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Speech from the Throne

the House of Commons to Her Majesty’s person and government, and not
doubting that their proceedings will be conducted with wisdom, temper and
prudence, he grants and upon all occasions will recognize and allow their
constitutional privileges.

I am commanded also to assure you that the Commons shall have ready access
to His Excellency upon all seasonable occasions, and that their proceedings, as
well as your words and actions, will constantly receive from him the most
favourable construction.

Then His Excellency the Governor General of Canada was
pleased to open Parliament by a speech from the throne.
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And the House being returned to the Commons chamber:

Madam Speaker: I have the honour to report that the House
having attended on His Excellency the Governor General in
the Senate chamber, I informed His Excellency that the choice
of Speaker had fallen upon me and, in your names and on your
behalf, I made the usual claim for your privileges, which His
Excellency was pleased to confirm to you.

* * *

OATHS OF OFFICE

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-1, respecting the administration of
oaths of office.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first time.

* * *

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Madam Speaker: I have the honour to inform the House
that when the House did attend His Excellency the Governor
General this day in the Senate chamber, His Excellency was
pleased to make a speech to both Houses of Parliament. To
prevent mistakes, I have obtained a copy, which is as follows:
Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:

I have the honour to welcome you to the First Session of the Thirty-second
Parliament of Canada.

During the course of the last few weeks, both my wife and I have come
through a period of convalescence and | take this opportunity to express our deep
gratitude for the good wishes we received from fellow-Canadians from all parts
of the country.

Canada recently received the visit of The Prince of Wales, who undertook
engagements in Vancouver and Victoria two weeks ago. In May, The Duke of
Edinburgh will attend the Fifth Commonwealth Study Conference which opens
in Kingston on May 18. In July, Princess Margaret will take part in celebrations
marking the seventy-fifth anniversary of the entry into confederation of the
provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta.

Canada has very close and enduring ties with The Netherlands and I am
greatly looking forward to representing our country at the accession to the
Throne of Her Royal Highness Princess Beatrix of The Netherlands in Amster-
dam on April 30.

I have had the pleasure of visiting all the provincial capitals and the
Northwest Territories during my first year in office. My wife and I are now
looking forward to certain engagements in the Yukon and in smaller communi-
ties across our vast and beautiful land. Discovering Canada and meeting

Canadians increases daily our awareness of the great natural and human
resources of the country in which we are privileged to live.

We observe today not only the beginning of a new Parliament but the start of
a new era. As Canada enters the 1980s, we confront serious challenges, but we
look forward to even greater opportunities. Like our forebears, this generation of
Canadians will be equal to the test. We will meet and overcome the challenges
ahead for the history of this land has proven, again and again, that everything is
possible if our will to go on building together is strong.

Canadians expect much of this Parliament. The country asks for action and
action now. The first task is to clear the accumulation of essential legislation left
from previous Parliaments. This backlog must be dispatched expeditiously so
that the affairs of the state may be put in good order. To that end, my
government is relying on the good will of members and senators of all parties.

This Parliament must also act quickly to put in place a program for the future.
In the recent general election, my ministers received a mandate for a program
which will provide security, equity, and opportunity for the Canada of the 1980s.
In the course of that campaign, my ministers made a number of pledges which
will form the core of this Parliament’s work. You will be asked to consider a
program of action designed:

—to respond to individual needs by promoting greater security for the elderly,
expanded opportunities for the young, and equality for women;

—to achieve security of energy supply at a fair price for all Canadians;

—to promote a national development policy that will provide jobs, stimulate
growth, build upon regional strengths, and increase Canadian ownership and
control of our economy;

—to strengthen national institutions, while at the same time making them
more responsive to provincial and regional goals;

—to ensure that Canada plays a vigorous part in the world beyond our
borders.

All these commitments will be kept; these pledges redeemed; the mandate
fulfilled.

The character of our people should inspire confidence in the ability of Canada
to meet the challenges of the 1980s. We have the capacity and the imagination
to make this a decade of opportunity rather than a decade of doubt. But there is
one question which clouds the horizon and obstructs the view. It is the question
of the unity of our country.

Will Canada still exist as a country at the end of this decade, or will it have
been broken up by the tensions of our past and recent history? Will we continue
to build our future together as Canadians, or will we give in to the siren song of
regional isolationism?

In every part of Canada there are forces which are driving us apart rather
than bringing us together. Canada’s tradition is one of sharing, but in every
region this principle is under assault. In the Atlantic, disadvantaged for so long,
the promise of new resource riches has already led to squabbles about their
future distribution. In central Canada there are some who fear that the economic
strength of this region is somehow slipping away, and this in turn has led to envy
and bitterness. In the west, many believe that their problems are ignored, their
voices are unheard, and their contribution is unrecognized.

To all these forces of discontent my government has one clear response.
Canada will endure, grow and prosper. The men and women of this country have
always realized that their participation in a society that spans the northern half
of North America is infinitely more exciting and enriching than confining
themselves in any one province or one region. The renewed federalism, to which
my government makes a fundamental and all-embracing commitment, will not
only strengthen individual and collective rights and freedoms, it will also ensure
that Canada remains:

—a strong country, with first claim on the loyalty of all its citizens;

—a country that regards diversity as an asset, not a liability;

—a country whose people share their wealth first with those who need it most;

—a country that encourages initiative, welcomes daring, and promotes
enterprise;

—a country which opens its eyes, its mind, and its heart to the larger
community of nations, refusing to regard its own national borders as the outward
limits of the universe.

Doubt must be cast aside, uncertainty must end, the forces of disintegration—
whether they be economic or political in origin—must be opposed in every part



