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so majestic in sweetness. He is lily-
sceptred: his power blossoms, but
burdens not. .AH other men of
equal dignity paint more slowly ; all
others of equal force paint less lightly.
Tintoret lays his line like a king
marking the boundaries of conquered
lands

; but Sir Joshua leaves it as a
summer wind its trace on a lake ; he
could have painted on a silken veil,
where it fell free, and not bent it.

Such at least is his touch when it is
life that he paints : for things lifeless
he has a severer hand. If you examine
that picture of the Graces you will find
It reverses all the ordinary ideas of
expedient treatment. By other men
flesh is firmly painted, but accessories
lightly. Sir Joshua paints accessories
firmly, flesh lightly ;—nay, flesh not
at all, but spirit. The wreath of
flowers he feels to be material ; and
gleam by gleam strikes fearlessly the


