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Jirecept, thin tlif children r.rv hajipv in Uh'1,

and g'.vi) liopes that tiuiy will viiyy in after

lifo thu lia|i)iiiiuss spnUon of in tie SicimI

Scripturi'. If, iMwcvor, thu child has had no

religions t)i'.iiiiii„', hut on tho contrary had

before him constiUi'.ly the exanip'e of irrtli-

y.1 )us parents, cursing.', drunkenness, hrawls,

and anyry passions, there is |ila .id on his

ghoulik-rs tlie yoki! of the Dfvil, which he

will likely cairy to the ^rave. Chiidrir,

heing obliged to honour their parents, look

upon them as worthy of honour, and shut

their eyes, as niueh as possililc, to the faults

they see in tiieni. ISilt this reverence will

necessarily wear away, if parents are habitu-

nlly giving bad example to their chil-

dren. We Were sinL^ulaily pained to hear

from a y<mn:5 man m jirison, those

words, ' 1 Miiul I not be here, if I had

any good e.xanijile fnun my parents at home."

Another said, " 1 had no mother to r.iisc inc,

and I fell yonn^ into bad company." Many
parents, nice and ;unial)le people, will hard.y

be saved bec.iuse by their neglect or ill man-

agcnient their children arc ioat. The Ca-

tholic Church in the United States yaiua

over a'l thj sects by her children's being

educated in lier own faith, whereas the cliil-

dreu of the sects are left to chose their reli-

jjion when they grow old. We lind in one

family some oi no religion, anotiier an Kpis-

copalian, a Baptist, a Metholiat, &c. But

Catholic parents are suic of tiieir religion,

and bring up their children in it. li^d example

of parents ia a black pall of death over their

children, an encouragement to live in vice

and inicjinity. Fir our Lord has said, "lie

that shall scandalize one of these little ones

that believe in me, it were better for him
that a mill.-jtone should bo hanged about his

neck and that he should bo drowned in tho

depth of the sea. Woe to the world because

of scandals," Matt, .wiii., G. Parents mukt
also preserve their children from the inlluencc

of bad comjiany, and keep them from running

the streets, especially at night, where ini(iuity

abounds. How many boys and girls have

lost their virtue in tho darkness of night in

back lanes and private places. They should

also see that their children anuingst tiiein-

sehos preserve the rules of modesty, night

anil ilay, an 1 tro.it oac'i otii-u' with rospiv^f,

I'.iienta arii not tullie:>'lit!y watchfn! over the

]irivato iniiduct < f tluir ch lilriMi. •S.ilonmii

prajed for wisd )m to bo iiblo to govern his

kingdom becan.'ie it contained multitudes.

Parents hhould a.--k wisdom of <!od to g.)vern

their f.iinilies be<-ause their gcxnl training will

inlliienct: tliuir desL-endants who may be multi-

tudes.

Th.i' ili'lli duty (.f p.irenta iy to oi^r.ect their

children. Tliey are born with tendency to

vice, which must bo corrected as u tree is to

be [iruind of superlhious branches. This cor-

rection nuiMt be made with tendern ss and

prudence. It i.i not well to correct the child

vvhen the parent is in a tit of anger, and tlie

child ill ill tv!mp;r — "anl you fathers, pro-

voke not your chiMren to anger, but bring

them up in tile discipline of the correetiun of

(iod," says .St. Taul, (Hph. vi., 4,) and Ht.

James says, (I. "JO, )
" l>e slow to anger, for

tho .•xnger of man worketh not the justice of

d.id." The parents act as Doil iiiinsill does

for Ho too chastiseth those whom ho loves,

(llel). xii., 0.), an I tho Holy Spiritsays, " He
that j-paveth the rod hateth his sou, but he that

loveth him correcteth him betimes," (IVov.

.xiii., 21.) Then take the child quietlv at

night, bring it apart, kindly and (irmly ad-

moni.^h it. .Make it ask pardon of (u)d, and

suggest little wonls of sorrow. If these ad-

n)onitions be not ell'ectiial then a sterner

nproof or puniahnient is to be aduiiui'itored,

tliongh generally speaking, kindness will ell'eot

more than severity.

I'aronti should not forget the account which

thoy inu.'t render to God for their children.

St I'aiil says "bat if a m.»n have not caro of

his own, and especially uf tlioso who are of

his own house, he hatli denied tho faith aU'l

is worse than an intidol," (ITiin. v., 8,)

The si.xth duty of parents is to educate

tiieir children or have them educated uud

broughtup, lirst as becomes children of God for

eternal life, and secondly that they may bo-

come gond eiiizeua of tho community in which

they live.

Tl jie arc tv>o powers in the soul, one

carnal, the other spiritual. The carnal is

always at haml, the tlosh 'vorking against the

spirit, and the spirit working against the llcsh,


