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iesaiflcandum. The language of the statute
'which authorizes nie to grant a habeas corpus ad
testiftcandum, in order to assist in any inquiry
in -any court of record, is quite large enougli to
enable me in this case to issue the writ, as the
coroner's court is a court of record. ý The affi-
davit, -however, at present before the court, is
defective in flot stating that the prisoner is ad-
vised and believea that it is necessary to tender
himself as a witness at the inquest. If this de-
fect be supp]ied hy another sufficient affidavit, 1
shall issue a habeas corpzs, under which the
prisoner will be legally brouglit forward at the
inquest before the coroner.

A supplementary affidavit was, accordingly,
made by the applicant's attorney, stating that
he was adiised and believed that the presence
of the said Patricke Reardon would be neces&ary
at the corouier's inquest on the body of said
Kate Pyne, to be held on October 6, inasrntich
as it was intended to tender the said Patrick
Reardon as a wituess, and to examine him in
relation to said inquest.

And, thereupon, a writ of habeas corpue was
issued, directed to the sheriff of the city of
Dublin, and to the Goverilor of Richmondt
Bridewell, coniinanding as follows :"That
you have before N. C. White, gentleman, one
of the coroners, on Monday, the 6th day of Oc-
tober instant, at the place known as and called
the Morgue, in, &c., the body of Patrick Rear-
don, being conimitted and detained in, &e., to-
gether with the day and cause of bis being
taken and detained, by whatsoever name le may
'be called therein, in order and so that hie may
be then and there in attendance before the said
coroner, at, upon, and during the taking of a
certain inquest and inquisition holden by the
said coroner at the time and place aforesaid,
touching the death of one Kate Pyne, and in
order and so that lie may be then and there ex-
amined as a witnes.9, at and upon the taking of
the inquee4 and inquisition aforesaid, and so
from day to day, until the taking of the said
inquest and inquisition shahl have concluded.
.And, when the taking of the said inquest and
inquisition shall have concluded, then that you
take him back withoi;t delay to said gaol, under

*See 1& 2Ph. &M. c. 13, s. 5; 2 Hawk., P. C,, cor-
Oner b 2 c. 9, s, 31; 2 Hale P.C. 65; Gar'nett y. Fer-
ral,dz, ÏÏ .61 9 D & R. 657. go, iu Thomas v.
Ckirton, 31 L. J. Q. B. 140,2 B. & S. 4 78, Cromptonj.
observes, IlMy Lord is coroner of England, and 1 thinS that every coroner is a judge of a court of record -it
shows what a high etice 4e holds, and what high fu'nc-
tions ho bas." And furtber, as to thie dignity of coroner
mse 2 lst. 31, 173~ * ad that the Chie! Justice of the
court of queen's ý6ch le Supreme Coroner, see R. y.Jg. of Gloucesterghtre, 7 E. & B. 805, 29 L. T., 180. As
to where a habea corpu8 ad test, lies, under 44 Oto. Ill.,c. 102, »e &IBO, Re Gaiwey, 19 L. T. N. B. 262.-..».
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The Wills Act of 1873 was not passe1

before the necessity for some legislatiOP
on the subjeet was feit. The lawv ha'1 ý
been for many. years ini an unsatisfactoil
position, not only in maniy partiulX 0

affecting the executioiî and revocation Of
wvills and testamentary capacity, bUý
from the fact tbat much of the law on the
subject, being contained in Imperial ActS,
was inat:cessible to laymen generally, 10
well as to miany of the profession iii th40
rural districts. A somewhat similOX,
mecasure, hased upon the English ACt,
was, we believe, prepared by the latO
Chancellor Vankoughnet when in Parlir
ment, and wa-s uiîderstood to have beeO
revised at his instance by Sir James 3W
caulay and Judge Gowan, but for soflO
reason it neyer came to anything. ThetO
seemed to have been some feeling, ut thse
time that it ight be dangerous in
country like thistto impose 0rigid ruieo
with regard to the execution of wi11S
whicli were commonly drawn not bl
lawyers, but by laymen throughout tb
country. Whatever weight there nOf
have been in this objection, it can scarcel'
be dloubted that the time has come e
putting the law upon a proper footi"%g
and assimilating it in manay respects to the
Imperial Acts. One great advantage A6
that -&e shahl now get the benefit of tl.
light which has been thrown upon i
lar provisions in England by numer0l'!
decided cases.

The public is indcbted to Mr. Mereditb
for the introdluction of the Act whiC
came into force here on the let JanulY
last. His objeet was in the first place to
do awny -with the unsatisfactory stat
things already alluded to; and, in the 0.
place, tointroduceinto ourlawthoseamlel 4

ment8 made by the Imperial Act, 1 ViG4
cap. 26, which had not already been inle
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your custody, and cause hlm to be detait3O&
therein, under safe custody, until hie shall~
froml thence discharged by due course of law."
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