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bottom, but an expansion and lmm-

ous commentary of the old writ large

-the vision of the universe as a sys-
tem of inviolable order and law, throb-
bing in ail its ceaseless changes with
the one changeless and ageless life of

Him who is without variableness or
shadow of turning; the evolution of

rnatter, life and mind which is the
graduai unveiling of spirit; the living
organism of society. Tiiese are some

things which the University can lielp
to do for the future religious teachers

of Canada. Slhe eau give good aid to-
wards making themn educated, truth-
loving men, living on the heights of
their own time and'with ail the spirit-
ual substance of past ages in a manner

integrated as a personal possession in

their minds. If thcy are not thiat in

some tolerable degre, wliat can they

be but blind leaders of the blind, roamn-
ing like ghosts amid the cast-off relies
of a dead world, trying tu itouse them-
selves and those who follow them in
tombs, empty shelis lying higb and dry
upon the shore of time, deserted by the

freshening wave, and with rio life in

thiem any more for ever.
There is a great work now going on

in the world before our eyes; the work

of reconstruction, of reformation. It

hias always been going on in ail ages.
But we are passing through rather an
acute crisis of it just now. It is not

our Divinity students alone who are

cailed to do their share in it and quit

themnselves like men: No man de-

serves the namne of educated or ought

to have the Academic stamp upon him

who does not leave us equipped to

take an intelligent and sympathetic
part in it. We are apt to consider
ourselves ill-nsed that such a respon-
sibility should have been laid upon us;

to talk in a rnournful strain as if u-pon
us the ends of thc earth hiad corne.
Why there is notbing after ail 50 pecu-
liar in our situation. ODur religiotis
problem is precisely wliat the rcligious
problem bas always been-to find the
forrn in which ouir religion can be a
reality, a working force in our own

hearts first and then in our ownwxorld.
This is inherent in the very nature of
our faith. It is a spiritual thing, a
living relation to the living God who

is always revealing Himiself anew in

ever-widening circles of liglit as tbe

worid opens out more and more to the
expanding experience and insight of
men. It cannot possibly thien be what
is cailed a mere "deposit of faith" like
a bag of shekels wbich could be handed
(lown unialtered fromn one generation to

another. A\Iechanical transmission may

nearly suiffice for thc charmis of a sa-

vage rituial. The fetish is jealous and
rather stupid. The proper etiquette
must be exactly observed in approach-
ing him. He bates to be disturbed by
changes and wants 'bis sacrifice always
done in just the same way. Faith in
the living God on the ýother hand
means vital assimilation. We must

make it our own. If it is to be really
ours we cannot possibly hold it pre-
cisely in the forms which expressed it
for our fathers. (Dur thouights are not
as their thoughts were; our world is
flot their world. The strearn lias
widened where we stand and it takes
ocean liners to do for us what coracles
could do for them. Think in how
many voices the old message bias been
restated since the ancien t days of the
chosen people. The literai wùrd of
one prophet became the falsehood of
the next generation with whici !lhe
next prophet, his successor, the heir of


