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was an extensive prospect over sea and land.

On returning to the town, myself and a fellow

voyager found it quite destitute of inns and

hotels, but were lucky enough to engage very

comfortable rooms in a private lodging-house.

May 9th to 20th.—Having called on the

governor and delivered my credentials, I

found myself most kindly and hospitably

received, not only by himself and family and

the authorities generally, but by a number

of private persons and families, to whom I

was gradually introduced. And here, once

for all, let me record my thanks to the many
kind friends I had the pleasure of making, for

their abundant hospitality, and assure them,

at the same time, that I shall studiously

avoid the ill-judged ostentation of gratitude,

of dragging their names before the public.

On the evening of May 12th, we were alarmed

by the cry of fire, and in a few hours a block

of houses in the principal street, in the

centre of the town, was burnt to the ground.

The behaviour of the military and the fire

companies was very good, and to their exer-

tions and those of the more respectable in-

habitants was owing the preservation of the


