
41. We are concerned at the continuing global spread of AIDS. We reaffirm the need to continue 
efforts to combat AIDS at the national and international level through a combined strategy of 
prevention, vaccine development and appropriate therapy. We welcome and support the 
coordinating and catalytic role of UNAIDS in the fight against AIDS. We call on co-sponsors and 
other partners to cooperate in the formulation of clear goals, strategies and initiatives at both the 
global and regional level. 

42. We also pledge to continue our national and international efforts in the fight against 
infectious and parasitic diseases, such as malaria, polio and tuberculosis, and their drug-resistant 
forms. In particular we will continue to support the endeavors of the World Health Organization 
and its initiatives "Roll Back Malaria" and "Stop TB". We call on governments to adopt these 
recommended strategies. 

43. In light of the increasing importance of issues concerning food safety we invite the OECD 
Working Group on Harrnonization of Regulatory Oversight of Biotechnology and the OECD Task 
Force for the Safety of Novel Foods and Feeds to undertake a study of the implications of 
biotechnology and other aspects of food safety. We invite OECD experts to discuss their findings 
with our personal representatives. We ask the latter to report to us by the next Surrunit on possible 
ways to improve our approach to these issues through international and other institutions, taking 
into account the reflections underway in other fora. 

44. We welcome the growing recognition by the international corrununity of the damaging effects 
of all forms of corruption and the coming into force of the OECD Anti-Bribery Convention in 
February 1999. We hope that more countries will ratify the Convention. We applaud the results 
and planned follow-up of the international conference on anti-corruption efforts, attended by over 
80 countries including all G8 partners, and the OECD conference on anti-corruption efforts, both 
held in the United States in February 1999. In the context of the UN Crime Convention, we urge 
that acts of corruption involving public officials be made criminal offenses. 

45. We will sustain the momentum of international efforts to combat transnational organized 
crime and the threat it represents to political, financial and social stability worldwide. We 
commend the work of the Senior Experts Groups on Transnational Organized Crime and on 
Terrorism and urge them to continue their worlc, in particular for an early conclusion of the 
negotiations of UN conventions and protocols on organized crime. We also call for more rapid 
progress of negotiations on the UN Convention on the Financing of Terrorism. We ask the two 
expert groups to report back to us next year. We reaffirm our commitment to tackle the drug issue, 
in particular through active implementation of the conclusions of the 1998 UN General Assembly 
Special Session on the World Drug Program. We welcome the upcoming Ministerial Meeting on 
Crime to be held in Moscow this fall. 

46. We renew the conunitment we made at the 1996 Moscow Surmnit to safety first in the use of 
nuclear power and the achievement of high safety standards worldwide. In this regard, we attach 
great importance to the results of the Nuclear Safety Convention peer review meeting and to the 
International Atomic Energy Agency Conference on Strengthening Nuclear Safety in Eastern 
Europe. 

47. We reaffirm our commitment to strengthen cooperation in the field of nuclear safety. We 
welcome the concerted efforts to address the Year 2000 computer problem ("Millennium Bug") in 
this area. With regard to the Nuclear Safety Account, we continue to attach great importance to 
full and timely implementation of the grant agreements. 

48. There has been real progress since the Birmingham Summit in tackling the "Millennium 
Bug". But there is still much to do. We will maintain vigorous programs of action to ensure our 
own Year 2000 readiness and to minimize the potential impact on our countries and on the world 
as a whole. We urge all other governments to do the same. In these efforts, high priority should be 
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