
constructed roles and responsibilities of men and women."(CIDA,1i995b) The terni gender is a

more useful analytical category than "women," because it flot only takes the relationship between

women and men into account but relationships among various groups of women or men as well.

Similarities and differences between class and other social characteristics may thus be

accommodated (Chowdry et al, 1995.,MGser, 1989:1800) Understanding gender as a systern of

relationships is particularly important when analysing situations of pre-conflict, conflict, and

post-conflict.

When thinkinR about the relationship between women and war, and women and peace, it
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