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THE GENERAL SURVEY.
0 good reason exists for supposing that general ex-
pectations of an increased and improving lumber
trade in Canada during 1893 will not be realized. Our
Ouawa correspondent sends reports of severalinterviews
held with leading representatives of the trade in that
important lumber centre and these all point to improve-
ment in 93 over the preceding year.  Inform:ttion from
the Georginn Bay and neighboring districts are indicative
of exceptional activity in the woods; prospects are goad
for an active summer’s work in the mills and a profitable
shipping trade.  An increased demand for white pine
with steadily increasing prices 1s the news that reaches
us from United States correspondents at Albany, New
York, Saginaw, and other points. These conditions
cannot clse than leave a favorable impress on the output
of white pine in Canada. Thers can hardly be any
doubt that a large voluime of Canadian lumber will be
shipped this year to the States at prices that will be sat-
isfactory 1o shippers.

The forcign outlook is less hopeful though the refer-
ence under this head to the dircular of a Glasgow lum-
ber firm would seem to indicate a better demand for
Canadian lumber, at least in that part of the United
Kingdom.

‘I'mde in Ontario is likely to Le fairly active the
cominy season, commercial reports giving grounds for
believinyg that the general commerce of the province is
improving. No largc amount of building will take place
in Toronto.

It may be expecied that British Columbia trade will be
enlarged in 1893. Qur ¢co oandent at New Westiin.
sterreports a large order for B.C. lumber from Ausimlia
which is at cheering rift in the cloud that has overhung
Australia commercially for two years past.

Qucbee and the Maritime Provinces will, we have
reason to hope, improve on their trade of the past few

years.
HARDWOODS.

The bardwood maiket in Canada manifests consider-
able activity. The mills working laigely on hard-
woods are kept busy and satisfactory sales are Leing
wade.  Buyers who devote themselves cluefly to hard-
woods report many lfines of stocks scarce and no
very abundant supply of hardwood located at any par-
ticular spot.  The hoop factories and stave mills have
become large consunmcers of clm logs and prices within
a camparatively few years have doubled and in some
cases nearly trebled. Trade in hardwoods with the
United $tates is constantly growing. Current prices of
Ieading hardwoods will be found an this page.

UNITED STATES,

Enquiry in the lumber trade concems the near future
ratlier than to-day.  Spring is approaching mpidly,
despite a continued abundance of snow, and plans are
being laid for the trade of the coming season. The
outlook as a whoele is promising, though ccrtain candi-
tions that were helpful in localitics a year ago will nat
prevail this year.  This applies to Chicago, whare the
preparations for the World's Fair Jast year added very
Iargely ta the consumption of Jumber.  Not only will
there be it vacuum to fill, but it is not fimprob.
able that Chicago may expericnce a cenain teaction
after the boom of the Fair that will result in a shrink-
age of geacrl trade, which would have a cenain inilu.
cnce on lumber constmplion in the futute.  Bat
this is local mther than generl.  This view, however,
is not without weight in the judginent of shrewd obsce-
vers. In the New England territorics 2 mcasure of
duliness in lumber is perhaps most recopnized, though
the fact that prices remin finn is indicative of confi
dence in the future.  Stocks o the west are low and a
good trade is being dune.  White pinc 15 searce and 1t
way be expected that prices will advance. A\t points in
Wiscansin and along the Mississippi trade throughont
the winter is said to have been in excess of that of a
year ago, and the prospects arc favorable for ~ further

increase.  Extrainterest is felt in the yellow pine trade
and in some points is coming into competition with
white pine.  In northern consuming centres beyond the
Obio river and e¢ast of the Alleghany the consumption
of lumber is yrowing mpidly and yellow pine will per-
haps command 2 lion'’s share of the trade. Hardwoods
hold their own well and poplar and cottonwoods are
in good demand.
FOREIGN.

The English maikets, in the opinion of Denny, Mott
and Iickson, of London, Eng., in their wood market
report of February, “show no signs of emerging from
the consistent duliness of last year, although the cus-
tomary arranging of spring and summer import con-
racts has lent some relicf to the general monotony.
The volume of consumption shows indications of con-
tracting rather than expanding and so long as this con-
tinues holders must be content to work cautionsly, with
a view to avoiding losses, rather than to making profits,
however small.  So far as Canadian trade with Great
Britain is concermned a inore cheerful outlook is pre-
sented in the annual trade circular of Singleton, Dunn
and Co., of Glasgow, Scotland. ‘They say: *Pitch
pine timber and Canadian deale during the past year
largely took the place of North of Europe red and
whitewood logs and deals. The cheapness and excel-
lence of sawn pitch pine has enabled it to supercede
the Baltic logs, and this not only in the Clyde but very
largely too in the other parts of Scotland.  Baltic deals,
9 in. and up, x 3, were higher than Canadian deals,
and dealers bought the katter . i. f. much more exten-
sively than in former years. It scems probable that
this will be repeated, as Baltic 9 x 3 white deals are
quoted abow similar to the last vear's rates.” “There is
some hope of an carly revival of trade in South Amer-
ica and information that comes to us from British
Columbia correspondents who have an acute interest in
Australian conditions, gives hope that the depression
in these colonies has nearly spent itself,

TORONTO, ONT.
ToroxTo, February =8, 1893,
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QUEBEC, QUL
QuEunce, February 28, 1893,
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DEALS,

Urnizht, according to mill specification, $i15 to $raz for 152, $78 to $32 for
, 2nd, and $37 10 $42 for 3rd quality.
Bright spruce, accon!in}: to mill specitication, $40 10 $43 for 132, $27 10 $28
for and, $a3 10 $35 for 3rd, and $19 10 S21 for ) quality.

BOSTON, MASS.

Bostox, Mass,, Fel: 28.—There is some difficulty in
getting at the true condition of the spruce market
owing to the conflicting nature of reports coming from
loggers and mill.  “The story is being circulated in some
localities that there is no snow, but the general verdict
contradicts this statememt. Trade generally is slow
with expectations, however, of active building opera-
tions this spriny and summer, which will give lumber

good stimulus and keep prices firm.
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OSWEGO, N.Y.
OSWEGO, N. Y., Feb. 28.—Cold weather is retarding
trade to some extent. The generml outlaok, however,
is eacouraging.
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