
attacks, Canadians understand that the threat of terror-

ism is real and its impact extensive. Given Canada's 

vast territory, international exposure and reliance on 

trade flows, concerns about our physical safety and 

welfare lead some participants to call for increasing 

Canada's capacity to defend its land, air and sea 

borders from such external 4,...reats, and for cooperating 

in regional and global efforts to combat terrorism. 

At the same time, a majority of Dialogue participants 

strongly urge making comprehensive human security, 

pursued through multilateral cooperation, an over-

arching objective of Canadian foreign policy. In the 

words of one contributor: 

Human security and peace must be defined in 
much broader terms than the absence of violence 
and war. Security includes meeting the goals of 
equality, health, education, employment and 
democracy. The cornerstone of security is inextri-
cably linked to meeting the social, political and 
economic needs of people and their environment. 

Many people made the point that Canadians cannot 

expect to be secure within our borders unless more is 

done to address the conditions of insecurity experi-

enced by so many around the globe. In the words of 

another participant: 

The only way to achieve security is to work with 
other countries to idente and collaboratively rem-
edy the root causes that give rise to war, terrorism 
and aggression, namely poverty, ignorance, inequity 
and injustice. 

Participants also highlight the importance of chil-

dren's and women's rights, the rights of indigenous 

peoples, and environmental concerns within the 

broader security agenda. 

There is a range of views about how Canada can best 

promote human security globally through our limited 

resources. Some want more concentrated efforts in fewer 

areas; some argue for Canada to expand its capacity 

with military means when necessary in cases where 

human security and rights are gravely at risk; and still 

others call for more resources to be directed toward 
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Canada's human security program and our international 

agenda through the Human Security Network. 

Notwithstanding different views about priorities, the 

main message is that Canadians broadly support a 

multifaceted approach to security that works on both 

domestic and international fronts. Most respondents 

recognize that Canada needs effective tools such as 

intelligence gathering and border management in 

order to protect our population and economic activity. 

Yet such measures must also be accompanied by more 

investment in human security beyond our borders. 

Wanting to remain an open society engaged in an 

interdependent world, Canadians emphasize out-

ward-looking international peace and security policies 

that avoid the illusion of seeking safety behind walls. 

Capable Armed Forces 

Our country is not about war, but we are definitely 
not about dodging responsibility. The soldiers, 
sailors and airmen are willing to sacrifice greatly 
and we must at least provide them with the equip- 
ment they need to do their jobs safely and effectively. 

— Dialogue participant 

Military strength must be credible, modern and 
combat-capable. It is from this strength that we 
can provide for international peace: Canada's mili-
tary must have the professional soldiers trained to 
fight and win, but only when necessary. When not 
required for fighting and winning, we must respect 
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