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two memorable Orders which, unhappily, con-

tributed to aggravate the prejudices previously

entertained against Great Britain by a large

majority of the inhabitants of the United

States, and supplied the ostensible, but—as

circumstances, to be hereafter noticed, entitle

us to argue—not the real ground for the AVar

of 1812. It if well to bear in mind that this

Order was not the production of a Tory Min-

istry
; but of a "Whig Cabinet, headed by Mr.

Fox,—a man who will hardly be charged with

any bias towards the arbitrary exercise of the

influence and power of the Bi'tish Crown. It

is still more important to remark that, when

Mr. M .nroe, the United States Minister in

London, communicated the Order to his

government, he did so with comments expres-

sive of concurrence and satisfaction. " The

spirit ofthis Order," observes Mr. Alison, "was

to deprive the French, and all the nations sub-

ject to their control, which had embraced the

Continental system, of the advantages of the

coasting trade in neutral bottoms ; and, con-

sidering the much more violent and extensive

character of the Berlin Decree, ther" can be

r.o doubf that it was a very mild and lenient

measure of retaliation."

Vhc Order in Conn- The issuing of the Or-
cil Inoiigh smelly Jiisl,

'^

noi prrimps the host der in Council, though
cimise open to llie . , i , ^ .1 ,

Uriiish Goveraiiiciu. Just and defensible, was,

perhaps, an infelicitous proceeding. The

British Government might have tried instead

one or other of two expedients, either of which,

as matters turned out, would probably have

answered better than that which was adopted.

If they would not have been justified in treat-

ing the Emperor's fulmination with contempt

;

they might—on the one hand—have paused,

at least, to ascertain whether neutral powers

would acquiesce in his fi-r-ous enactment.

any such port ; and any vessel, after being so

T.nrned, or any vessel eomiiip; from any such port,

after a reasonnblo time sliiill have been uftbrded

for rp"eiving iiiCormatioii of this his majesty's

c .oit? wl'ich shall befouud proceeding to another

slich port, sha'l be captured and brought in, and,

tofietiier with her cargo, shall be condomned as

lawful ])ri?.<}. And his majesty's principal secret-

aries of state, the lords eonnnissionci'S of the

athiiirnlty, and the judges of the high court of

adiiiiriilty, and courts of vice admiralty, are to take

the necessai'y measures herein as to them shall

respectively uppertuin.

W. Fawkener.

This would have put the United States to the

test. Had they acquiesced, 'heir French sym-

pathies would have stood confessed, and the

pretext of a grievance—not discover^ 1 until

an interval of some months had elapsed*—in

the Order in Council, would have been com-

pletely slmt out ; had they rcmoncitrated

;

that would have been takingpart with justice,

and Buonaparte might have given way. Or

—

on the other liand—the boldest course of all

might have been pursued, and the whole

strength of our irresistible navy sent to lay

waste the French coast from Ostend to Ba-

3'onnc, which would soon have brought Buona-

parte to reason, and made him consider deliver-

ance from such a scourge—the sevcrify of

which he had good cause to know and dread

—cheaply purchased by the abrogation of his

Decree. The British Government, however,

resolved on a middle course ; and published

the " Order in Council," which v.hilst it was

insufficient to repel' the violence of the enemy,

assisted afterwards to bring on collision with

a neutral power. Still—as we have said, and

will repeat—the Order in Council, if it ^-ere

comparatively feeble and inefiBcient, stands

nevertheless, as to justice, on a position per-

fectly unassailable.

The United sintes Thc alternative of ob-
rni.*e no voiec aijiiiiisl . .

iji'oniiparie's Uecree. servf nt inactivity might

have been tried at the outset ; but certainly

could not have been long n'aintained ; and

must have given place soon to cncrget'c resist-

ance. Whilst the Berlin Decree \ is being

unsparingly executed, the neutral rations of

Denmark, Portugal, and the United States

—

by abstaining from remonstrance—received it,

as we are warranted in considering, with at

least silent acquiescence. The ;iknce of the

United States is the .nore to be deplored,

because that country—remote f'-om the theatre

of war, and completely secure frt.'a any at-

tempt of Buonaparte to shut up its ports

—

raight have spoken out in frank and honest

terms with safety. It is to be regretted, how-

ever, that the current of public feeling had

already begun to set the other way. When
tidings of the first aggression on the part of

the French Emperoi' reached them, no voice

•

* The first notice of it is to be found In the Pres-

ident's angry messuge of October 27, 1807.


