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1. As leaders of our seven countries, it is our 
first duty to defend the freedom and justice on which 
our democracies are based. To this end, we shall 
maintain sufficient military strength to deter any 
attack, to counter any threat, and to ensure the 
peace. Our arms will never be used except in response 
to_aggression. 

2. We wish to achieve lower levels of arms 
through serious arms control negotiations. With this 
statement, we reaffirm our dedication to  the  search for 
peace and meaningful arms reductions. We are ready to 
work with the Soviet Union to this purpose and call 
upon the Soviet Union to work with us. 

3. Effective arms control agreements must be 
based on the principle of equality and must be 
verifiahle. Proposals have been put forward from the 
Western Fide to achieve positive results in various 
international negotiations: on strategic weapons 
(START), on intermediate-range nuclear missiles (INF), 
on chemical weapons, on reduction of forces in Central 
Europe (MDER), and a Conference on Disarmament in 
Europe (CDE). 
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