
be used for "China bashing."

There are a number of distinct features about China's conditional. multilateralism: (1) The
multi-channel approach. Regional security issues should be deait with by a variety of
channels. including bilateral, multilateral, and sometimes unilateral approaches at
govemnmental and non-goverumental levels. Indeed, China's approach to regional security
issues can be seen as distinctly bilateral, arguing that under certain circumstances bilateral
approaches can be more appropriate in resolving security issues (c.g., Sino-Russianl
agreement on reducing military forces in the border areas); (2) The minilateral approach.
Beijing continues to emphasize the importance of major powers in managing regional
security issues; (3) A gradualist approach. The regional security building process should
begin with bilateral dialogues, moving to sub-regional, and then region-wide ones. Issues
should be deait with from an order of ascendance, i.e., from the relatively easy to the more
difficuit; and (4) An Asia-Pacific approach. The region, because of its special
characteristics-history, culture, economic development, political systems, religion, etc,
should not blindly copy the CSCEmodel; substance is more important than formn.
Dialogues, confidence building measures should serve to enhance political trust, which is
the basis of stable security relationships.

Armns Contrai and Disarmament
Chinese positions on arms controllhd disarmament issues have changed over the years.
During the 1960s and 1970s, Beijing was highly critical of U.S./Soviet arms control and
disarmament activities, regarding them as nothing more than sehemes of superpower
collusion aimed at maintaining their nuclear monopoly. Consequently, Beijing categoricaîll:
rejected superpower NACD proposals and refused to accept any constraint on its own
weapons development progranis 3 Since the early 1980s, Chinese positions have shifted
from outrip-ht relection of NACD measures to ruartial and zuarded endorsement of selected


