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here proposed. My observations exclusively

apply to the case of able-bodied labourers,

for whose labour no real demand exists, and

who are consequently thrown upon the parish.

The love of one's country is certainly a

virtue of the highest order, but the love of

one's children and family is one of still greater

value; and, therefore, I ask which is the

more worthy an Englishman? to live with

his family in the village in which he was born,

dependent upon the necessarily parsimonious

hand of a parish officer, or to emigrate to a

healthy and flourishing Colony, under the

same crown, where his usefulness will demand
and ensure that respect which is due to his

nature, and where he will command by his

own exertions a much more plentiful supply

of the necessaries of life.

The poor-laws have a demoralizing influ-

ence, and an able-bodied Englishman ought

to be ashamed of taking advantage of them, if

it be possible for him to maintain his own in-

dependence by his labour ; but if no means of

maintaining it exist, he is necessarily justified
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