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Hawkcsbuiy: I accordingly prepared and^iteut the

draft to his Lordship, who sent me a ktfjtr in the

course of the night, stating, that on further reflection

he was of opinion, that the niorovv seas should be ex-

pressly excepted, they having been, as his Lordship

remarked, immemorially considered to be within the

dominion of Great Britain ; that with this correction

he had sent the proposed convention to Lord Hawkes-

bury, who, his Lordship presumed, would not sign it

before he should have consulted the Juds;e ofthe High

Court of Admiralty, Sir William Scott.

** As I had supposed, from tlic tenor of my confer-

ences with Lord St. Vincent, that the doctrine of the

mare clausum would not be revived against us on this

occasion, but that England would be content with

the limited jurisdiction or dominion over the seas ad-

jacent to her territories, which is assigned by the law

of nations to other states, 1 was not a little disappoint-

ed on receiving this communication ; and after weigh,

ing Mrell the nature of the principle and the disadvan.

tages of its admission, I concluded to abandon the

negociation rather than to acquiesce in the doctrine it

proposed to establish.

"I regret not to have been able to put this business

on a satisfactory footing, knowing, as I do, its very

great importance to both parties ; but I flatter myself

that I have not misijudged the interest of oi;f own
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