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"Not at all," Mr. Atherton replied; " I must have a

gentleman, bolh for my own sake and that of the

tenants, and to (^et a gentleman of high character

and perfectly trustworthy, I must necessarily pay liim

a good salary. J shall be a good deal in town, and

my representative must therefore he able to occupy a

good position in the county; besides, as I have told

you, my income now, with this absurd addition, amounts

to somethinir like six thousand a year. W'hv, in the

name of goodness, sliould I not be allowea, if 1 choose,

to pay two or three hundred a year over market price

to my agent when it will all'ord my wife the gratiMca-

tion of having her parents near her, and me the pleasure

of having two dear friends as my next neighbours.

Besides, The Glade will not be a bit too large for \-()U

when you marry, Wilfrid, and in that case either you

will have to start in a fresh place and begin all y ^ur

work over again, or your father would have to turn

out to make room for you. I consider it prep(jsterou.s.

What do you say, Wilfrid?"

"I do think it would be a splendid arrang(Muent,

mother," Wilfrid answered. "You know well enough

that I shall be very sorry to lose you and father; but it

would be awfully nice for Marion, and I do think that

though, as Mr. Atherton says, you and father have fallen

in splendidly with your life here, the other would be in

every way better suited to you. 1 can understand your

feelinfTS in the matter; but the .same time I think that

after Mr. Atherton having saved your life and mine,

his feelings and wishes should inlluence you very

much.
" If you hesitate any longer," Mr. Atherton sai<l, " I

shall o;o in and fetch Marion out. I have luA tcjld her

about my plan yet, for in fact we had other things to


