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from the poast and immune from enemy attack--to the American
forces.

Early in 1942 a second project, compleimentary to the
Northwest Staging Route, was undertaken by the United States.
F'ollov.inC the general route of the irway, the i.erican army
construct ed the Alaska military highway from Dawson Creek,
British Columbia, to ffairbanks, A-Laska. In spite of great
engineering difficulties, the road was in operation by November,
1943.

Since all but 250 miles of the 1500-mile road are in
Canada, it was agreed that the Canadian section of the road
would come under the administration of the Canadian government
at the end of the war--subject to the understanding that there
would be no discrimination at any time against United States
civilian traffic on the road.

,At the same time joint measures were being taken for
the defence of the north-eastern approaches to the North
LAerican continent. The construction of' the Goose Bay (Labrador)
field by :Canada and of fields in Greenland and Iceland by the
United 4&ates made it possible to ferry relatively short-range
aircraft across the Atlantic.


