin Pallan-
der, in “Across the Zodiac,” gives us to
understand that they have the bodies
of men and the heads of monkeys, and
are, morecover, thirty or forty feet tall.
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A FINE RACE.

Worst still are the

a veritable battle royal.
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\ HOW NOVELISTS HAVE

PEOPLED THE PLANETS

The late Mr. ‘George Griffith, in “A
Honeymoon in Space,”” has also intv
duced us to the Vcnusians as he con-
ceives them. They are ‘half bird, half
downy feathers
and they fly as easily, and as grace-
fully as they walk. On the other hand,
author of “To
the

Becides the earth, there are in the
golar system five other worlds that
night conceivably be inhabited by
gentient beings more or less remotely
akin to ourselves, Thes:> are: Venus,
Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, and the moon.
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DIFFERENCES OF OPINION.
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“To my min
“Diary of a Nobody,” “a wedding’s a
very poor play. There are only two
parts in it—the bride and the bride-
groom. The best man is only a walk-
ing gentleman. With the exception of
a crying father and a snivelling mo-
ther, the rest are supers who have to
dress well and have to pay for the in-
significant parts in costly presents.”

“AFTER YOU.”

Not long ago, for
his housemaid. All .through the cere-
niony the “groom” (in a double sense
in this case) kept saluting his master
on every possible occasion, while the
bride followed suit with a series of re-
spectful curcsies. At last the vicars
patience 'was exhausted by this ~ridi-
culous behaviour, and he rather sev-
erely told the bridegroom that he must
not. salute, but simply “answer after
me.” Then he continued, *“Wilt thou
have this woman to be thy wedded
wife, ete., to which the groom, mind-
ful of his caution and instruetion,
promptly answerad, “After you, sir.”

Equally amusing and more startling
was the denouement of a double wed-
doing which took place a few years
ago before a Paris mayor. Thie cere=
mony had scarcely begun w hen one of
the bridegrooms observed that his
lady-love was casting distinetly amor-
ous glances at the other
ner. This was more than monsieur
could tolerate, and he exploded wrath-
fully. “Madame, I believe that I, and
not this gentleman, have the honor to
be your affianced husband. Will you
therefore have the goodness to con-
fine - vour glances to me?” “Mon-
sieur is jealous,” was the indignant
answer. ‘A pleasant prospect indeed
for me.” Further angry words fol-
lowed; the other bridegroom champion-
ed the insulted lady; the men raved
and shook their fists at each other;
the brides went off into hysteries; and
finally the mayor, after futile attempts
to restore peace, adjourned the cere-
mony for half-an-hour,

CHANGED PARTNERS.

When at the end of this period the
parties returned to contiaue the inter-

that a startling transformation had
taken place. The bridegrooms had
arranged to change partners, to their
evident satisfaction.

Of another misadventure at the al-
tar, which he did not end equally hap-
pily, the following story is told. ‘When
a couple one day presented themselves
to be married at a North-country
church the bridegroom was SO hilar-
jously druni that the clergyman de-
clined to conduct the service, and
sent him home to get sober. A few
days later he returned to the altar in
the same condition, whereupon the
clergyman, seeing that it was of no
use to appeal to the bridegroom, told
the lady how wrong it was to allow
him to come to such a solemn service
in such a discreditable state. =1
hope,” he added gravely “you will not
bring him here again unless he is per-
fectly sober.” “But, sir,”’ protested
the bride, “I've tried; and he won't
come unless he’s drunk.”

ELTZVENTH HOUR.

Dean Pigou tells an amusing story
of a would-be Benedick who took the
precaution to get a friend to give him
a little preliminary coaching in the
marriage service. Whsther in g spirit
of mischief or in ignorance, the
friend rehearsed him carefully in the
office for holy baptism, with disas-
trous results, for when the officiating
parson asked him on the fateful day,
«wilt thou have this woman to be
thy wedded wife?” he answered gibly,
] did promise and vow three things
in my name. First that I would re-
nounce, ete.”

rupted ceremony, the mayor discovered |

instance, a York-
shire vicar was marrying his groom to |

lady's part-'

It was another bridegroom, a Lan-
cashire man, who, when this question
was put to him, answered with a pa-

ah’d rayther hev 'er sister.” And there
| are no doubt many who can Sympa-
| thize with this unavailable eleventh
i‘ hour repentance—among them  the
| Yorkshire farmer who, when called on
| to respond to the same query answer=-
ed with a sigh, which almost shook the
| church, “Yes; she's better than noan;

