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No. 2.

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Mears to Captain Colnett,

dated 17th April 1789.

In Mr. Mian*5 Memorial of ^otb April 1 790. (No. 1.)

SIR Macoa, 17th April 1789.

SO foon as the Argonaut is ready for fea, you will

proceed on your voyage, and put into execution the

leveral plans we have laid down, and with which you
are fo thoroughly acquainted ; you are alfo fo perfe^ly

informed of the balls they are founded on, that any re-

capitulation here would be needlefs. We place the

llrongeft reliance on your perfeverance^ temper, and

prudence, and are convinced that our hopes can only

be matured but through an exertion of thofe difpofi-

tions; we ftrenuoufly recommend a moderate ufe of
the powers you are inverted with, not only in your
tranfadiions with Ihips of foreign nations, who muft
be treated with that good faith and generofity which is

the charadleriftic of the Englilh nation, and which
muft turn ultimately to the honour and credit of your

employers, but to all fhips of our own nation, to

whom we defire you to be particularly attentive in cafe

of diftrefs, or any other calamitous fituation they may
be thrown into ; we imprefs on your mind this point,

not only for the honour and credit refulting to us from
fuch a liberal line of conduct, but from the abfolute

neceflity of avoiding all fubjed of difpute with foreign

powers ; we hope that no motive whatever will induce

you to deviate from this point, as we aflure you, that

a commerce that is not carried on with honour and re-

fpedtability, as well as humanity, would be entirely re-

pugnant to our feelings as men, and characters as Bri-

tifli merchants, a character which appears to us in fo

refpedtable a light, that no emolument, no advantage

whatever.
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