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But when then Premier McBride asked me to prepare
Memo ‘A" for his guidance in framing a ‘‘Railway Poliey,””
he said that the inability of suech Railways to pay Interest
durm% their ear F E‘eau 0 (Peratlon Was 80 we nown, that

need not record that obviour fact in my Memo., because they
aocept«-& the view that the projected Rallways would save
much otherwise required cost for public roads, and expedite
development of the country.

But direetly Messrs, McBride and Bowser disclosed to
the Cabinet on Oectober 21st, 1909, their deal with Mackenzie

& Mann, making believe that Mackenzie & Mann would pay
the Interest on the Bonds ‘‘and that the Province would never

be ealled upon to pa onm
Hon, F. J. Emton !nowmg that there was a practical cer-
tainty that the Provincial Treasury would have to pay the Inter-
est aceruing, emphatically protested against thus over-burden-
ing British Columbia, and as their protests proved futile, they
prowptly resigned to emphasize their protest, and warn the
voters before the 1909 General Election could be swung over
the people to confirm the deal with Mackenzie and Mann.
The Hon. Capt. Tatlow came straight from the Execative
Couneil to tell me in the ‘‘Cedar Room'’ (adjoining the Leg-
islative Chamber) that he had resigned, because that heavy
financial burden would inevitably fall on British Columbia
taxpayers, and practically none of the safeguards suggested
in my Memo ‘“A’ would be applied by Messrs, McBride and
Bowser in the draft of the Bill which I understood Mr, Bowser
had either read or cutlined to the Ministers in that Executive
Couneil, o

WHY HONOURABLE MINISTERS RESIGNED.

Capt. Tatlow said he had felt impelled to resign, because
it was his duty as Finance Minister to take that constitutional
course, and tell me first of anyone outside, hecause I had so
freely given that Memo to help Ministers to protect the publie
interest. He asked me pointedly, ‘‘Is that democratic govern-
ment on the part of Messrs. McBride and Bowser to decide
such vital policy and ineur such heavy Provincial liabilities,
without frankly consulting their colleagues’ opinions in Execu-
tive before arriving at such momentous decisions—much more
hefore making such a binding agreement with Mackenzie and
Mannt"’

1 replied that it appeared very trying, but suggested that
he (Capt. Tatlow) could probably exert more effective guid-

by their agreement.

Next I suggested that at least it would be wise to sleep




