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prised when I came to look at the figures ef liy the year-book, was 5,210,000. But I fini!the Year-book te fini! that my hion. friend that the year-hook gives the population asthe Minister et Trade and Commerce liai! 4,792,605. In 1891, the lion. gentlemandoue scant justice, if justice at ail, to the represents the Year-liook as glving ourcompiler of tliat volume. The Minister f eplopulation at 5.345,000-ten years too soon,Trade ani! Commerce said :-as lie said-but I fini! that It gives the popu-
The Year-book may le a vcry vdluable docu-

ment. I xvili give a few illustrations ef what
the Yaar-beok was worth a littie wivle age.
I remember that îbis sarne documnent--I
thougbt that that w-as what my bon. friand
referrad toestiniated, in 1887, îlot tlie popu-
lation cf Canada was 4,856,226. In 1888 the
Year-bookas estimation efthîe population cf
Canada was 4,948,497. Iu 1899, it lad risen te
5,075,855. Tley sîîpprassad 1890 sud 1891, but
I xviIi carry out the calanîstion. On the samae
lina et calculation, the Yaar-book would lia-ve
givan ns a population cf 5,210,000 fer 1890, aud
5,245,000 for 1891-jast ton yaars abeaid cf time.
Thasa ara the 'officiai statistics i hat the Ion.
gentleman ralhýd upon for lba purpose cf con-
tradicîing w bat, as I shahl show presanti;,
was a Vc-y well-reisoneoi lyp)taaesus on tbe
part cf ny lion. friand (Mr. Fialding).
Mr. Fielding's hypethesis leing tliat Cani-
ada lad increased la population ns mucl inl
tlie lnst five yenrs, from 1896 te 1901, as it
ha! doue lu the precedinig fiftaen years.
New, I always lilce te de jnstice as far as
possible ;and, w-liere an accusation is made,
especially agaiust au uupreteeding volume,
whicî lias ne tengue exccpit those sileîut
eues w hieu are teunu le its pages, I liRe
te sec xvhether tiiere is an11v reasoîl te doulft
the accuracy cf the statemeers made. Coni-
pariîîg tue tigares giveii by the Nîiiîister of?
Trade nu! Commerce witli tbose et the
Yenr-beek, I have disoxered seme surprisiug
discrepaucies. The lieu. minister snys that
the Yenr-boek gis-es tlie population et Cani-
ada lu 1887 as 4.856.226. But 1 find, on me-
ferming te the Year-lîoek. that it gives tlie
population et? tbat year as 4,638.109. Theîi.
la 1881, the lieu. minister said that tlie ycam
bock, gives tlie population as 4,946,497, but
I flnd that it gives it as 4,688,147. la 1889,
the lio. ministem snys that. acordiag te
the Yeam-beek, flic population et Canada wnas
5,075,855), but I fiud, on refermieg te tlîat1
sanie boo0k. that it gix os the population as
cnly 4,7î39,617.

TIc, Sf1NISTER OF7 Tf? DE AND COM-
MERCI. What cop)y is nîiy lien. friend quot-,
ing frem ?

5fr. BELL (Picten). The editice et? 1900.
The MINISTER, OF TRADE A\ND COSI-

M1-:ý,RCE. My lion. friend lia! botter uîuote
thc x-olame that 1 quotel frotu.

Mfr. BELL (Picet.) Perliaps tIc lieu1.
inster wilit Oc kied enetîgl te lay lis

voelume 01n tue t:able se that wL' iiiay ail sec
it. Tîmen thc nîiiLîter* wonit 0on te say tliat
lu 1890 flic Year Ooek, for soe reason or
otiier, sappressed the fig-ares, au!d lue suip-
plie! tue figures himself. Ho sai! tlîat tho
POI h ifitin of (h ii la 4111iiig tlîat yea i. ne-
cerdiîîz te flic pioeess of filuring adepte!,

Mr. BIELL.

latien as 4,846,377. The Minister of Trade
aui! Commerce is tlierefore out in bis count
as fellows

1887..............218.000

1889..............33,000

Andi l 1900, wlien lie suppliei! tlie figures
off bis own bat, lie is ont 417,000, ani! ln
18S91, 498,623.

I think it but riglit to cail tlie attention
of tlie miister to these facts, uni! tlie only
tea son I ean snggest for tlie discrepancies,
is that possibly lie may have discoverei!
somne edîtion of tlie year-buok niot issued for
g-eneral uise.

But rny lion. friend was ilot satisfiei! with
simiply discrediting tlie yeaýr liook,. He pro-
ceeded te discredit every one wlio liad any-
thing xvliatever to do ýwitl thie taking et the
cousus in 1891. le attrihutei! motives, ln
tue miost reckloss andi unlimited fashion, to
everv one xvlo liad anytliing to do with it.
le told us tliat wlien tlie cousus of 1891 was
taIten tlie Censervative party was in a dis-
creditable position, and tlint tlie enumera-
tors w-cie I)resumal)ly men in close contact
with tue powers at: Ottawa wlie kaew tInt
Sir Jelin MaIýedonneldIs government was iii a
desperate position :and tliat it xvas necessary
to place hefore tue pe'ople cesus re4urns
-which. would show tliat tlie national pelicy
laid been a success. Now, wliat possible
connectien coul! tlie cousus et 1891 have
'lad witli tue election whli was mni by thie
Conservative party unider Sir Johin -Macdon-
ald in tlî:ît yea r. Thc geucral clection took
pince on tlie 5li M1ardi, 1891, and tlie census
enurneraters w-erc net appointed untii April,
1S'91. And se far fromn Sir Jolin Macdonald!
having been in a desperate position tlen,
w e find tInt the very first division in thie
I-buse of Couinions, after tiiet general elect-
lion, gav e bini a, naJority cf 29, wrliili xvas
iereased ut everv sulsegunt by electien,
until at tue eind of tIc terni )eglininir, 1891,
thcCosraei party liad a rnajerity lu
this Ilouse cf 46.ý

I thuîîik myv lion. frienci will flud it ratIer
dîthenîlt to atonie for lus strîci ni-es witlî res-
pect te tue ceusus cf 1591 . According to
Ilm nianýada is .îot a-t ail a desiral le place
for imiganits antd lie slîould neot lie sur-
prised if Il1e3v tIc not couic lu groater nuin-
bers. If it ho0 toireet t1a t sonie 2,5(00 en-
mneraters lit -).tir wcre 5.000 last year,
v iIl;11<1ilIlejil solelîllit it. w e lilast (Ol-
o-IlOi a 1ýt pei-J lin is ;î îe a s er1n ou Ihn tliis
eouîîitry as lia cIý Il les in -May. Net o111y have
thle oîue wors eordinîg te the hion. gen-
tlemaîî11. violateil thleir. oaîh. buit so liavei thé

Com isioîelsand Ilhe other coias officiais,
ovorv oea etf wbemi çvas sworn te do lis
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