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of His Son into your hearts: The same Spirit which
dwelt and still dwells in the Son, becomes the life

of the believer; in the unity of that one Spirit, and
the fellowship of the same life which is in Christ,

he is one with Him. As between the vine and
branch, it is a life-union that makes them one.

The parable teaches us the completeness of the
union. So close is the union between the vine and
the branch, that each is nothing without the other,
that each is wholly and only for the other.

Witlwut the vine the branch can do nothing. To
the vine it owes its right of place in the vineyard,
its life and its fruitfulness. And so the Lord says,
' Without me ye can do nothing.' The believer can
each day be pleasing to God only in tliut which he
does through the power of Christ dwelling in him.
The daily inflowing of the life-sap of the Holy Spirit
is his only power to bring forth fruit. He lives
alone in Him, and is for each moment dependent
on Him alone.

Without the branch the vine can also do nothing.
A vine without branches can bear no fruit. No less

indispensable than the vine to the branch, is the
branch to the vine. Such is the wonderful con-
descension of the grace of Jesus, that just as His
people are dependent on Him, He has made Himself
dependent on them. Without His disciples He
cannot dispense His blessing to the world; He
cannot offer sinners the grapes of the heavenly
Canaan. Marvel not ! It is His own appointment
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ttud this m the high honour to which Ih^ has called
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