THE CATHOLIC REGISTER.

JUDGMENT OF SOLOMON

Its Applioation in the Eduscation
Controversy.

WHIUH 18 THE TRUE MOTHER?

7o the Bditor of the Catholic Register,

Kindly permit me to place bofore the
readers of your valuablo paper, Father
Young's * Judgment of Solomon’ on
the Boliool Question (Oatholic and
Protestant oountries compared, page
200). With a fow slight changes,
which tko reador can oasily make, it
will apply oqually well to our own
Bohool Queation :

« My readers will recall the Soript-
ure story ; how King Solomon the
VWise gave a judgment which at
onoe disecvered tho true mother of
the ohild olsimed by two women.
¢Divide the child ir two, and give
a half to each woman' was the
decree, ‘1 am ocontent’ said the im-
poater. ¢ Nay,” oried out the true
mother, ¢ not 80 ; do not kill the child
but give it to her that it may live.'
Then said the wise King: ¢ Givo the
child to her, and let it not be divided,
for she is the true mother thercofl.'”

What spplioation has this wise
judgment of Solomon to the present
contention between Catholics and Pro
testants as to who shall have thechild,
all of the child, so as that it may re-
ceive proper intellootual, moral and re-
ligious education, a whols, fruoe, living
eduoation ?

That which goes to make up a true
education is composed of two elements
well distinguished as religious and
secular. To day we hear a popular,
insincere clamor, all the more self-
condemuatory in those who use it,
which distinguishes those elements as
seotarian and non-scetarian. Given
together both these elements combine
to unify the educational vitality of the

child and they mutually strenghten
each other. To divide them i as
fatal o the true mental and moral be-
ing of a child as it would be its oer-
tain death to force a separation be
tween its soul and body, to divide the
spititual from the material element of
a living man, This has not only been
the conatant assertion of the Catholie
Church, but until the Iate rise of
Nuollifidian (no faith) sceularism in
politics and education, threatening a
violent disruption of the political and
social order, such was also ths com-
mon sentiment of all religious-minded
Protestaunts. . . . Who does not see
that the popular Protestant cry to-day
is: ¢Divide the child in two. We
are ocontent!' And what is enough
to make one shudder with harror is to
hear in effect, the insane clamor from
the Protestant maultitude: ¢ Divide
all the children in two with the sword
of the state; sooner than that the Cath-
olic children shall live, let the sword
fall as well upon our own!” But let
us look further in order to seo even yet
31101;; olearly wh;oh is the true Mfother
in this rivalry for poesession of the
child. As yet the sentence of Solomon,
*@ive the living child to Oatholio
woman for she is the mother thereof,
kas not been pronounced, and as the
impostor same before Solomon's jnds-
mont-seat in possession of the ohild,
80 Protestants are now practically in
ion of the chiidren, as a body,
in this couniry. Now for the test.

Thas the Oatholic woman: ¢I
pray thee, O just and wise State, %0
grant unto me thy servant that I may
give suck untomy child. Behold how
it 1 ishes and fainte for wanb of
nourishment, snd ¢ my bowels of com-
passion are moved upon my ohild * as
I witnees its sufferings., Behold my
broasts are full, and this other woman's
are dzy, Therefore, sufferme to come
unto tho child that X may suckle it.”

.. ' Nay, I will not that sho come near
it1" ories out the Protestant woman,
‘“ Koop her off, O King Buato! Dony
hor all acoces to the olild. No sce-
tarianiam in the publio schools! 1Is
not that tho law whioh the Protoctors
of Awmerican Institutions would fain
mako, O King Stato, if thoy could ? It
is truo, I hava little or no * sootarian *
wilk to give tho child, for my broasts
aro dry, or 80 noasly dry that tho child
will not suvk. But then neither
ghall she suckle it, howover full hor
breasts. Keep hor off ; for if once she
bo permitted to narso the oluld before
thine oyes, O Stato, and in tho sight
of all tho peopie, then will her fruit.
fulnoss be shown, and the shame of my
barronness be made manifost.”

“*Then I pray, ' still pleads the
Catholio woman, * that I may, at
loast, take the ohild under my own
roof-treo and there minister unto its
wants.”” ¢ Forbid hor also this,”
orios the other; and there is a dog in
the manger, wrath in her oyes and
fury in her bands," as shio looks around
for her friends and neighbors, her
“EvangolicaljAlliauce," her ¢* National
Loague for the Protection of Ameriocan
Institutions,” her ¢ A.P.A.'s "' and her
“Toyal British Orangemen,” who
have come over to help ‘' protect
American Institutions.” * Noforeign
domination I" carried by the British
Orangemen ; *- no Church and State!”
carried by the Lvangelical Alliance,
which labored hard in Congross to ce-
tablish the Protestant religion, and
failed, *“no State aid o sectarian
schools!" carried by the National
League for P.A.Ls, and, in place of &
banner, an old hangman's noose form.
erly used in Ireland to choke the Cath.
olic woman's brothers who were sahool-
mastecs, carried by the A.P.A.g, and
the United Order of American Me.
chanics.

