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W> HEN the millenjun is finally ushered in we may
Sexpect, possibly, to learn that railroad freight rates

are framed on something like an equitable basis, and
shippers will no longer have cause ta complain. It
seemns ta be one constant fight ta corne anywhere nearly
keeping the railroads up ta their printed contracts, much
less an unwritten law of fairness and decency that ought
ta influence business corporations of ail kinds, even
raiiroads. Dropping into the office af J. G. Cane & Ca.,
a few days ago, I enquired if there were any disturbing
elements in the trade these days, and was giad ta learn
that, on the whole, peace and quietness reigned. The
lumber shark was still abroad, but even hie was keeping
under caver at present. " But it is hard work for us,"
saîd a representative ai this concern, "ta keep the rail-
ways in tow. We have just had ta foot a bill of $23,exccss in charges of twa cars of lumber we shipped a few
days ago ta a custamer. A clause in the lumber freight
schedule reads - " Minimum weight 30,000 paunds per
car, unless the marked capacity ai car be less, in which
case the marked capacity, (but flot lcss than 24,000 lbs.)
wilI be charged, and must nat be exceeded. Should it
be impracticable ta Joad certain descriptions ai light
lumber 111 ta 30,000 paunds ta the car, then the actual
weight oniy will be charged for, but not less than 24,000pounds." The shipment under complaint was basswood,
and we iived tip ta the strict letter ai the words 1 have
quated, but it did not save us from the excess in chargés
that 1 tell ai. 0f course we made aur campiaint, but
the anly satisfaction we couid get was a case ai play-off
by the agent here on some local agent. The blame was
shifted fram ane ta another. In the meantime ourbank
accaunt was $23 less, the profit an that shipment ai lum-
ber was $23 short, and 1 arn free ta tell yau that profits
an lumber these days wili not stand any such
a shaving as that."

X XX X
When 1 called upen Mr. J. H. Eyert lumberman, the

other day, 1 learned that he had returned a short lime
since frani Fenelon Falls and that district. He had
been inspecting sanie ai the stock ai Hawry & Sans,this canc 'ern, like miii men generaliy, being quite ready
ta find a whoiesaîer wha would help ta place their stock
this season. Mr. Eyer expressed hiniseif as much
pleased with the splendid miii that the Howiy people
have erected ait that point, or rather the substantial im-
pravements that they have madle in the plant this year.
Thcy have put in serie ai the very best saw miii machin-
ery and caiculate an cutting sanie 200,000 feet per day.They have aisa erected and are fitting oîp in fine style a
planing milI, and wiil flot anly ship lumber, but aiso
dressed stock. This firm are large operatars, and are
evidently gaing ta make the mast passible out ai the
tiiober limits that they contrai in Canada. It was pleas-
ing ta learn ai this enterpr .se, especially the deveiap-
nment in the line ai the pianing miii business. 1 have
been interested in watching haw free trade in lumber
would effect this department ai lumbering. There
seemed ta be littie doubt but that we might expect a
grawth in saw miii business, for even with lumbermen
wha awn milis in Saginaw, it was apparent that ta many
ai theni it would be an advantage ta cut their stock onthe spot and ship the sawn lumber, rather than the legs.
No anc was sure, however, just haw far the trade indressed stock wouid shape. 1 amn irce ta confess that ithas not grawn as it seenis ta me it might graw, and yetthis step by Hawry & Sans nia> be a straw showing
which way the wind blaws. A numnber ai large United
States concerns are now operating nis, and it anlyneeds ta be demonstrated ta them, as probabîy Howry
& Sans nia> demanstrate, that a weli-equipped pianing
miii wiii prove a valuabie adjunct ta a saw miii, tamake sure ai a number being erecîed. At any rate,
lumbermen, I know, will watch this innovation, if 1 nia>
sa cail it.

