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MEMOIR OF DR. BATEMAN.

Concluded.

Inthe courso of the swinmer his health and
qrength were counsiderably recruited: but to-
wards the close of it, a htile overcxertion in
walking brought on an nccession of f(ever, and a
great sgaravation of all the symptoms of hts dis
order; but still he continued able to take a hitle
exercise. Wlile he remained in the country
ko had much leisure, wlich was devoted entire
ly to religwus reading; for every other subject
had now become insipd sud uninteresting to
him; and never did the pursuits of science and
Iterature affusd him such vivid enjoyments as
he now recewved from these hallowed studies
In November he rexoved to Whitby for the
‘winter: and his health continued in much the
same state tidl a shoil tune before Chiristmos,
when 8 walk, rather longer than usual, again
produced mereased fever and dehility; and from
that perind his strength and appetite visbin de
clined, while his spirt was s visibly ripening
for heaven. Ihis faith and patience were
slrengthened; his hope was increased; lus charn-
ty enlarged: yet he was naturally so extremcly

- eserved in the expression of s feelings, that
a0 rarely spoke of them tll watlin the last month
“of his life, when he rejoiced “ with o joy un
speakable and full of glory,” which bore down
all .oppusition; for he cxperienced u happiness
to which all the accumulsted enjoyments of tus
whole previous hle could benr no prapustion or
comparison, cven that ¢ peacs of God™ winch
‘¢ nasseth all vuderstanding,” and which must
bo felt, or nt least witnessed, in order to form
any just conceplion of its nature and effects
What a atriking example did our dying friend
now exhioit to us!  Frem his early youth he
had devoted himsel with debight and ndusiry
to the acqusition of knowledge, and the pur-
suits of literature and science; and he “had his
reward” in the honour and reputation which his
success had procured for him, & roward wiich
he Lkeenly cunjoyed, and very highly prized
'Those ‘who have known only the ‘pleasure,
which arise from wosldly gratfications, surel,

1to those who have eaperienced both, to apprecy-
.nte esther.  Aad haw did De Bateman appro-
ciate them? In contrasting, o8 he frequently
did, his present happiness with all that he had
formerly enjoyed und celled happiness, he scemn
ed ulways at a lnsa to find wurds 1o express
vhow poory and wean, and despicable all earthly
caratfication apprared to lim, when compurcd
with that “joy and peace in believing,” wiieh
naow filled s sonl; and * one particle of winch,”
he sometimes said, * ten thousund worlds would
“not tempt ham 10 part winh.?  And it should be
rremembered, thot this was nat the evidence uf a
man disappointed in b worldly pursuits: be had
already, as before observed, * had his reward”
in this aorld—he had experienced the utmost
success in the path which he had chusen—he
hiad been keenly susceptible of intellectual plea
sures; aud of these, as well as of all wnterior
amusements, be hud enjoyed more than a com
won partion.  But when the only object that
con sausly the ailections and fitl the cupacities
ot a ratienal and unnortal being revealed to i
—wiien he viened by the eye of fwith that hfe
and unmortality wiich ure brought to light by
the gospel—carthly fame, aud honour, and plea-
sure, sunk mto the dust: und, 0 reflecting upon
tus past hfe, the only thing that garve lnm any
satisfuction was the hope that hs labours might
have beeu benefictal to lug fellow-crestures, (or
whom his charity had now bhecame unbounded.
{1e often sand, that ¢ the blessing of his conver-
sion was never out of s mrnd duy or night; that
it was a theme of perpetual thanksgiving; and
that he neser awoke m the might without being
overwhelmed with g0y and gestitude in the re-
collection of it.”  He slwayvs spoke of his long
wodily affhictions wih the must devout thank
fulness, ns having been wstrumental in bring
ng lumto Gud; and considered Ins alimost totu!
bhindness as an espectal mercy, becavse, by
shutting ovt eaternal oljects, it had enadled
lim to devote lus mind more entirely to spuritual
things. Ofien, Iatterly, be expresscd an ardent
desire to * depart and 1o be with Christ;? but
always added, thut hie was cheerfully willing to
wait the Lord’s pleasure, certamm that of he was
continuved 1n this world 1t was anly for s own
good, and 10 melic lnm more % meet to be a pac-
taker of the imbentance of the suints in hght
He bore his koddy afilict.ons with the most
exemplary puticnce, and even cheerfulness, and
contihunily expressed his thankfuluess that they
were not greater; semetimes gaying, ¢ What
biessing it is to be allowed to shp gently and
gradually outof hfe as 1 am domng!™  He would
not allow any onc to speake of his sufferings, al
ways snying, ‘they did not deserve a stronger
name than conveniences ”  11e newher com
plained himself, nor would permit others to com
plain for Jum. Once, when the nurse who at
tended him £3id, * Oh that cough!how trouble-

