
The argument of the anti-confederationists was straightforward. Consider the

following:

James O'Halloran--"I remarked at the outset, that I must deny to this House the right~ to

impose on this country this or any other Constitution, wlthout flrst obtaining the

consent of the people. Who sent you here to frame a Consttution~? You were sent

here to administer the Constitution as you fmnd itY. 9"

J.B.E. Dorion--"I am opposed to the scheme of Conféderation, because I deny that this

House has the power to change the political constitution of the country, as it is now

proposed to do, wlthout 4ppeallng to the people and obtalning their views on a

matter of such importance'


