
The Sbcqet of Good Whiting.-^The grand secret of good
writing seems to be in this very simple maxim : Be sure you
have an idea before you attempt to express it. If you clearly

Gompreheiid in your own mind whiit you wish to communicate,
nature and reason, together with a little practice, will most cer-

tainly teach you how tq say it in an appropriate manner.
A single idea is fully sufljcient for one mind to manage at one

time, And it mi^y be added that if the idea is of much import-
ance, it would be the most dignific4 by being honored with a
private carriage.

Divide and conquer is as val\;able a rule in literary ais in mili-

tary tactics. The more extensive the theme which the writer
proposes to himself to discuss, the less, usually, he has to say

upon it. Some subjects can be mastered with ease only by de-

scending from generiUs to pai'ticulars, and treating of the subjects

in their individual parts.

There is nothing more popular, especially with young >vrlters,

than brilliancy of style. This manner "of writing is certainly ex-
cellent in ijts proper plHce, but there are many topics which do
not require this quality, and many are much injured by it. The
language of every dissertation should be that which is best cal-

culated to express the thoughts in the happiest manner.

As the ray of the sun will not enkindle a blaze unless brought
to a focus, so th^ thoughts of the writer will riot set the hearte of

his readers on &re, uulsss all are made to converge to a single
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Some \<Triters seem unable to express themselves in a cool Na-

tional manner on any subject, ^yith them evjeiry virtiie is God-
like, every fault villainy, every breeze a tempest, every njojehill

a mountain. They apppalf to think thiair manner of writing is

sublimity ; but their judicious readers (if they have any such)

call it tragidity and absurdity.

The design of language gives expression to thought—rthat sty^e

of writing, therefore, lUust; necessarily heiU/? bc^t which most

perfectly conveys to the reader's mii^d what the writer intended

he should undeystand.-^Ga^Ae.
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Amusing ikfiscotJCBPtipN.-—Home, the author of Douglas, one

day entertaiued at lunch the Lady Randolph of his play, the ce-

lebrated Mrs. vSIddons. She was asked at table what beverage she

would take, and replied, « A little porter." Ringing the bell—
«' Bring a little porter fe* Mrs. Siddons," said the reverend dra-

matist 'to his servant. The servant returned in a few minutes,

bringing in from the street the least of the Geelic porters he could

find on the stand. Mrs. Siddons was convulsed with laughter-

just as Faulkner, of the Durhaui Circuit, was, when, between

"two acts, running about the ^ge after he had bfeto slain as Kolla,

he roared to the property niau, »* Where's the' bier P'* and a little

urchin answered, ••Mere, sir !" thrusting in Ms f^e •« a gill of

ale," which he had been intrusted to tkke behind' the scenes fr6m

the Green Dragon. '^
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