The ather day I canie across an item in a local paper
teliing the story ai a Maine man, who had eyes on what
might be termed sanie scrub mapie, in York County, N.*B. He believed there was money in this rag end 0f the
ioresî, and it is now staled that inside ai two years he
gat out ai that piece ai territory 2,000,000 niaple last
blocks and made $1 2,000. 1 hear also ai some cute
Yankees who have made a fair aniaunt ai mane>' out ai
same discarded hemiock legs. And 1 think the story
bas been told bzfare in these calumns, ai the aid lumber-
man, who bought'up a lot ai mwainut stumps in a section
ai the United States, canverted thern into lumber, and
with walnut a valuable cammodity, he was welI rewarded
for his foresight and labar. There are lots ai such op-
portunities, 1 arn covinced, ail over the country, ta the
mi who uses his eyes, and knows something ai the
conditions of the lumber market. And the tume is coni-
ing when we will be giad ta place a market value an
these remnants ai the forest. 1 am always interested in
iacts ai this kind also, as illustrating the wisdom af
being carefuil ai littie things. In the primitive days ai
lumbering, ail anc had ta do was ta get inta the iorest
and pick the choice timbers, and nianey was casil>'
made, but those days have gone by. As 1 have been
going aver iately sanie ai the gaverniment blue books,
teiling ai the patches ai limber that are ta be faund
scattered, and scattered wideîy 1 must admit, in variaus
parts ai the province, I feci like saying ta readers ai
these pages, keep your eyes skinned. There is maney
in these corners ai the lumber vineyard. Away up in
aur northern country, and ta sanie extent throtigh sanie
ai the caunties that ta-day are prcuty weil settled, there
is mone>' ta be made out ai lunîber by the man who
wiii go about it in a thrifty, prudent, persistent manner,
and is net afraid of work. I arn flot making any charge
for this pointer, save the pubiisher's anc ai $i a year for
the LumBERMAN, weekiy and manthly editions ait that,
but a pointer it il, and worth a gaod deal ta samebody.

X XX X
So large a quantity ai lumber is used in car building

it is a niatter ai importance ta learn that in the United
States, at least, there is iikcly ta be an active season in
that department ofimanufacture. The National Car and
Locomotive BuiIder, in anc item, records an order for
9,ioo freight cars, box, platforni and tank. And the
New York Centrai bas ilseif given an order for 3,000
box cars. Take the passibilities in Canada. Including
sidings and double tracks, there are about 18,590 miles
ai raiiway. Mr. Gea. Johnson, government statistician,
figures out the passibilities ai luniber consumption in
this one direction, as folaws :At 3,000 tics ta the mile,the tics required number 55,770ooo. Assuming the lufe
ai a tic ta be seven ycars, the numnber needed every year
is about 8,ooo,ooo for renewais, andi aliawing 300 miles
for new roads every year a Million more for this pur-
pose, or about 9,000,000 tics a year. Suppusing that 5o
cubic icet ai tics can be abtained ironi an acre ai iorest
then 3,340,000 acres will be required ta supply the con-
sumptian ai young and thrifty trees needed for the
18,590 miles, and 530,000 acres for each year's demands.
With varionîs parts ai the country pushing for the par-
ticular ci-sss ai lumber indigenous ta their section, it
seems likely that woads that have flot hitherta been
used in car construction, wiii, in the future, be given a
place. Three hundred reirigeratar cars are ta be built
by a Chicago establishrnent and the statement is made
that these will be canstructed entireiy ai Douglas fir and
Washington spruce, exccpt the bunkers, draw heads,
and break beams. The abject ai this is said ta be be-
cause -if the lip~hter weight ai these waods for an equal
strength. Where cars are puiied a long distance, and
aver roatis wlhere extra motive power is required the
niatter ai wcighit becomnes an important cansideration.*If Douglas fir shoulti be largely useti for car building it
will mean a goad deai ta the lumber interests ai British
Columbia. __________

J. R. BoOth's miii at the Chaudiere, bas commenced
wark with a full gang ai men ta Operate saws.

The Branson & Weston Lumnber Ca., Ottawa, Ont.,has voluntariiy adopted the ten-haur day for their milîs
when wark is commenced, withaut reduction ai wages,i
and the other luniber. cancernis, it is expecteci, will foliow
suit.

INlTERNiATIONAL LUMBER MATTERS.

tSpeciai correspondence CANADA LuMBERMAN.]

