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with an erect seat, and came prancing down the line, at

a little distance he looked as if he might be five-and-

twenty ; but I believe he had served more than fifty

years, and had been made a peer for services performed

when quite an old man. I remember that he had more

decorations than there was room for on the breast of his

coat, and wore them suspended like a necklace round his

neck. Like all the other generals, he was dressed in blue,

with a cocked hat and feathers—a bad plan, I thought, for

it made them very conspicuous. The general halted before

our battalion, and after looking at us awhile, made a short

address : We had a post of honor next Her Majesty's

Guards, and would show ourselves worthy of it, and of

the name of Englishmen. It did not need, he said, to be

a general to see the strength of our position ; it was im-

pregnable, if properly held. Let us wait till the enemy

was well pounded, and then the word would be given to

go at him. Above everything, we must be steady. He
then shook hands with our colonel, we gave him a cheer,

and he rode on to where the Guards were drawn up.

Now then, we thought, the battle will begin. But

still there were no signs of the enemy; and the air»

though hot and sultry, began to be very hazy, so that you

could scarcely see the town below, and the hills opposite

were merely a confused blurr, in which no features could

be distinctly made out. After a while, the tension of

feeling which followed the general's address relaxed, and

we began to feel less as if everything depended on keep-

ing our rifles firmly grasped ; we were told to pile arms

again, and got leave to go down by tens and twenties to

the stream below to drink. This stream, and all the


