
represents one of a very few options for employment in the region for the poorly-
educated locals.

Conflict is likewise possible in situations where control of the resource is under contest
as a resuit of two incompatible uses. For example, development of a mine ofien closes«
off a substantial area to access by its traditional residents. In the case of uranium mining
in northern Australia 0, a national park was proposed for establishment in the Alligator
Rivers/Kakadu region in 1965, whereas a substantial body of uranium ore was discovered
in 1969 in the same area. At this time, the issue of Aboriginal land claims to the region
was also being raised. Competing, justifiable and possibly incompatible uses of the same
resource-space - a protected area, a uranium source, and the basis for practice of
traditional livelihoods - have led to over 25 years of unresolved conflict.

Confliet eau emerge over the right to participate in decision-making over
management of a resource and to share i the benefits of its exploitation. Lt was
reported that in Ecuador in 1997, several forest communities sought a meeting with the
management of a inining subsidiary of Mitsubishi. The allegation was that they were
concemned both by their lack of consultation in the establishment of the mine, and by the
threat of deforestation, soil erosion and pollution of significant watersheds resulting from
the mine. Afier apparently being rebuffed for 3 days by the mine's management, the
commumty representatives are said to have removed valuable goods and equipment fromn
the mine site, before burning what remained2t .

In Nigeria, militant youths took one hundred and sixty-five Shell staff members and
contractors as hostages, seekinm jobs as securitv personnel and catering staff a-, well q.-


