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especially, for the purpose of forcibly keeping the 
exploited classes in the condition of oppression cor
responding! with the given mode of production 
(slavery, serfdom, wage-labor). The State was 
the official representative of society as a whole ; the 
gathering of it together into a visible embodiment. 
But it was this only in so far as it was the State of 
that class which itself represented, for the time 
being, society as a whole; in ancient times, the 
State of slave-owning citizens ; in the middle ages, 
the feudal lords ; in our own time, the bourgeoisie. 
When at last it becomes the real representative of 
the whole of society, it renders itself unnecessary. 
As soon as there is no longer any social class to be 
held in subjection ; as soon as class rule, and the in
dividual struggle for existence based upon our pre
sent anarchy in production, with the collisions and 
excesses arising from these, are removed, nothing 
more remains to be repressed, and a special re
pressive force, a State, is no longer necessary. The 
first act by virtue of which the State really consti
tutes itself the representative of the whole of so
ciety—the taking possession of the means of pro
duction in the name of society—this is, at the same 
time, its last independent act as a State. State in
terference in social relations becomes, in one do
main after another, superfluous, and then dies out 
of itself ; the government of persons is replaced 
by the administration of things, and by the conduct 
of processes of production. The State is not “abol
ished.” It dies out. This gives the measure of 
the value of the phrase "a free State,” both as to 
its justifiable use at times by agitators, and as to its 
ultimate scientific insufficiency; and also of the de-


