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is finely put in the slietch of Columbia College which appearsin the carrent numnber Of Hfarper's Mkagazine. In the year 1810
a commrittee- of that College, in Lheir report, deiined education
to be Il the evoýution of the faculties and th deeLe(opm)eatt oj habit."
It will be observed tbat nothing wliatever is said bere aboutthe acquisition~ of knowledge, classical or otherwise. The literaimeaning of the word eà u cation is preserved, and it is consideredto be the fuuctioiî of edueationali institutions to Jead out ordevelop the mental faculties of the student, and flot siiuply toinstruct bita or build up in bis minci a fabric of knowledge.
Colleges were corrcctly regarded as gymnasiurns for the minci.
The student wvas given the bare text of the author, with thedictionary and graminar, andi lie w'as required in the main towork out the author's meaning for hitaseif. And tlius the ian-guage was made rather a means to an end than an end itself.The objeet of the stucly \vas not at ail ciassical knowledge itself,but the rigorou8 and comprehiensive mental discipline wbichi wasacquireci in the process of workiug out that knowledge.

But now the knowledge is in a large measure already workedfor the student in special vocabularies and elaborate foot-notesundi Petty uommenntaries attached to the text, andi in literaitranslations. Thius the main object of classical education isentirely defeated, andi instead of that education we have asystemi of mere initullectual spoon-feeding. It is the editor ofthe text-book or the author of the translation who receives althe education in the case ; the student gets only the instruction.But the mental muscles of yonth wiIl not be developed so longas they receive ail their nutriment in this way, and so long asail the intelleetual gymnasties are performed by others.The misehief, boweyer it was began, inay be said to have beenvery mnuch aggravated in tlic United States by the publicationof Professor Anthion's annotated editions of tlic classics, and iiiBritain by Bohn's translations. The evil has probably netspread Bo widely in tlic latter country as in'the UJniteci Statesandi in Canada. lUcre, while every undergraduate must ordi-narily include one or both of the classical languages in biscourse of study, yet it is welî known that owing to the vicionsmethocis of study iu vogue the amount of real culture receivecifrom: this source is almosf absolutcly nil to aIl but the fewstudents \vho make these languages a specialty. It lias evenbecome possible for students to take a very high stand on thelistes by shcer dint of memorizig power alone. 'And s0 it bas corne about that in the intellectual. city ofBoston, recentîy, Charles Francis Adams, himseif a thorouglidassîcal sehiolar, but observant of flic fact that classical stndyoisno longer productive of the higli culture which was claimed forit, went Bo far as to attack if vigorously in a puablic addressurider the niame of Il The College Fetish." The address wassubsequentîy pnblished and receivcci an immense circulation ;and but a few months since this attack, was followed by anotheriu the Centary, by President Eliot. But fthc objections brouglitforwarci by these two gentlemen do not really hold against theclassies as a mneans of education, but only aLyainst thnat m ansas if is at present abused. There are still ail ifs olci virtues inthe subjeet itselî;- oiy lot us return to the old methods of usingif. To this end l'et a more vigorous and manîy spirit of inde-Pendent effort be cnltivafed among students theiselves, andenorgd by ail Who have any influence in this direction.Mueli good wouîc ibe done also if more attention was paid inour higli sahools andi colleges to reading adt aperturant libri.'This feature maigtit also witli great acivantage be introducedinto oven the Pass Examina fions of the University, anid givenconsiderable promîinence, under due limitations, of course, withrespect to the difficulty of the passages selected for translation.Anoflier mieans by wlîlcli more conscientious and tlioroughlwork coulci be seured in this department would be flie selectionfor examîinations On prescribeci authors of short andi difficuitPhrases andi sentences instead of long andi continuous paragraphsas at present. This wouîci necesýitate dloser stuy andi wouldtend f0 confine mueraorizing to individual wordsa'nd abstractrelations, andi tlîis alone onglit in general to be flic province ofmnemory in flie study of fie deaci languages. Tlie adoption ofsnch a system as we have here outlined, migbit require the re-duction of the namber of authors prescribeci for study on theJVaj coutrse, that îs, if only fhe sarnq relative inpoitLwe aIs aLt

i)resent onttinueta f be allowed to classics in flhe curriculum
BuIt few would doubt thiat if even ouily threo autiiers eachi year
were studied as we have described,' flit results would ho mach
beyond Whaf now follow flic study of fwice fliat number.