L kel b
thetic air of resignation to the inevit- antly produced the truant ring

able, “Ahm warned I must nah—but |

d,” says the author of a ter, and I be glad to get shut on her, I

can tell’ ye!” In another ca the
bride's father thought this an excellent
opportunity for a little spcech-mak-
ing; for, taking his daughicr's hand
and placing it Iin that of the bride-
groom, he said: “I give you iy daugh-
ter and charge you to be a good hus-
band to her and to take care of her.
She has been a good and dutiful
danghter, and will make a good wife.
Do your duty to her, and she will do
her duty to you.”

se

“BLESSED WORD.”

If there is one word in the marriage
service at which even the most amiable
bride is tempted to shy, it is that
“blessed word, obey,” as Canon Kings-
ley once called it. Some ladies boast
that they omit it altogether; like the
bride at whose nuptials the Rev. F. D.
Maurice once officiated. When the

ceremony was over she gaily confessed :

her sin of omission to the clergyman
in the vestry, ‘“‘and,” she said, “I call
you to witness, Mr. Maurice,
have no intention of obeying.”

“Ah, my dear young lady,” Mr. Mau-
rice answered, with a grave smile,
“You little. Know the blessedness of
obedience.”

In another case, 1o the question,
“Wilt thou obey him?’ 'the bride ans-
wered resolutely, ‘No I won't He said
I need not promise that and I never
will.” ¥or a long time the vicar-re-
mensirated in vain with the mutinous
young lady pointing out the neccessity
of repeating the words as part of the
appointed service. At last, however,
she gave a grudging and reluctant
consent; the e¢lergymar adds when
telling the story, “I am bound to ad-
mit that the word as she repeated it,
sounded suspiciously like ‘o-nay,’
which, of course, is quite a different
thing.”

NO MORE LIES.

More amusing is the story of that
negro bridegroom who, when the par-
son read the words, “Wilt thcu obey
him and serve him?” broke in excited-
ly “Read that again, sah! read it once
mo’, so's de lady kin ketch de full sol-
emnity of its meaning; I've been mar-
ried befo’.”

‘Go on, guv’nor,” said another bride-
groom, when his lady hesitated before
making this promise of obediencs,
“that’ll be all right. I'll make her;”
while a bride who was paying her third
visit to the altar is said to have re-
turned this startling answer, “I pro-
mised to obey my two last husbands,
and I never did, so I am not going to
tell any more lies.” And she didn't.

One of the many anticipatory, fears
that torture the average bridegroom
for days before the wedding is the con-
viction that he will either forget the
ring altogether or will be unable to find
it at the critical moment; and this fear
is not infrequently realized. In one
case, at least, the consequence were
serious. When the time came for the
rroduction of the ring the swain fum-
bled first in one pocket and then in
another, growing redder and more con-
fused every momernt, uniil the hor-
rible suspicion became a certainty—he
had forgotten to bring it! Meanwhile
ihe bride’s indignation had been grow-
ing quite as rapidly as his confusion;
and when she realized that the ring
had been left behind she burst out with:
«“There now, didn't I tell thee? Thou’d
forget -thy head if it weren’t screwed
on. Thoull have to fetch me as well
as t'ring now,” and, with a toss of her
bead she flounced out of the church—
and what is more when she returned a
few months later, it was with a dif-
ferent bridegroom.

AMUSING FEES.

Another groom, when asked to pro-
duce the ring, delayed the service sev-
eral minutes while he ransacked every
pocket in vain. His face grew longer
and longer at each ‘blank” he drew,
until, just wken he was reduced to the
verge of despair, he excldimed jubi-
lently, “Here it is;”” and, hastily re-
moving one of his boots. he triumph-
“You
must excuse me, sir,” he said as he
handed it to the clergyman amid gen-

| eral titters, “you seas it's so long since

. substitutes

but she isn’t the lass I wanted to wed.” |

RUSTIC SQUABBLE.

{ he produced a well-seasoned briar pipe !

I was married before!”

