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1s finely put in the sketch of Columbia College which
In the current number of Harper’s Magazine. 1In the year 1810
& committee of that College, in their report, defined education
to be *“ the evolution of the Jaculties and the development of habit.”
It will be observed that nothing whatever is said here about
the acquisition of knowledge, classical or otherwise. The literal
meaning of the yvord education is preserved, and it is considered
to be the function of educational institutions to Tead out or
develop the mental faculties of the student, and not simply to
mstruct him or build up in his mind a fabric of knowledge.
'C‘olleges were correctly regarded as gymnasiums for the mind.
The student was given the bare text of the author, with the
dictionary and grammar, and he was required in the main to
work out the author’s meaning for himself. And thus the lan-
%Tage was made rather a means to an end than an end itself.
0 1€ quecjt of the study was not at all classical knowledge itself,
ut the rigorous and comprehensive mental discipline which was
a,c%ulred In the process of working out that knowledge.
for tl;t now the l‘mowledge 18 in a large measure already worked
o 1e student in special vocabularies and elaborate foot-notes
o Il)et_ty commentaries attached to the text, and in literal
enail'ls fmtlons. Thus the main object of classical education is
e B;re y defeated, and instead of that education we have a
tl)l’e gmt%f mere intellectual spoon-feeding. It is the editor of
e efix - t?'Ok or the author of the translation who receives all
he th\éca lon in the case ; the stude}lt gets only the instruction.
e men_tal muscleg of yogth will not be developed so long
o theyi rfclelnve all their nutriment in this way, and so long as
T n?' e hqctual gymnastics are performed by others.
very mucllic 1eff howeve.r 1t was began, may be said to have been
of Brofactt agAglgvattfad in the Umtgd States by the publication
Britain b r Bnlth(’m 8 a,nnota_ted editions of the classics, and in
spread sobi _dolm.s translations. The evil hag probably not
o Canwde ¥ in the latter country as in'the United States
narily incluiti a. Here, while every undergraduate must ordi-
courss of stug one or .botb of the classical languages in his
methods of ty(,l yet it is well known that owing to the vicious
from this SS u‘ny i vogue the amount of real culture received
shadons. Whoulge 18 almost absolutely nil to all but the few
becormy o'O'blllmke these languages a specialty. It has even
ot S[; ssible for students to take a very high stand on the
Andy so‘e'ir l;hnt of memorizing power alone.
oston rel tlas come about that in the intellectual city of
G’assica’mlscﬁnl ¥, Charles Francig Adams, himself a thorough
10 longer ¢ Od&r, but ol?servaqt of the fact that classical study is
it o soprfo uctive of the high culture which was claimed for
ut’lder s ar as to“ futack 1t vigorously in a public address
subsequenﬂname of ““ The College Fetish.” The address was
and bot o, fy published and received an immense circulation ;
in th C;ntevf’ months since this attack, was followed by another
forward L ‘ﬁ]y, by President Eliot. But the objections brought
clasging aéy ese two gentlemen do not really hold against the
08 1t 1 of & means of education, but only against that m-ans
tho sub'ectp'rtesinfj abused. There are still all its old virtues in
it 0.]t isl sedtl’ only let us return to the old methods of using
pondent eﬂofg] b et a more vigorous and manly spirit of inde-
encouraged | f cultivated among students themselves, and
e Bgoody all who have any influence in this direction.
our high SchWoluld be done also if more attention was paid in
This fontuns 00 Shand colleges to reading ad aperturam libri.
into even the gﬂg t a.lso_w1t]1 great advantage be introduced
considerabls ass Examinations of the University, and given
respect g thepaqglnence, under due limitations, of course, with
Another mezull Gll)llty of the passages selected for translation.
work could be g 8 by vyhlch_ more conscientious and thorough
for examing s ecured in thig department would be the selection
1008 on prescribed authors of short and difficult

phrases ang 86 . .
as at present. nfﬁgces Instead of long and continuous paragraphs

18 would necessitate closar
tend to co ul essitate closer study, and would
relations :ftfllihlienllonzmg to individual words Zild abstract
L atone ought in general to be the province of

appears I present oontinued to be allowed to classics in the ecurriculum

But few would doubt that if even only three authors each year
were studied as we have deseribed, the results would be much
beyond what now follow the study of twice that number.