TH1E NEW CRITICISII
A witty Frenclirnan, M. Timon, once said, ''que le luini8tre (le

lstruction I>ubliquc doit lui-viente sa1voir parler Franeaciis.''
This remark xvas very forcibiy recalicci fo my mind by reading
the article by Mr. J. E. Collins in a recent iýsue of the JVeek on
'Englisli-Canaulian Literattu-re." Onie is reasonably enfitled fo

expect fliat a writcr on sucli a subjeet, andi in sncbi a journal,
wonld show a dleent regard for tic Englisli lanuage. But if
Shîakespeare laid a curse upon any one who shonici violate his
tomb, wliat punisienf would be severe enougli for thîe man who
lias desecrafeci Siakespearc's language ini the afrocioas manner
of Mr. Collins.

Wifh what deftncss and case does the crifie decapifafe Cana-
dian authors ! But, in fie naine of charity, wvhat have most of
these unforfunates donc that they siiouli bo roviewed by Mr.
Collins ?

Our historians have farod the worst from the critie. H1e says,
"lu historie literature wc have a number of books, most of

tlîem vcrypoor (!) the balance (!) of tlîem, not very good."1 With what
refined cruelty does fli c nii paiîisli the deliîqueiits ! Hie does
not takie a wheel to break such butterilies ; lie mnercly refers to
their books as " poor," or as Il fie balance," jusf as lie wonltl
speak of stocks and cash, anti goods, andi other base cemmodi
tics. Iudeed, elsewlîere iu this article he actually doca talk of
Iltaking stock of fiction andi essay work," and cf "lone of Our
most able lady wrifers, Miss Louise Murray " ! Alas thiat Miss
Murray shoulci bave liveci f0 meef sucb a fate as this!

Mr. MeMnîlen, wc are told, gof many of bis facta for lus Ilis-
tory of Canada "lout of tlîe air." And, horrible to relate ! Il It
was flirougli sucli means that came about ail flic carnage af
Montgomery's tavern." Snrely fluis matter oughît to be inquired
into at once. XVlat is our Crown Attorney, Mr. Foufon, doing
thaf hie bas not haci Mr. MeMulîcu broaglit to justice long ago
for this terrible freason ? If woald secta1 that flic vulgar public
have been.ufterty astray herefofore as to fli cdauses cf fuis dis-
aster. Neither the Famnily Compact nor William Lyon M1ackenl-
zie coulci have had auyfhing to clo wifh flic maffer, for Mr. Col-
lins assures ns that Mr. MeMnîlen, by some devilish necromandy,
I suppose, "gof if out of flic air" ! Truc, net ail of if, bnt
Iabout al" ! If fiese are nef flic exact facfs of flic case, I may

excuse my misapprehiension by saying of Mr. Collins' sentence,
as lie huînseif a little farthier on says of Mr. Christie's history,
fh li "i laxcèedingly ili-ordereci," andi thiaf "Iltere is no index
or device of any sort to point flic searcher te the fact thaf ho miay
desire." And, by flic way, a scarcher Who Ildesires " (!) facts
dees not deserve fo gef thera unfil hie eau ask for fhem. lu intel-
ligible English.

Thomas D'Arcy lMcGee must bave been, to say flic least, a
vcry strange man fo behave In the extraordinary fashion des-
cribed by Mn. Collins. Not oniy does lie scemr to bave been
guilty of Ilpouuding, a desk " whilc "lon flic sfnmp," but worse
stili, he is represcufeci as Ilswinging lis armis-whieu writing
hisfory !

On thie wiole, Mr. Collina does not fhink mucli of our Cana-
dian histories. Thîey scem fo hlmi to Il exhîibit none of flic
qualities fhuat make flic histories of Carlyle, of Froude, of Me-
Cartliy," full cf interest asg well atg moving pictures " .! lcre is an
idea for Canadian authors andi publishers ! If fhey would onlY
"'fll their books witlu iuteresf andi moving pictures," f0beY wonld
not fail fo meet wif h Mr. Collins' approbation, and so commandi
larger sales. More stationary pictures arc no longer of anY
service ; hley must be made to mnove solnehlow, Mr. Collins
fhinks; but unfortuinatly hoc dos not fell s how this pano-

rarnie feat is f0 hoe accomplished wiflin flic limiteci space of a
volume octavo or quarto.

In speaiug of Colonel G. T. Denisn our critic says flat "la
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