Some oblivious bridegrooms have
been obliged to have recourse to such
as chuich-keys, curtain
rings, or a circle cut from the finger of
a glove; and this was the fate which
threatened a bridegroom a few months
ago until, as a last desperate resource,

| from his breast pceket and found the

On their way to the church a rustic
bride and bridegroom had had a squab- '

ble, begun in jest and ending in earn-
est, as to which of the two should
clean the husband's boots, and
subject rankled in the latter's breast
| after the service had commenced. De-
| termined to have the matter settled
‘(:n(-e for all, before answering the
l question, oWwWilt thou have this woman
“u) be thy wedded wife?” the man
| turned to the lady and asked, “Now, is
| ta going to clean my boots, or isu't
| ta2” “Not I,” was the defiant answer.
| “Then I'se off home,” said the man,
and away he walked; and it was only
when the bride followed him and with
quite

she was

willing to attend to his foot-covering

the '

ring snugly tucked away in the bowl.
Many clergymen tell amusing stories
of the fees offerad to them by grateful
bridegreems, ranging from a sack of
potatoes and a young pig to a tip for

that 11

now, as it is cheaper.

Why not let MAGEE'S take care of
your FURS during the summer? We have
the best facilities for this work in the city.

We guarantee to store and insure Furs
against fire and moths for avery small charge.
~ Moths often do more damage than ten
times the storage pay will pay*for.

Phone 558 and we will call for your furs.

D. MAGEE’S SONS,

Manufacturing Furriers, - 63 King Street,
N. B.—If you have furs to be altered have the work don®

the Derby, which was actually offered
! not long ago to a North London curate
| by an impecunious sportsman; but per-
haps the most unconventional of them
all was that] of a tutcher who asked
the clergyman if ‘“he would mind take
ing it out in sheeps’ heads.”

“I AM SO LONELY.”

Dectifute London Woman Beaten in the
Struggle for Life.

o o

A letter of terrible pathos was read
at the inquest on Tuesday at Shore-
ditch on Helen Howse, a destitute wo-
man, between fifty and sixty years old,
who was found lying on the pavement
in Little Gray’s Inn-lane. She was
drenched by the rain, and died in the
infirmary. *

A sister iiving in Manchester wrote
io the coroner, enclosing the last letter
she had had from the dead woman.
It was undated and ran as follows:—

“My Dear Sister and Brother—Do
write me, as I am sc lonely. Are you
still alive ,or what is the matter? 1
have written to you so many times, I
don’t know what to think.

“I met Mr. W. the other day, and
he gave me a shilling, and told me I
could have a letter addressed to his
place (Gray's Inn-road.)

“My dear sister.—I do hope you and
Will and both the girls are well. God
bless you all is my prayer.

“I am often out all night, for D (her
husband) has been giving me so little
money, and I have been so ill that I
can hardly walk about. I have been
io him today, and got 8s., to iast till
Tuesday, but lodging is 7d- a night.

“}He keeps asking me not to take
warrant out for him. He will give me
more next wez2k, but he gets worse.

“Your loving sister, Helen Howse.”

Dr. Evans said that death was ac-
celerated by destitution and exposure.
The jury said that it was due to *“na-
tural causes.”—Lloyd’s* News,

STRENGTH OF OUR ARMY.

' e smme

Englishmen Preponderale in Service, But
Recruils are Fewer.

a

‘ (Lloyd’'s News.)

It ig gratifying to find from the Re-
port of the British Army, issued on
Monday, that Englishmen, despite re-
cent assertions to the contrary, still
form the vast majority of our troops.
According to the report, which comes
down to the year ending Sept. 20, 1907,
the full strength of the army is 232,154
non-commissioned officers and men. or
these England supplied 178,240, Scot-
lend 18,129, Ireland 22,836, and Wales
3,588.

For the twelve monihs under review
the number of recruits who joined the
regular army, excluding re-enlisted
men and those. for (olonial corps,
amounted to 34916, and for mili-
{ia to 28,575. These figures show a de-
c¢rease for the regular army of 1,494, as
compared with the previous twelve
months, while the total for the militia
shows a falling-off of 157.

During the past year 57,764 men were
medically inspected, and no fewer than
17,685 were rejected by the doctors. In
1606 there were 21,922 rejections out of
€5,128 inspections. While the rejections
on medical grounds have decreasefl
during the last three year, the ratio
to those inspected—30.09 per cent.—is
still seen to be very large.

