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Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion lost.
Mr. Gauthier: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a point of order.

There is a long-standing tradition in the House that
when a vote is being taken, members remain in their
seats. I have been observing members from all sides of
the House, but in particular on the government side,
moving out. The member for Mississauga South moved
out after being approached by the Deputy Whip.

An Hon. Member: That is right.

Mr. Gauthier: Maybe it was an emergency, but I wish
members would not move around until we actually see
what is going to happen around here. Stay in your places.

An Hon. Member: Wait until the vote and then go to
the bathroom.

Mr. Riis: Mr. Speaker, I want to support my hon.
friend’s intervention. It became particularly problematic
when the chairman of the finance committee left. It is
obviously a reflection of how he plans to vote in the
future. That is an encouraging sign.

Mr. Hawkes: Mr. Speaker, I want to assure the House
that none of the members who moved, moved before the
vote was counted. Or, if they did move—

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Hawkes: Other members moved at the conclusion
of the previous vote and did not vote in the division just
taken. It is unlike the behaviour of the opposition, where
two New Democrats voted twice in the House on a single
division not too long ago and members on that side came
in after the motion and voted anyway.

Some Hon. Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Is the hon. member rising on the same
point?

Mr. Boudria: Mr. Speaker, the member for Calgary
North clearly left the House before the vote was an-
nounced by you. All members saw it. There are a number
of others. I must challenge what the member across said
because it is simply inaccurate.

Mr. Speaker: Could I have the attention of the House?

Beauchesne’s Parliamentary Rules and Forms, fifth
Edition, citation No. 223, paragraph 2, states very clearly:
A Member must be in his own seat should he wish to vote and

should remain in his seat until the division is complete and the result
announced.

I point out that that is a long-standing rule. There is
no question about it. It is not for the Chair to intervene
unless a point of order has been called. A point of order
has been called. There is a reason for the rule. We are in
a series of votes, but even if it was only one vote, the rule
is to avoid confusion and to add to the efficacy of a
democratic vote in this Chamber. I would ask all hon.
members to co-operate.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

The next question is on Motion No. 14 standing in the
name of hon. member for Yorkton—Melville.

The House divided on the motion, which was nega-
tived on the following division:

(Division No. 221)
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