TT was quite generali>' conceded b>' lumber handers, bthiin this country' and Canada, that the abolition ai the dut>' an
manufactured lumber from the Dominion would aimast, if Oat
entirel>', do away with the expert ai lags into the United
States. This assumption, however, does nat appear ta be '0i
keeping with reports recenti>y to bandi rom diffrent pointîs
throughout the State ai Michigan. The shipments ai lunlhlt
ta United States ports, especiaiy fromn the Georgian Ba>' dis-
trict af Ontario, since the introduction of the Wilson bill, halle
nat been b>' any means equai ta expectalions ; and if the infO0"
matian we have an the subject be correct, very large quafltities
ai lags wiil be raited the presenit season fram Canadian i 0 itla
It is said that Alger, Smith & Ca. will raft 50,000,000 feet
of lags ta Detroit andi Ecorse, andi probably 20,000,000 ieet
from Geargian Bay' ta their Cheboygan milis. Browriiee &
Co wili take vei 3,ooo,ooo feet fron- Gergian Bay sud
2,000,000 feet fram Cheboygan ta their milîs at River Rouge'
The Delta Lumber C. bas purchaseti the Moffatt Mill and
wili raft 4,000,000 feet fram Georgian Bs>' and vicinity and
12,000,000 feet fran Manistique.

These are ony a few instances ai wat may be expected iii
the way of lag export acruas the border, ail ai which goes t0
show that f ree lumber is flot sufficient incentive for the Micb'
gao lumber kings, either ta keep their nihls idle or ta remfove
themn ta the log, in place ai the log ta the milI.

Dealers thraughout New York State seemn ta be pretty gel"
eral>' ai the opinion that free lumber il ta their interest, but
inuch dissatisiaction is expressed with that section ai the WVil-
son bill wicb permits planed and groveti lumber toait
mitted free. In bath Buffalo and Tanawanda, for instanc''
the trade ai the planing milîs is stagnant, and several niilis are
shut down entirel>'. While this state ai affaira wouid aPPar
ta open a field for Canadian lumbermen ta put in planifg 0oa
cbinery and ship their stocks dressed, the uncertainty as ta o
long the present priviieges wili be granled them would, oi De-
cessit>', make the expenditure a risky one. It looks ver>' nui
as if tbe next Presidental election wiii place the reins of PO0 Wer
in other hands, and in such an event it is pretty safe ta caijec
ture that a duty will again be placed on lumber in a mal" Sc'
titred state.

The National Wholesale Lumber Dealers' Association il the
titie ai a new arganizatian, with beadquarters in New Y" k*
The abject ai this Association is ta endeavor ta carry it
effect an organîzed effort ta keep each department or bralch Of
the lumber trade in its proper channe]. It is contended ths t

ta praperl>', iegitimately and profitab>' pass lumber fr00 tlie
log into the bands ai the consumner, there shouid be but îOur
divisions ai the trade-manufacturer, wholesaler, retaileran
consumer. Best resalls are experienced by aIl when trade il
kept in is praper channes, and tis condition il accomplished
anly in the ratio in wbich eacb division ai trade recognizes anud
pralects the riglits and legitimate markets ai tbe divisions Othel
than ils own. The wholesale trade, wbicb seems ta be bOlSor'
ahI>' striving ta proîect the retailer, bas the rigbt ta ask Of 011
manufacturers that the>' refrain from selling ta or solicitilg the
trade ai an>' retail dealer or consumer. It is contended, galS
just>' sa, that the manufacturers' legitimate trade il With the
whaiesaler. When they seil ta the retailer the>' are distturbllg
the naturai conditions ai tradt and taking away frein the whaîe»
saler that much trade which is legitimatel>' bis.

That bath the manufacturer in tbe United States and C5Sacls
bas been too often guiity ai doing business in the mariner te*
ferreti ta is a weii-known iset and the whaiessle trade bo5
been arouseti ta concerted action ta do away with an evit
which they dlaim is jeopardizing tbeir business interests.

Briei interviews with representative lumbermen ini Bufo>
seemn ta indicate a steadil>' impraving state ai trade. idlg
operations in business localities wili be on a mare extensive
scale than for years past.

In reply ta an enquiry toucbing tbe bardwoad market, the
Presideni ai the Buffalo Hardwood Lumber Ca. made ttie
statement that tbeir volume ai business for the monîli OfMar0ch
tbis year exceeded that ai an>' one nionîli during eigbt Ye0rs
There was an apparent shorlage ai reti oak and quartei
white oak, and the demand for these woods was oni the 15
crease. Canadian manufacturers holding such stocks wiîî
t ta their inlerest ta note the fact.

Place Bras, Stone>' Creek, Ont., are building a neW ah
blind and door factor>' at that place.pit

Ward & Steele, canîractors, ai Prescott, Ont., conter" 1~
building a new planing millibis spring.

The Ontario Steam Logger Ca., Toronto, Ont. are aPl
ng fbr incorporation with a capital stock ai $250,000 Wnanufacture snow traction engines for the hauling 0~
ogs, etc.