In regard to the army reserve, owing
chiefly to the largo number of men én=
listed for three years who have passed
to the reserve, the strength has ine
creased very largely during the pas¥
twelve months, The total strength is
125,370, as compared with 110,606 1imv
1906; 94,770 in 1905; and 74,940 in 1904

The question of the provision of civil
employment for soldiers is, the report
says, in rather an unsettied state, ow«
ing to recent legislation, which imposes
the duty in future of P ding civil
employment upon the county
tions. TUntil the latter are in working
crder the old agencles for providing
employment will have to be de

" AMUSEMENTS.

The Eternal City.

s

I

Tonight and tomorrow night ﬁ
will present one of his great
Caine plays, “The Bternal City.” It
is safe to say there will be the usual
large attendances, and Mr. Brown has
succeeded in drawing his old admirers
out in full. Last night’s performalics
of “Raffles” was another great suc”
cess, having as large a house as the
opening Monday. ‘“The Christian” has
been selected for Saturday matines
and will be staged with all the sit«
tings that helped to introduce Mr.
Brown and his company in this city!
three years ago. A comedy-drama,
“By Right of Sword,” is the bill for
Friday and Saturday evenings.

June Brides Should See the Nickel's
New Show

The Nickel's leading picture for today,
and tomorrow is the scenic drama, The
Pretty Dairymaid, a story of unre-
quited love in the beautiful country,
Alsace-Lorraine. The coloring cf this
film is veritably a work of art and the
natural landscapes and sea effects somea
thing a photographic enthusiast would
go in raptures over. The second pice
ture is Dan Cupid And The June Bride,
a love affair that will charm the ladies.:
The Tale Of A Plain White Shirt will
remind you of little Jimmy, the slow
boy in the funny papers, whilst The
Angler is a flye-minute comedietta. Al-
together this is a strikingly strong dis-
play of motion pictures, the first two
mentioned being extreme novelties.
Miss Davis will again render ‘“Won’t
You Be My Honey?” and Mr. Maxwell
is to conclude the half week in ‘“The
Man Who Fights The Fire.” Orches-
tral novelties.

At the Unigque

Four pictures which were put on to~
day at the Unique are worthy of more
than passing notice. A Poor Man’s
Romance is the sad story of a poor
man who in addition to his poverty is
charged with theft and is unable to
prove his innocence. However, in the
end right conquers.

Gaston visits the Museum. This pic=
ture is a roaring comedy. Gaston vis=
its the Museum and is examining the
statues when they suddenly come to
life. He is invited by one of them for
a trip in an automobile, and is next
seen with his fair guide paying a visit
to the stars. He meets with an acci=
dent in which is back is bent, an
after repeated efforts to straighten 1t/
by hammering it with a sledge ham=/|
mer, he was put into a press and
weight of many tons allowed to fal
on it, which restored him to his naturs
al shape. j

The management wish to info
their many patrons that they ha‘:g
made decided improvements in thei
theatre during the past few days by
lowering the front seats and raising
the rear ones so that every person has
an unobstructed- view of e curtain,

USES IT EVERY SPRING
Mr. H. Langley; Hamilton,
Ont., writes: “f have used
Burdock Blood Bitters as a
spring tonic and find ‘it the
pest thing I can take. It
builds one right up -and I use
it every spring. It is excellent
for the blood.””’

SPRING MEDICINE

PURIFIES THE BLQOD
Mrs. Geo. Mason, Apohaqui,}’
N. B., writes: “I have used
Burdock Blood Bitters and it

is a splendid spring medicine.
1t purifies the blood and is the
gractest remedy in the world
for pimples and boils.”

named. Consequently it is as- regards |
this particular planet that speculation
In this direction has been most rife.

Scientists, as is their nature, are
cautious in the extreme. Professor |
Ball, for instance, will only admit that |
if oxygen be a constituent of the at-
mosphere of Venus, and if water be |
present on its surface, then, ‘““‘we may |
expect to find in that planet lite of a
kind perhaps analogous in some re- |
gpects of life on the earth.”

