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Hl. METALLIC MINING

11.1. MinIng Accordlng to Extraction Mothods

11.1.1 Comparative overvlew.
Mining exploitation methods in Chile have evolved from underground minîng to open-pit minin

This is evldenced niainly in gold mining where galleries and tunnels bave been replaced by pits in nei
investment projects. In copper mining, the big operations have opened a pit next to the traditional mine, 11k
in Andina and Salvador. Others, like Los Bronces, bave evolved from underground to surface operations. 1
coal minmng the underground exploitations in Arauco have faced competition from the Pecket open pit i
Magallanes. Therefore, open pit mining is the most significant method of miùnerai exploitation in Chile.

Production of copper, iron, gold, silver and coal is doue through open pit operations. Likewise, th
mlining of nitrate and the sait mnines may also be considered open pit.

According to the figures shown in Table VII, 61%/ of total fine copper is produceci by this system. It i
the only exploitation systemn in iron mining and supplies 100% of production. I gold miùning, open pil
supply 63% of total production and in coal mining, 41% of the total. Most silver production is obtained as
by-product of copper and gold, mainly from open pit mining.

Open pif 1,180 .0019. 1,100
Uniderüond 750 11 1,400


