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prised when I came to look at the figures of by the year-book, was 5,210,000. But I find
the Year-book to find that my hon. friend | that the year-book gives the population as
the Minister of Trade and Commerce had 4,792,605. In 1891, the hon. gentleman
done scant justice, if justice at all, to the represents the Year-book as giving our
compiler of that volume. The Minister of population at 5,345,000—ten years too soon,
Trade and Commerce said :— ‘ as he said—but I find that it gives the popu-
The Year-book may be a very valuable docu- | lation as 4,846,377. The Minister of Trade
ment. I will give a few illustrations of what | and Commerce is therefore out in his count
the Year-book was worth a little while ago.|as follows :—
I remember that this same document—I

thought that that was what my hon. friend 1887.. .. .. ...l .. .. L0l L. 218,000
referred to—estimated, in 1887, that the popu- 1888.. .. .. il oee el e .l L. L. 258,000
lation of Canada was 4,856,226. In 1888 the 1889.. .. v we e ee el Ll L. L. 336,000

Canada. wag 4,096,497 o 1500, 1t nad ¥ieen o3 | And in 1900, when e supplied the figures.
5,075,855. They suppressed 1890 and 1891, but|Off his own bat, he is out 417,000, and in
I will carry out the calculation. On the same | 1891, 498,623.

line of calculation, the Year-book would have| I think it but right to call the attention
given us a population of 5,210,000 for 1890, and | of the minister to these facts, and the only
5,345,000 for 1891—just ten years ahead of time. reason I can suggest for the diserepancies,
These are the ‘official. statistics * that the hon. is that possibly he may have discovered

gentleman relied upon for the purpose of con- B =
tradicting what, as I shall show presently, z‘;‘r‘l};,:ld"?s%n 8¢ SR Jesrauok DidEned for

was a very well-reasoned hypothesis on the
part of my hon. friend (Mr. Fielding). But my hon. friend was not satisfied with

e b = simply discrediting the year-book. He pro-
Mr. Fielding’s hypothesis being that Can- ceeé)ed to discredit every one who had any-
ada had increased in population as much in thing whatever to do with the taking of the
the last five years, from 1896 to 1901, as it | cengus in 1891. He attributed motives, in
had done in the preceding fifteen years. | (e most reckless and unlimited fashion, to
Now, I always like to do justice as far as every one who had anything to do with it.
possible ; and, where an accusation is made, | {e {o]d us that when the census of 1891 was
especially against an unpretending volume, | tsien the Conservative party was in a dis-
which has no tongue except those silent gregitable position, and that the enumera-
ones which are found in its pages, I like| {o1g were presumably men in close contact
to see whether there is any reason to doubt with the powers at Ottawa who knew that
the accuracy of the statements made. Com-| g5 John Macdonald’s government was in a
paring the figures given by the Minister of desperate position and that it was necessary
Trade and Commerce with those of the| i, place before the people census returns
Y‘ear-book,'I have discovered some surprising which would show that the national policy
discrepancies. The hon. minister says that| had been a success. Now, what possible
the Year-book gives the population of Can- connection could the census of 1891 have
ada in 1887 as 4,856,226. But I find, on re- | yaq with the election which was run by the
ferrmg'to the Year-book, that it gives the Conservative party under Sir John Macdon-
population of that year as 4,638,109. Then, | 414 in that yvear. The general election took
In 1881, the hon. minister said that the year | place on the 5th March, 1891, and the census
book gives the _Dopulation as 4,946,497, but | enumerators were not appointed untu April,
I find that it gives it as 4,688,147. 1In 1889, 1891, And so far from Sir John Macdonald
the hon. minister says that, according t0 paving' heen in a desperate position then,
the Year-book, the population of Canada was ’ we find that the very first division in the
5,075,855, but I find, on referring to that| goyge of Commons, after that general elect-
same lzook, that it gives the population as | ion, gave him a majority of 29, which was
only 4,739,617, increased at every subsequent by election,

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND CcOM- | until at the end of the term beginning 1891,
MERCE. What copy is my hon. friend quot- | the Conservative party had a majority in
ing from ? this House of 46.

- ) | I think my hon. friend will find it rather

Mr. BELL (Pictou). The edition of 1900. difficult to atone for his strictures with res-

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-! pect to the census of 1891. According to

MERCE. My hon. friend had better quote| Nim Canada is not at all a desirable place
the volume that I quoted from. | for immigrants and he should not be sur-
prised if they do not come in greater num-

Mr. BELL (Pictou). Perhaps the hon.|bers. If it be correct that some 2,500 enu-
Minister will be kind enough to lay his| merators in 1891,—there were 5,000 last year,
volume on the table so that we may all see | violated their solemn oath, we must con-
it. Then the minister went on to say that | clude that perjurers are as common in this
in 1890 the year-book, for some reason or country as black flies in May. Not only have
other, suppressed the figures, and he sup- [ the enumerators, according to the hon. gen-
plied the figures himself. He said that the | tleman, violated their oath, but so have the
population of Canada during that year, ac- | commissioners and the other census officials,
cording to the process of figuring adopted ' every one of whom sas sworn to do his

Mr. BELL.