«

|
|

some it is!" he replicd, ¢ Havo a httle patience,
nurae: [ shall soon be in n better world; and
what a glorinug change that will bo!” Indeed
the joy of his mind seemed to have abaorbed all
sense of his physical sufferings. [ once reinark-
ed 1o him, that hie appeared to have experienced
no intermission of these joyful feelings; and he

answered, “,For some months pust never, and
never the smullest rising of any thing hike impu-
nence or complant.””  His mind, naturally ue-
tive nnd ardent, retwned all g3 powers in full
vigour to the lust taoment of his Iife, and wae
uever ance clouded or debilitated, cven in the
most depressing nervous  languors.  Indecd,
after the whole current of his tastes and affce-
tions had been turned into a new chunnel, its
ardour gnd activity rather increased than dimi-
mshud, from the dz2ep coaviction which die folt
of the superiorily of -hie present views avd pur-
=unts to all that hod hitherto cugrossed b
During the iast week of his life, expecially, the
strength and clearness ofins intellect nnd of hie
spirilual perceplions, were v.ry itcmathable;
and on ita boing one day observed to bum, that
as his bodily powers decayed, those of lus soul
reemedl to become more vigorous, he rephied,
They do, exactly in an inverse ratio: J have
teeo very sensible of it.”

He conversed with the greatest animation all
the day, and almost all the night, preceding hia
death, mincipally on the joys of beaven and the
glorous change he was svun ta experience; of-
tcn excélmming, * What a happy hour will the
hour of-death be!”  He dwelt much on the des.
eription of the new Jerusalem sn the Revelation
of St. Jaohin, and hstened with great debpht to
several passages from Baxter’s ¢ Sant’s Rest,”
and to some of Walts’s hymns «n the sae sul.
ject.  Oncein the mght ke smid fo his mother,
¢ Surely you are ant 10 tears!  Mine is acage
that calls for rejoicing, and not fur sorrow. G-
ty think whatil willbe to drop tlus poor, frail,
perishing Lody, nnd to ga te the glonies that ar
set belore me!””  Not more thun an hour befure
"his death, when he had been expressing iy
feith and hope m very animated terms, I remark-
ed 10 lim, how stiking was the umfaranty of
faith and of feeling expressed by beliovers at
every dustance of tme and place, and spoke ef
it ag snandisputable evidence that these graces
are wrought by “ane and the sdifkame Spirt,”
and as a proof of the truth of the Bible, the pro-
nuses and descrptions of which are thus so
sadungly fulfilied and exemphiied.  He entered
mto the grgument with his accustoand energy,
and assented to ats truth with delyght It seemn-
ed rematkuble, thot though he had during his
whole illness been very senatble of s increas-
ing weakness, and bhad watched and marked
accuralely all s gradstions, yct ho spohe, ta
the last moments of his hie, of going dovwa slairy
as usual,— (he had been carried up and down
for several days,)—and smd, *¢ It could not ge-
quire more thun a very few weeks now to wear
him out;” nat appeating to be at all unare that
his end was so very near, Gl about hulian huwr




