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COMMONS DEBATES

December 13, 1995

Routine Proceedings

The Reform Party’s ultimate objective always has been true
Senate Reform, a triple E Senate, elected, equal and effective.
We can change the method of appointing senators so that they
are elected.

This bill will change the method of appointing senators
through an election process without constitutional revision. It
will require that the Prime Minister wait to receive the expres-
sion of opinion from any province with a senatorial selection act
similar to the Alberta senatorial selection act which resulted in
Senator Stan Waters being appointed to the Senate.

The current Senate has not been able to perform its role
effectively because the selection process has undermined its
legitimacy. There is considerable urgency for the introduction
of this bill now because the Government of Canada is cramming
through veto legislation which will create constitutional grid-
lock.

I am introducing this bill today as a result of the forced vote to
be held this afternoon on Bill C-110. The long range interests of
Canadian federalism will truly be served by Senate reform.

(Motions deemed adopted, bill read the first time and
printed.) ‘

®(1515)

COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE

PROCEDURE AND HOUSE AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, I move that the 109th report of the Standing Committee
on Procedure and House Affairs, presented to the House earlier
this day, be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to.)

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Madam
Speaker, I move that the 110th report of the Standing Committee
on Procedure and House Affairs, presented to the House earlier
this day, be concurred in.

(Motion agreed to.)

JUSTICE AND LEGAL AFFAIRS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.) moved:
That, pursuant to its mandate in relation to the Comprehensive Review of the
Young Offenders Act (Phase II), and specifically, to observe how the youth justice
system operates in practice, the Standing Committee on Justice and Legal Affairs (6
members): four (4) fromthe Liberal Party including the Chair, one (1) fromthe Bloc
Quebecois and one (1) from the Reform Party, be authorized to travel to:

I. Halifax, Sydney, (N. S.), and Charlottetown (P. E. 1.) from February 18 to 23,
1996;

IL. To Toronto and London (Ont.) from March 3 to 8, 1996;

III. Montreal and Quebec (Que.) from March 24 to 29, 1996,

inordertoholdpublichearings, visitsites(youngoffenderfacilitiesand programs)
and meet withofficials and that the necessary staff do accompany the Committee.

(Motion agreed to.)

Mr. Milliken: Madam Speaker, since we are almost at the end
of the session, I should like to take the unusual step of thanking
my hon. colleagues opposite for their co—operation in arranging
for all the routine motions that we have on a regular basis.

The hon. member for Roberval, the hon. member for Lauri-
er—Sainte-Marie, the hon. member for Bellechasse, the hon.
member for Lethbridge and the hon. member for Nanaimo—Co-
wichan have spent a lot of time going over these documents in
advance. I thank them for their co-operation, as well as all hon.
members who patiently listen while we go through this rigma-
role on a regular basis to have the motions adopted.

I
[Translation]

PETITIONS
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Nick Discepola (Vaudreuil, Lib.): Madam Speaker, I
have the pleasure of submitting a petition signed by about 100
people from the Montreal region, including some of my constit-
uents.

The petitioners ask Parliament to amend the charter of rights
and freedoms so as to protect individuals against discrimination
based on sexual orientation.

[English]
FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Ms. Judy Bethel (Edmonton East, Lib.): Madam Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, I have the honour to present a
petition today signed by 359 residents of Edmonton.

It has been over one month since Ken Saro-Wiwa and eight
other Ogoni activists were executed. The Prime Minister con-
demned this atrocity at the Commonwealth summit. Reaction to
these executions at the University of Alberta was strong and
swift.

The Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International
Trade is reviewing the situation tomorrow morning. I ask that
members consider the views of my constituents in their delib-
erations.

HEALTHY AND SAFETY

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mad-
am Speaker, I have a number of petitions to present today.

The first petition notes that employees of the House of
Commons, the Senate, the Library of Parliament and the staff of
members and senators have no health and safety protection
under the law. The petitioners note a number of circumstances in
which their health and safety have been jeopardized on the Hill.