become inured by centuries of expos-
ure, as have ours. Dead, they appear
even more horrible than alive. In fact,
Mr. Wells has evolved in his Ma rtians
the .essence of a nightmare of things 4
horrible. | Strange libe
On the other hand, the eminent | the marriage service by the nervous or
French astronomer, M. Camille Flam- | illiterate. The following story illus-
marion, has made them out to be (in | trates, for example, what a startling
“Urania') but lttle lower than the an- | change in meanthg may resuit from
gels. “The inhabitants of Mars,” he | the mere cubstitution of one letier of
tells us, “are infinitely superior to the alphabet for another.
those of the earth, by their organiza- A short time ago a wedding was be-
ticns, by the number and delicacy of ing solemnized in a church where the
their senses, and by their intellectual | presence of a registrar was necessary,
faculties.” and where the following declaration
In “A Plunge Into Space,” by Rob- | was necessary, and where the follow-
ert Cromic, the people of Marsg arc ing declaration had to be made: “I call
represented as not unlike the earth | upon those persons here present to
folk, except that they are shorter, and | witness that 1, A. B., do take thee, C.
have somewhat larger heads. Griffith, | D., to be my lawful wedded wife.” This
on the other hand, makes them taller declaration the unfortunate bride-
and bigger, with faces like wax and | groom rendered thus: *“‘I— take thee |
all cast in the same mould. “While to be my h-awful wedded wife.” |
Flugh MeColl, in “Mr. Stranger’s | Let us hope that this innocent misuse |
Sealed Packet,” introduces us to a of the aspirate was not prophetic. ;
race that almost exactly resembles To the question, *“who giveth this |
our own both in build and general ap- woman to be married to this man?” }
pearance, save ithat their skins are of | the answer once came in this startling |
and unconventional form, “I do. mais- |

|
!ltears protested that
1}
{

that he consented to return and com-
plete the ceramony.

planet as being inhabited by fleas as

| hig as elephants. Thes: creatures,
| which he designates ‘‘Thotheen,” dom-
inate all else that live on Venus, being
not only immensely strong, but also
enormously clever.

Tey as yon may it is next to impossible to escape so-called “Spring Fever.” '
Yo); th thaty\/ 7eary, Tired, Listless, Worn-Out, Don’t-Care-to-Work Feeling.
What is needed is to clean out the system and make the blood pure. The cleansing,

'blood—purifying action of

‘Burdock

whereby it eliminates all the pent-up poison from the system, starts the sluggish liver
working, acts on the kidneys and the bowels and renders it without exception

SPEECH BY FATHER.

rties are often taken with

FERTILITY OF INVENTION.

Fdwin Pallander, again, in that weird
nightmare of a novel, “Across the Zo-
diac,” has it that the - planet has
| evolved a “Flower Kingdom,” as is the
case her on earth. Gigantic roses
struggle with mastodons—iand conquer
them. Vast reptile-like cacti lie in
| wait to entrap the unwary. The vic-
jous Venusian primroses purr or
serateh, according to whether they are
pleased or irritated. And so on.

And as it is with Venus, so it is with
the other supposedly habitable planets
and planetoids. In fact, the contradic-
toriness of the story-tellers of this par-
ticular type, is only surpassed by the
fertility of their invention, which 1s
boundless, In his “First Men in the
Moon,” for instance, Mr. Wells des-

GOD-LIKE BEINGS.
Story-writers of the type of Mr. H.
G. Wells, however, have glven more |
rein to their imaginations. Thus, Mr.
John Munro, in “A Trip t Venus,” in- !
troduces us to a race of god-like be- '
ings, dwelling in garden-cities of im- |
mense extent, and which are adorne:l;

|

INDIGESTION IN SPRINGY

Miss B. Bradley, Familton,

Ont., writes: “Last spring I
used three bottles of Burdock
Blood Bitters, as I had indi-
gestion and very thin blood. I
tried everything before taking
the B.B.B.. which I think is an
excellent spring tonic.”

THAT TIRED FEELING

Mr. F. H. Leard, Saska-
toon,Sask.,writes: “T have used
Burdock Blood Bitters as a
blood builder and think it an
excollent remedy. Every one
ghould take it in the spring to
cure that tired feeling that

THE BEST
comes to so many at this time

" PRING MEDICINE

with tropic trees, fountains and statu-
ary. The Venusian womon are depict-
ed as being especially peautiful and
graceful, so that the hero of the story
promptly falls in love with one of
them. But he is enticed back to the
air-ship, and taken to Mercury, which
planet he depicts as being “peopled”’
with huge flylng dragoons, monstrous,

tens ‘“‘Selenites’—as ant-like men,

misshapen, malevolent.

i
|
i
‘\ cribes the Lunarians—whom he chris-

about five feet high, with scaly bodles

a delicate semi-transparent azue.