And as they all stand face to face
round about the king's judgment seat,
King State sayeth to s officers.
* Bring me a sword 1" and the friends
of the Protestant woman bring him a
gharp sword they have themselves
prepared—the sword of the * XVIth
Amendment to the Constitution.”
And when they have brought the sword
to the king, ** Divide,” saith he, * the
living child in two, and give half to
the ono and half to the other.” And
the woman whose child is alive saith
to the king (for her bowels yearn upon
ber child); ¢« I beseech thee, my lord,
give her the child alive, and do not
kill it, but grant me leave to come
unto it, 80 that it dio not ; I will stand
withont her school house all the
day, snd when she and the child shall
be weary of eaoh cther, then thy serv-
ant craves to be let come near unto
the fruit of her own womb for the
space of & brief halt hoar, O King
State, and in haste will I suckle it
that it die not, and go my way." But
the other criesout : ¢ Let it be neither
mine nor hers, but Nullifidian, and be
divided, though it die.”

Shall not the King State answer
and say in the words of Solomon the
Wise : ‘¢ Give the living child to the
Oatholic woman, and let it not be
divided, for she is the true mother
thereof ?” And shall not all America
¢ hear the judgment which King State
shall judge and fear the kind, sceing
that the wisdom of God is in him to do
judgment Yours &c., J. F.

The ‘prieat” who figured in that
church fight out in Omaba Isst week
iz not & regularly ordained clergymen,
bat claims to bave been ordained by
“ Archbishop” Vilatte, whoe own
orders are not beyond question. The
trouble was another of those sennecless
ones which newlylanded Poles seem
bent upon fomenting in their parishes
whenever things do not happen to go
to their likisg, The “priest™ who
attempted to hold thia church from the
regular congregation, to whom even the
civil courts had decreed it, scems to
blame for this OQwmalha occurrence

however.

CARDINAL GIBBONXS,

Mis @pinlon of Farmer Priesis Who Mallgn
tho Catholle (hareh.

Cardinal Gibbons, in a sermon de-
liverod last Sunday at the Baltimoro
Oathedral, said in part : ¥ How truo it
is that history ropeats, Tho same
calumnies that wero uttored sgainst
our Lord and Saviour in his day, tho
same columnics that weora inoulcatod
sgainat the primitive church are ven.
tilated to-day against the Church of
God, her olergy and members,

“ Lot mo give ono instanco out of
& thousand that I might bring forward
toillustrats the subject. The Oatholio
Church is jealous of the honor aud
rectitude of her olergy. It is her
constant aim that they should walk in
innocence and blameclessncss of life.
But whenever any of her olergy is
known to have contracted any degrad-
ing habits incompatible with hiy ssored
calling, he is witkdrawn from the
antive pursuits of the ministry until he
haw given marka of reformation.

“ But we find it vory bard to please
our encmies. They are vory inconsis
ent. If we were to retain s degener-
ato clergy in tho oxercise of the public
miniatry, they would point the finger
of scorn at us and say: ¢Seo how
low is tho moral stardard of the Oatho-
lic clergy.’ If we dismis~ ono of them
from the sorvico of the altar, they will
forthwith pick him up from tho gutter
and receive this “ fallen angol® with
open arms; thoy will embrace him as
a long lost brother and take bim to
their bosom and lead him about the
country like somo strange animal and
oxhibit him to public gaze,

« Ho is sure, of course, to misrepro-
sentand malign the Ghurch, for what son
ever apoke kindly of the mother whom
ho had insulted and dishonored? His
maaters are suro to diotate the subjects
on which he is to speak, which are
popular and attractive for the time
beiog, such as the everlasting inquisi-
tion, the confessional and the Pope.
They affect to bolieve this man in his
fall, whom they would not hear wien
he was honored in the sanctuary.

“ If it is » sin to tell & jocoee lie, if it
is a crime to calumniate one's neighbor
how shall we characterize the ofiense
of those who malign the Iargest bo iy of
Christisus in the world? And the
calumny becomes all the more repre
hensible when uttered from a Coristian
pulpit, which ought to bo the chair of
trath. A slander uttered there is anag-
gravated offense agsiost truth and
justice, charity snd religion.”

