
BRUCE IN KIIAKL.

Our 100 Mile Hike
It doesu't souind very inviting does it?

But we started off witb soine' peculiar
feelings. Ail aloug the lino you could
hoar "About threo days miill do it," "Its
crazy," and difforent expressions, accord-
ing to the spirits of the mou. The firat
day ivas the worst, that la to say tlîat we
did not kuow exactly what was goîug to
happon, but when things loosened upl
wby the boys jiist took to the road like
vetei'ans. t'rbrigiît I think was lu the
vicîniity of oui' first bivouac atid you
wvould not think thiat the boys baid beoit
inarvhing aIl day by thie way thoy pat-
roiiized (liffereut institutions iii that bec-
ality. Up early iii the mfori'fhig we wero
soon off on the tramnp again, cverybody
lookiug as though tiîey were going to a

picule iustead of about sîxteen muiles of
liard road to covor. If our Brigadier
had ordered the weather hoe could not
have lîad it nicer, for the morniDgs woro
siniply ail that could ho wanted to put
thu boys lu the best of spirits. Leaving
our first rest our esteernod cullinary
expert, Jap Sprung,was trying te euquire
the way to a certain burg whou his
whei became a littie balky and the lady
was se nice that Jîîp just "feil" for
lier. Nothing mnore excîttug oceturred on
the road and on Suuday noon we arrived
at Dagginersfield P'ark. 0f course 1
mighit say that the transport section
clung to the dear old adage "The longoat
way round is the shortest way homo."
Sergt. Porter met bis old S. M., who is
living in a very coxufortable and con-
venient place, and I suppose tbey went
over old times. I just forget the naime
of the sign, but anyway it would look
good to anybody on a bot day. Riglît
after dinner the boys set out to flnd the
nearest town. 1 think this is the first
rule of a bivouac provided you are net
'<Ont of Bouuds." rjhoy found Odiham,
Fleet and I think another little town
somewhere around, and ail seemed very
well pleased at the find as we were to
stay until Tuesday morning. Monday

was a holiday, of course you know a
soldier's holiday consists of an inspection
and a few othier details that are not too
bad when you get used to thoni, but they
tako getting used to. I have l]eard it
said that Chippy Chapnian was the miost

<popular chap in camp but 1 don't think
it empliasized to sucli an extent as on
this trip, and I thiuk Monday was his
grcat day. Odihaîn Iooked like nothing
compared wvith Chippy's littie stand.
'Two of the boys thought they would liko
to ho back on the old job for a while and
set off to lhelp a farmor. This was about
oleveti o'clock and of course hoe was glad

1of their lhelp and tliey worked well until
noon when the farmer told thern to go

1and get diniior and refreshments. I
tbiîik the fariner is stili lookiug for them.
I think it was a revelation to the inhabît-
ants of Odihain when the boys marclied
through îîext înorning. A brigade may
not souind a lot, but when you stand and
watch thein pass why it is different.
For step and all-ronud appearauce give
me the 16Otb, not because I arn at al
prejudiced but for straighit candid facts.
1 stood ou the road iu Odihaîn aud watclî-
ed thein ail go throuigh and you would

> neyer think that our boys hiad hc.en sleep-
ing at the "Star Il ote1" for the past fouir
nighits. 6 reat credit to theui I say, and
our baud, rnuch as it is cniticised by
"isoine," is the onily one that cau got the
righit tune iu the right place and they
sure hadl it there. The march froin Odi-
hiain was great and we had dinner just
outside Aiton. I think 1 voice the sen-
timnents of the wholo crowd whon 1 say
that Alton was as nice a little place as
we went through, and a bivouac thons

w ould have been a big success. It
being market day everyone was out to
welcoine us and I arn sure we did not
waut for popularity anywhere. This
was about otir hardest day right through
to Oakhanger, and it was sure hot. I
don't think many of the boys went out
that night, of course the water waggon
had to go for a little route march on its
own to Bordon, and there was some
miighty straffing done in that section.
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