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Routine Proceedings

by reversing his decision and agreeing to order a public inquiry, 
since the Liberal majority on the Canadian Heritage Committee 
will not let us investigate the matter in committee?

Hon. Michel Dupuy (Minister of Canadian Heritage): Mr.
Speaker, I think it would be advisable for me to consult my 
colleagues before making a decision, and I shall be delighted to 
do so.

Mr. Jim Silye (Calgary Centre): Mr. Speaker, has the 
finance minister and his government even asked why Hyundai 
closed its doors and why this project did not work, before 
pumping another $32 billion of good taxpayers’ money after 
bad? Does he know the answer?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister 
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Develop
ment—Quebec): Just to show you that I have learned my 
lesson, Mr. Speaker, yes we have asked those questions.

The Speaker: Colleagues, on two different occasions today I 
intervened in questions. I simply want to inform the House why.

When we have questions with regard to committees or chair
man of committees, the ministers who would ordinarily be 
involved with those committees are not responsible for those 
committees. That is why I intervened on the two questions.

It being 12 o’clock, we will now proceed to the routine 
business of the day.

[English]

HYUNDAI MOTOR COMPANY

Mr. Jim Silye (Calgary Centre): Mr. Speaker, my question is 
for the finance minister.

The federal government and the provincial government of 
Quebec have paid $46.4 million in government grants to Hyun
dai motor company to assemble cars in Bromont, Quebec. I 
understand the finance minister plans to spend another $32 
million on this project in the name of job creation.

When is the finance minister and his government going to 
learn that regional development programs do not work, that 
injecting cash into the private sector distorts the marketplace 
and that these dollars ultimately dig our debt hole deeper? When 
will the finance minister learn something and stop wasting 
taxpayers’ dollars on direct grants and subsidies to businesses?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister 
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Development 
-Quebec): Mr. Speaker, as has already been announced in this 
House, the respective ministers responsible for the development 
agencies, namely the minister responsible for ACOA, the minis
ter responsible for western diversification and the minister 
responsible for FORD-Q, have all said the way in which 
regional development policies have been carried out in the past 
are certainly ineffective and really not in accordance with the 
needs of a modem economy.

As a result, all three ministers have said they are reviewing 
and in fact have either imposed or brought in substantial 
changes in the way government interacts with the economy.

Our position has been very clear on that and we are in the 
process of doing it. In fact a great deal of that is manifested in 
the budget and will be manifested in subsequent budgets to 
come.

In terms of the particular incident the member raises, first of 
all this agreement was signed prior to our taking office. It was 
also within the context of a larger overall agreement between 
Quebec and the federal government, as has been signed with 
many other governments. While there are numerous problems 
with that, we are going—

The Speaker: Order. The questions and the answers should be 
shorter. The hon. member for Calgary Centre for one final 
question.
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[English]

PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYMENT EQUITY
Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (President of the Treasury Board 

and Minister responsible for Infrastructure): Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to subsection 2.4 of section 11 of the Financial Admin
istration Act I am pleased to table, in both official languages, the 
first ever annual report of the President of the Treasury Board on 
the state of employment equity in the public service. This deals 
with the fiscal year 1992-93.

* * *

• (1200)

WAYS AND MEANS

NOTICE OF MOTION

Hon. Douglas Peters (Secretary of State (International 
Financial Institutions)): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing 
Order 83(1) I wish to table explanatory notes and a notice of a 
ways and means motion to amend the Excise Tax Act, and I ask 
that an order of the day be designated for consideration of the 
motion.

PUBLIC SERVICE
Hon. Arthur C. Eggleton (President of the Treasury Board 

and Minister responsible for Infrastructure): Mr. Speaker, 
the first annual report on employment equity in the public 
service which I just tabled is a requirement of the Financial