Don't Get Up Early.

It is said to be natursal, that. is
physiological, to rise early and evjoy
the beautiesof sunrise. If wo ask why,
we are treated to various trenscenden-
tal theories about the vivifying in-
fluence of the sun, and are told to take
example by tho birds of tho airand the
beaat of the field, or so many of them
as are not nocturnal in their habit.
But, as a matter of foct, phyziology, so
far as it has aoything to say on the
sabject at all, is all s_gamgt tho enly
rising theory. Physiological experi-
ment appears to show that man does
not work best and fastost in the early
morning hours but on the contrary,
about middsy. The desire to rise
early, except in thoee trained from
yeuth to outdoor pursuits, 18 commonly
a aign not of strength of character and
vigor of the body, but of advancing
age. Thus paterfamilias, who goes to
bed at 11 P. M., wants to get up at 5
or 6 A. M., and looks upon his healthy
son, who lies till 8, ss a sloggard,
When this interpretation of a proverb
about the health and wealth to be got
from early rising ia combinod with the
still more foolish adsgo which says of
alogp : * Six heurs for a man, seven
for » woman and eight for a fool,’ thea
wo have & vicious system capable of
working great mischief to yousg people
of both sexes,

A Cardinal’s Prophecy,

mnaa—

A fow years ago, says tho Now York
Sun, tho late Cardinal Lavigorie or.
ganized his band of White Fathers on
the northern border of the Sabara.
They wore enlistod for the work of
oxtonding their faith and the know-
lodge of civihization among the desert
tribos. Whon the aged Cardinal con.
soorated the pioneors in this service,
on tho edgo of the degert at Biekra, ho
pointed ovor the sandy waste boforo
them and told the devoted band that
thoy or their successors would some
day cross those thirsty plains and
preach the Gospel in the streots of
Timbuotoo.

Lioss than ton years have sinc
elapsed, Who that read the burning
words epoken by tho venerable pre-
late on that day thought of them
ather than tho zeolous uttorances of &
good but visionary old man? Who

reamed then that to-day a party of
these White Fathors would be on their
way to the forbidden city, certain that
no man will stay the ir progress, and
that they will be as safe within the
shadow of Tunbuctoo's mosques as in
the stroets of Algiers ?

The impossible hashappened. There
are scores of white men in the famous
town, which, up to January, 1894,
only four or five disguised Europeans
had ever seen, and then at tbe peri]
of their lives. Thore are French forts
with guns pointed out over the desert
whence the nomad Tuaregs used to
come on their fierce raids; and the
upper Niger offors an unimpeded
highway to the doora of Timbuctoo,

A little later, when Cardinal La.
vigerie preached his anti-slavery oru-
sade, and by his eloquence moved
geveral nations to concerted action for
the suppression of the export trade
and of slave raiding in the interior, he
said, on the platform of Exeter Hall,
that within a sooro of years the civil-
ized world would free the remotest
parts of Africa from the horrors of the
slave chase, and that in half that timo
this crime must be stifled in 1ts hot-
bed, the Congo basin.

Who believed the Cardinal’s words
would come true ? The war he preach.
ed seemed the work of a century. The
white influences that in a few years.
might be brought to bear upor inner
Africa seemed contemptible in com-
parison with the deep rooted and widely
spread evil to be fought. Where were
the men who could live in that bane-
ful climate and hold in cheok the rich
and arrogant Arab raiders ?

Though wholly unforseen, the op-
portunity came and the men to meet
it. The war, which the Congo State
weald bave averted if it coold, was
torced upon it by the Arabs. That
glorions campaign, led by a baundful
of Belgian officers with a few thonsand
native soldiers, lasted two years, until
every slave raider in the Congo State
had been driven out of the country,
and across Tanganyika ; and the Ger-
man flag is now flying av Ujiji and
other Arab strongholds east of that
lake, once the great cenires of ths
slave raiding powers.

Nothing in the last quarter of this
century was so completely unforeseen,
orseemed 80 incredible when predioted,
as this wonderfal march of events in
Afries.

Too Sudden.

Olergyman (showing & Iady visitor
round the church): ¢ Now, madam,
you have seen the organ, the font and
the nave ; I should next like to conduct
you to the altar,” .

Lady Visitor: ¢ Oh! this is 30 sud-
den.”—Ohurch Review.

e

Try to keep clear of prejudice, and be
willing to alter soy opinion you may hold
when forther light breaks spon your mind.
He is clever beyond precedent, or woak be.
yond measure, who never sees reason to
change his judgment of men and thingy,




