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felvd* it is the ufual method of Prov^ce to chaftiftf

or deftroy them. Nations are gencSlIy threatened,

U|>re they are puniflied. The voice uf Providence

dSares to them, that judgments areMreparing for

-^^ that all who underiland the figafof the times

know what they ought to do. l^n therefore

louds of divine anger hang over ai||[^eople, or

Terious calamity has aftually cnmc i^^anthem,

know their fins have reached up t5?leaven.

Lord of Hofts is about to enter into judg-

,eui. In fuch a fituation, what are i^eople
'
;xt teaches them. They cannot hope to

r*nove their afflidions, unlefs they turn to

h all their hearts by fading ana fupplica-

lents are the punilhment of fin, and i%-

prayer are the appointed means to obtain

•om them. For many yeafs the judff-

iiiciiLa ui xA^en have been hanging over this land ;

but we have&ot turned unto God, and hence they

h'ave come do^, upon us in one general and dift^ef-

fing calamity. ^We are now loudly called upon td

turn to the L(^tt, by fading and prayer. Thefe arj

the means, whi^ alone can encourage us that ou-
'

fliaions will be riiigtted or removed.

The divine conducT: ^#wi|ds individuals and na-

tions is regulated by the fame principles. All men are

finners. A plan of mercy hasten 4mM and pub-

lifhta to the world, by which eVery penitent may be

pardoned, and exempted from the punifhment due to

fin. Every finner, who now exercifes repentance to-

wards God, and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, and

makes fupplication for mercy, is gracioufly forgiven,

and made an heir of eternal IJfe. In like manner,

vrhen a goodly number in a guilty nation repent and

t irn to God by falling and prayer, the Lord repents

of the evil he had thought to do to that people.
^
He

is as ready to pardon a guilty nation, as a guilty indi-

vidual. The Lord is flow to anger, of great kwidnels,

and delights in mercy,


