
We recently received the annual! report of the
"Convention of the Royal Burghs of Scotland,'
which received its first charter f roin'King David of
Scotland over '750 years ago. This union which was
organized as a kind of appeal court to sýttle questions
affecting the înternai administration of the then
four cities of Scotland has probably been the
strongest known factor ini building up local govern-
ment in.civilized countries. Through ail the visis-

situedes attendant of the history of the Scottisli
people durig the seven and a haif centuries of its
existance 'the Convention of the Royal Burghs has
flot only kept its charter intact but in spite of its
great age is today the most powerful organizaion in
Scotland.

Last year the Convention held over fifty commit-
tee meetings as well as its annüal meeting,-strong
evidenc of its vÎtality.'

A Ct.Oentral Advisory Municipal Bureau
The Qucbec l,7nÎi is bce ongratulated on the pro-

gýress mfade with itsý Central Advisory Bureau that,
iinder the conistÎiution, lias been establislied for-
the puirpose >of hielpinig menber municipalities,
thr ough exp)ert advice, to solve the problemn of, and
adjust the difficulties that beset their administra-
tion. The legal and engineering committees have
hepien completed witli men of higli etanding ini
their professions, and whien the finiancial and ac-
couinting commnittees areý appointed the Union will
be in a p)ositioni to advise its memibers on avy and
e-very quiestion affecting- the gyoverumient of their
respective communnities. Wliat is more theavc
wilI be authoritative, because of tlic professional
stainding of the advisors.

If the Union does nothing more than thesuces
fui establishment of it.s advisory buireau it wiIl have
doue a ulseful work for the di 1rect benepfit of the
iniicipalities- of Quiebee for the special rea-
son that the smallest com'muuiity' , that is a meibfpr
of the Union, -will have the benefit of stich legal,
engineeýring-, financial and aceouuting advicc, eithcr

free or for a nominal fee, that would be impossi-.
ble under ordinary circuistantes because of the
expeuse.

-Of course, the bureau would be impossible with
the smallfees charged by the Ujnion, without the co-operation of the members'of the different prof es-
sional committees. T7hese gentlemen have entened
wliole heartedly into the sehleme, not only in giving
freely of their services so far as the Union as a,
wliole is concerned, but i the generous co-operation
they are prepared to givr any member of tlie munici-
pality that lias any problem, to solve. -Sucli co-oper-
aition, whilc unique in the aunais of municipal goy-
erument, is evÎdence of the new spirit of the times.
Formerly professional men looked askance ou any-
tbing that looked like free service, even thougli it
be of a g-eneral cliaracter, but today they are keen
to help in the public service of the country, because,
like( the fine> fellows they: are, tliey feel that tliey
have a putblic responsibility. The other municipal
unions of Canada would do weIl to follow Quebec 's
example.
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The Oldest Municipal Union in the World