THE NEW CRITICISM !

A witty Frenchman, M. Timon, once said, ** que le ministre de
UInstruction Publiqgue doit hwi-meme swvoir parler Francais.”
This remark was very foreibly recalled to my mind by reading
the article by Mr. J. 1i. Collins in a recent issue of the WWeek on
 Knglish-Canadian Literature.” One is reasonably entitled to
expeet that a writer on such a subject, and in such a journal,
would show a decent regard for the English language. But if
Shakespeare laid a curse upon any one who shouid violate his
tomb, what punishment would be severe enough for the man who
has desecrated Shakespeare’s language in the atrocious manner
of Mr. Collins.

With what deftness and ease does the eritic decapitate Cana-
dian authors! But, in the name of charity, what have most of
these unfortunates done that they should be reviewed by Mr.
Collins ? :

Our historians have fared the worst from the critic. He says,
“In historic literature we have a number of books, most of
them very poor (1) the balance (!) of them not very good.” With what
refined cruelty does the critic punish the delinquents! He does
not take a wheel to break such butterflies; he merely refers to
their books as “poor,” or as “the balance,” just as he would
speak of stocks and cash, and goods, and other base commodi-
ties. Indeed, elsewhere in this article he actually does talk of
“taking stock of fiction and essay work,” and of “‘one of our
most able lady writers, Miss Louise Murray ! Alas that Miss
Murray should have lived to meet such a fate as this! )

Mr. McMullen, we are told, got many of his facts for his his-
tory of Canada “out of the air.”” And, horrible to relate! ““ It
was through such means that came about all the carnage at
Montgomery’s tavern.” Surely this matter ought to be inquired-
into at once. What is our Crown Attorney, Mr. Fenton, doing
that he has not had Mr. McMullen brought to justice long ago
for this terrible treason ? It would seem that the vulgar public
have been utterty astray heretofore as to the causes of this dis-
aster. Neither the Family Compact nor William Livon Macken-
zie could have had anything to do with the matter, for Mr. Col-
lins assures us that Mr. McMullen, by some devilish necromancy,
I suppose, *“got it out of the air”! True, not ail of it, but
“ ghout all "1 If these are not the exact facts of the case, I may
excuse my misapprehension by saying of Mr. Collins’ sentence,
ag he himself a little farther on says of Mr. Christie.’s hls_tory,
that “ it is exceedingly ill-ordered,” and that * there is no index
or device of any sort to point the searcher to the fact that he may
desire.” And, by the way, a searcher who ‘“desires ” (!) facts
does not deserve to get them until he can ask for them in intel-
ligible English.

Thomas D’Arcy McGee must have been, to say the least, a
very strange man to behave in the extraordinary fashion des-
cribed by Mr. Collins, Not only does he seem to have beon
guilty of ¢ pounding a desk” while ““ on the stump,” but worse
still, he is represented as ‘ swinging his arms—when writing
history !

On the whole, Mr. Collins does not think mpqh of our Cana-
dian histories. They seem to him to *‘ exhibit none of the
qualities that make the histories of Carlyle, of Froude, of Me-
Carthy,** full of interest as well as moving pictures” ! Here 18 an
idea for Canadian authors and publishers! If they would only
“fill their books with interest and moving pictures,” they would
not fail to meet with Mr. Collins’ approbation, and so comman
larger sales. Mere stationary pictures are 1o longer of ]?nz
service ; they must be made to move somehow, Mr. Co ln_
thinks ; but unfortunately he does not tell us how this par;o
ramic feat is to be accomplished within the limited space ol &
volume octavo or quarto.

In speaking of Colonel G.
rod tHag has the spmo effeet

T. Denison our critic says that ;‘ a
upon him as 49 nwmﬁer (;f another ‘



