
Scenc: in a French Prison.

zonera a conjure, upon two or three bricks or stones in the pr:son.
yard, and mnaking it boit by keeping-a strait i-e under it, fed %% ith
sticks, wvhich we parchased for the purpo*s;e in snal fagots. On
a certain day, whilst many of the prisoners %vere thus busily en-
gaged in tending t'ieir conjurcs, ani were just about to
enjoy the food they had prepared, the commissaîry niade bis
oppearance, and sternly ordered ail the prisoners to bc immedi-
ately turne(l into the orchard to be mustered. Every one en-
gage'I in his culinary eniployment was forthwith obliged to cen'se
tending his littie fire, unid leave the con jurees, wilh ail they con-
tained, ta their chance. ln the orchard we were detained for
tbree bours, hungry and fiiint, but stili hoping Io enjoy our soup
and gruel, although cold. When, howvever, we were admittedl
into the prison-yard, piteous ivas the scene wvhicb presented it-
self to us. During aur absence, the unfeeling commissary had givEn
command that ail aur conjurees should be hroken to pieces, aînd
their contents shed upon the ground ; pretcnding that the sinoke
of our Iittle «*fires would soit the walls of aur prison!

H-itherta we had been able ta bear up against our troubles with
toterable fortitude. Our zillowance of bread was indeed scanty,
qnd ils quality coarse, yet ive had not perceived it to be pernici.
ons. It was not long, boweve r, before ive had to enumerate this
circumstance.among our calamities.

The close of the year 1794 was incleed a time of great scarci-
ty, owving both ta the badness of the preceding season, and the
desolating conscriptions which had been Ievied, as well tipon the
cultivators of the soit, as on other classes of the community, in
order ta sweil tbe ranks of the army, ta the comparative neglect
of agriculture. The prisoners of war were sure nat f0 be t he
lasi on whom the consequences of these disasters would fait. To-
wardse the close of the autumrn, wve began ta perceive a deteriorn-
tion in the quality of aur breadl, and ta feel the effects of it in oui-
health. Every week its qualify bec-ame percepfibiy worse. tli
from the caarsest and worst kind of wvheaten flour, it nt length ,vas
macle of such a vile admixture of barley, îye, and other wretch-
ed materials, that the banves had scarcely the appearance af brend.
An encrustation, full af huSks of various grain, ivas hardly passes-
sed af sufficient cansistency (o hold together ifs Ioathsoméa con-
tents. On removingr the crust, nothing generally presented itzelf
but a blackisb paste, 50 revolting ta look upan, that nothing short
of actual starvation could bring a hurnan being to eat il. A povcd
and a haWfper dlay of this wretched substitute for brend, together
with water ta drink, was ai] the provision allowed nt this tinfe for
out support ! The result upon the bealth and life of the prison-
ers may easily hé im.-g-ined. That large proportion of aur 1.1-
mates, who through paverty were restricted ta the priçon allotw-
ance, speedily began ta droop under the withering influence ol
disease. Those whase constitution was lese robust than the re't
fell early victims, and thus escaped the increasing barrai-s nhicb


