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16 per cent, and 2,723 had no interest what-
ever in 'their farrns. In other words, 2,723 men
were 9taying on the land, wondering frarn day
to day when the director would order them
off or tiake sorne other action.

That is what we have done for the men who
served in the last war. Further breaking this
down, we find that 3,801 men, or 52 per cent
of the settiers rernaining on the land, have an
average equity of not more than 16 per cent.
Some say it is not good business to look back,
but I arn looking back and once more bring-
ing before this house -the question af the
settiernent of soldiers after the last war, for
the express purpose of seeing thit the men
and wamen who corne back frorn the present
war are not treated in the same way. I 'hope
hon. memýbers of this bouse will see to it that
wben the men and wornen corne back iram
the present war they are given better
treatrent.

One af the things that has hurt me time
and again is the statement I have heard on
variaus occasions that many returned soldiers
from great war No. 1 enlisted in this war
because they could nat make a living for
their wives and farnilies, and saw a way of
keeping the wolf from the doar by going into
the army again and getting the governrnent
allowaoces. But we find that under an arder
in councîl passed by this government part
of those allowances has been held hack and
paid over ta the soldier settiernent board ta
apply on the debts af these men. Apparently
the board would much rather have the ready
cash, which rigbtfully belanged ta the wives
and families ai the men wha enlisted, than
take a chance on the crops grown on the
land, an which the debt was due. The gov-
ernment figures that there is stili some
330,000,000 that may be recovered fram the
soldier settlers wba have remained on the land.
Up ta the end ai March, 1941, the cost af
administration af this scheme amounted ta
$25,910,495, appraximately $1,250,000 a year.
During the period between 1919 and 1941 the
gavernment admitted that they had made a
mess af the soldier settiement scheme, and
praceeded from time ta time by six different
aperatians ta bring down the debt against
thase people, and in that way ta keep them
on the land as lang as passible. Fi.rst ai al
they brought about a cansalidatian of loans,
then a cancellation af interest charges, then
a revaluation oi land, then in 1930 a 30 per
cent reduction, then a dollar for dollar bonus,
and finally the benefits af the Farmers'
Creditors Arrangement Act. Total deductions
through these six methads I bave mentioned

amaunted ta $47,518,215. If things keep on
like this, I do nat know what hs gaing ta
happen. We are told that $30,000,000 can
stili be salvaged; and wbile $30,000,000 is but
a drap in the bueket in paying for and
prasecuting the present war, so that things
rnay be made better for the rest ai us in
Canada, I feel that that 330,000,000 daes nat
begin ta balance the misery and suffering
endured by those men, their wives and
families up ta the present time.

On ather occasions I have advacated that
those who have fought against weather
elements and other obstacles and stayed on
the land up ta the present should be given a
clear title ta the land. The goveroment bas
not taken notice of that suggestion. Knawing
what bappens wben a persan bas ta pay five
per cent interest, bavîng paid seven ar eight
per cent myseli on many occasions, and
knowing the condition af farmers generally,
I arn now asking far something else narnely,
that those who have paid an amount equal
ta fifty per cent af the ariginal debt,
wbether principal or interest, be given a clear
title ta their land. The men and women wha
are administering the act could he put ta
far better purpose in furthering aur war effort,
or, as one of rny neighbaurs bas suggested,
in grawing sugar heets, s0 that we would nat
bave ta have so rnany ernplayed by the
ration board. Thase who had nat paîd in
fifty per cent, or who would not be covered
by that provision, would be placed on tbe
same basis as thase affected by the Veterans'
Land Act. Tbat is, tbey wauld, bave at least
a fifty per cent equity in tbe land. In same
cases this would mean a drastie reduction.
But far beaven's sake let us clear the blot of
the old saldier settlernent board off aur
Canadian statute baok. Give those people a
break naw, even tbough it is toa late.

When I carne ta Ottawa a week ago there
were sa rnany ai aur farces on the train that
it was alrnost like a traop train. There were
members af ail branches ai the services, and
a finer, cleaner and bealthier group ai young
people yau would not see anywbere. I
discussed with same ai the men their occupa-
tions before jaining, their reasans for joining,
and other matters. And in that cannection I
should like ta place on Hansard a paern which
was sent ta the Western Producer by Erie A.
Dowson, Runciman, Saskatchewan, because it
describes very well the position ai the diners
wha were in the dining car as we carne east.
This poern h entitled The Diner, and is in
tbese words:


