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teachers and inspectors, avd all interested in the welfare of the

' unfortunate, to use their influence to bring the friends of the deaf
» and dumb in their respective districts to a sense of their duty, and
* aid in rescuing these neglected ones from the mental and moral

darkness in which they are necessarily shrouded—a condition

" imperfectly understood, even by their parents and relatives, and
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those with whom they are daily associated, and that reveals itself,

in o1l its manifold sadness, only to years of patient and intelligent
study.
The following table shows the various
LOCALITIES

* from which the pupils have come during ihe past year:

' New Brunswick.... ..... ; 9 | Hants 2
Yol IR cveiit sy B LKingls. ... 2
NowtouodIand ..coisoiiii Haiinid BUPIDONO  asik o nviibmadi e 1
Halifax Co ....... : C L ANDADOIE 4ss00isers imvegmrares 1
Pictou ........ A | DIBOY. o rivinhs AP TpOS L 1
Inverness ’ 3 | Lunenburg ...... S PR AERE 1
CBmBarand s ooiviiviiin sadites 3 | —
COJABARARR st it wats ] UM A ada: b e v d8
Richmond ......... % e,

The
1Y, EDUCATIONAL WORK
of the year has been carried on with a fair measure of success. It

r

is worthy of remark, however, that with some exceptions, the
average standard of capacity among ouor present pupils is infevior
to what we have witnessed at some former periods. This fact,
while it increases the labor of the instructors, affects unfavorably
the results of their efforts, as iize same improvement cannot be
realized with dull pupils as with those of fair ability and intelli-
gence. Such fluctuations in the average quality, as it were of the
‘“raw material” on which the teacher has to work may be
expected, and are, 1 believe, not uncommon in the experience of
labourers in other departments of education besides our own. In
the broad sphere of the intellectual, as in the natural world, there
seem to be seasons of scarcity and seasons of abundance- times
of comparative mental bar-enness, when mediocrity or dulness
rules the hour, alternating with rare periods of beauteous efflor-
escence and rich fruitage of literary and scientific genius; and it
has often appeared to me that the same law operates in the
smaller sphere of a school or Institution like our own, some
peviods in its history showing a high average of mental capacity
and attainment among the pupils, and others a corresponding
depression of the standard. We seem, just at present, to be
passing through a period of the latter kind.




