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do so at some other time. The difficulty of removing them

has been represented in the Letter addressed to Governor

Shirley the 7th Dec'r 1745, and which I had the honour to

transmit to your Lordships, and to which I humbly refer.

To counterballancQ the Deadweight of these Freiu^h Inhabit-

ants, a Number of British Familys might be settled on the

Eastern Coast of this Peninsula."

Even the kind and benevolent Mascarene had considered

the (luestion of deportation ten years before it was begun,

and when he had ended with them, had no confidence in

their fidelity, although he Imd been able to keep them from

open acts of disloyalty. He was evidently so well pleased

with his success in this regard, that, whenever possible, he

took occasion to report that they were submissive and

peaceable. The correspondence of the period, French and

English, reveals without a shadow of doubt how the French

" Neutrals," so called, were regarded by both peoples, and

it is idle to ignore their opinion. Vaudreuil on November

10, 1720, wrote "that the French at Port Royal were well

disposed to throw off the yoke of the English," and we

have seen bow Mascarene regarded them.

Says Secretary Sherriff in March, 1745, "We are in

Danger not only from Old France, but even from that our

Neighbouring Province, if our Inhabitants are not re-

moved."

Says Shirley May 10, 174(5. "I am persuaded nothing

has hinder'd the Acadians from taking up Anns against his

Majesty's Garrison at Anna{)olis, but the Terror which the

frequent Visits of the arm'd Vessels and Succours sent from

this Place—struck 'em with."

Similar quotations might be almost indefinitely multi-

plied, but these are perhaps sufficient. The question is

pressed, as though it established the status of the loyalty

of the Acadians to Great Britain, why did they not join

tlie French expeditions sent among them to expel the

English ? The answer is not far to seek ; Shirley in fact
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