
liilioii of soveral of llio cailiost of tlio Xow IVsUvmoiit Scrip-

tures. Those times, uccordiiig' to t!ie stamlard clironolojry, and

tlio l)08t iiiilliorities nvc. u.s folNnvs :—Tlio j^ospel liy Mittliew ac-

conliiij;- to emineiit critics w;is written, uiul werit into ciivulutioii,

as early as about 8 years after the ascension of our I.nnl. Tijo

one hy Luke, about \') years after that event. The averajj:;(? time

of the writing and cireuhition of the b()<»k of Acts, and the 21

Epistles, is only about 30 years after the Ascension. Some of

thfMM much earlier. All these Scriptures were in tise in the same

•IfMicration in whicii the inspired Kvan;.^f'lists and Apnsth.'s tau;;ht,

and are in perfect acc(;rdance with all the truths of Christianity

which they had been teaching : and the whole of wliii.h truths

they faithfully and accurately embodied in the New Testament

Scriptures. Not a word has any of them said, as to any nrtd

tcachini^s, by themselves or others, bein;;' orally transmitted for

standards or j'Miides, reg'arding faith ov practice.

Now here, some facts and remarks mny bo usefidly given, as to

the traditiiju of oral teachings, Ibr the essential purpos^.'s just

mentioned. Our Lorvl in giving tlu." command to all the j)(>ople to

" Search the S<niptures," said not a word, to enjoin or sanction

tli(! oral tradition of the oi<if teachings of his sacred system of

religion. On the contrary, from what he did say concerning tra-

ditions, we are not oidy authorized but boimd to reject them, as

no valid I'oundations for faith. In Matthew xv., and ^lark vii.,

we !hid him rcproacliing and condemidng the rulers in the Jewish

church, lor rejecting the " Commandments of (Jod," and " mak-

ing His word of none (tflect," through their "traditions;'' and

for " teaching for doctrines, the commandnKnits of men '* In

tli(j E()istle to the CN^lossians, and in that to Titus, ther(> are warn-

ing.>-', against the " tiaditions of men," and the " commandments
of men, that turn from the truth." There is no passage of Scrip-

tures, containing any intimation or allusion to oral Iradilinns being

needed, in addition to the "riliii>j.'<, nor any mention of tlicir

forming a part of the foundations of Christian doctrines. Con-

sidering the numerous and great imperfections of even the wisest

and best of men, as to perception, memory, judgment, and all other

mental fiiculties, it is simply impossible, that any one tradition
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