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CAVE DWELLINGS ON EITIIER sIDE.

in 1888 I saw my first haîf-cave, half-cliff divelling
in Mexico. Here at its mouth are aIse found some
deserted cîiff and cave dwellings, but that ou the
'Urique trail n'as occnpied. At the time I thoughit
it wae only soune ancient dwvclling taken up by a
thriftlcss Indian toe, lazy to construct a log cabin of
hîs owu, and that iL ivas an isolated case not unlike
those we se sometlines on the suburbs of corne of
our big cîties, where worthless hermîts have been
known te live in caves if they ceuld be found. I
wvas yet te learn the fact that these cave and cliff
dwellers ivere te be numbered by the thousanda
when I penetrated deeper into the nieuntains. The
oNvner of this subterranean building was at the boL-
tom, of the cliii; stark naked except an animal ekin
arouud hie loins, a pair of rawhide sandale on his
feet, bow and arrow in haud, akulking around the
neareat bend of the river te get ont of sight of my
lite pack train.

After cressing the Bachochie a steep mountain
aide is ascended by the usual method adopted by
the Mexicans under such circurnatances. This is a
series of windings backward and forward untîl the
top is reached. In this mnner they ivill ascend a
mountain of thîrty degrees greater inclination than
the steepest wagon road in existence. The turna
are seldoma over twenty to thirty yards in length,
and ut a distance the trail looks like a linge spiral
drawn on the face of the steep unounitain. Se steep
a grade will they aeceud in this ivay that, when at
the top, if the mountain je higb, the novice te mule-
back riding wvill invariably be dizzy if lie looks te-
ward the hottoni. In passing over those corkscrew
trails thc Tarahiurari ceurier invariably cuts off
from ten te twcnity feet of each eud by p]acing hie
hand on the grouud and jumping te the trail below,
instead of ruuning around the corner whîch the
mule bas te feilow. In fueL, it is by these cut-offe
and aise by many on the main trail that the Tara-
humari courier, probably new the beat mountain
courier in the world, makes such phenemenal time
as that with which hie la ofteu credited, for a spced
of seventy-five or even 100 miles a day is net un-
ustual with him, a distance that will require a pack

train four or five days te make.
Once on top of the mountain the trail leada

through beautiful groves of mountain oak and
madrena trees, with an underbrush of mauzanita or
wild apple brush. In the spring of the year this
madrona, or strawberry tree, as somne people caîl it,
la ene of the most beautiful, if net the moat beauti-
ful, trees on the North American continent. It is
seldom oaver fifteen te twenty feet high, but hae a
very large truulc. This trunk is a vivid erimsen,
net unlike a polished wood, or eue carefully var-
juished, while the leaves are an intense green, and
the blossemas, which are quite as numerous as the
leaves, are a beautiful .pure white like the straw-
berry blossoumi, from which the tree gets its namne.

Coiid one be transferred te one of our cities' parks it
would attract more attention than ai the flowers and
forestry planted there, During the remainder of
the day the trail leads up steep mountains by wind-
ing trails and across pretty mesas or table lands
until Guajochie is reaehed, serne thirty miles from
Carichic. Crossing La Chalaca River, between the
two points, we get our frst idea of some of the
sculptured rock of which ive are to sec se much,
and which ini many a canon makes it seem like an
enchanted place, se beautiful is the sculpture and
se, weird and fantastic are the designs which nature
lias thus eut out. At Guajochic wc find a rude log
cabin and camp for the night. The scenery along
this inountain strearm is most beautîful. The bil.
aides are from three to four thousand fee.thigh, and
cut and sculptured both up and down the river as
far as the eye can reach. Near here je a Tara-
humari tewn of much importance, the Naquereochic
Pueble. In this tewn lives the fastest runner of
the Tarahumari nation, se it is said. At Carieliie
last year, at thefr great festival of games, lie made
one liundred Spanish miles ln eleven heurs and
twenty minutes. To anticipate our story sorne-
ivhat, now that we are back in civilizatien with a
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party of these people, it miglit be rernarked that hie
was a nuember of eue of the parties that I secured,
and which awaited me on the Guajochie, but which
Iletampeded " when they heard that I was corming
te take therri te the distant aud semewhiat myster-
ions United States of Amorica.

About this distance inland fronu the feothille of
the meuintains, that ie freni twenty te forty miles,
I thiuk the greater numnber of Tarahumari towns
exiat, and if a person travelled about thia distance
and parallel with, the foothilla there weuld bardly
be a night that they could net stop in a Tarahumari
town. North of here but a short distance is the
important town of Siaiguichio, prehably the largest
lu the nation. It is most beautifully situated in a
deep canon, and probably centaine six huudred
seuls, ail of thern Tarahumaris, ne Mexican offcial
living in the village. Numerous as the Tarahiumarie
are in this part of the mounitaina, very few of thein
are ever sccu. as they generally disappear frem
sight upen the approach of a stranger. This they
are able te do easily, owing te the great noise made
by the average Mexican pack train when it is en
route. The only way te sels them is te travel far
ahead on one's mule, and then the pereen le hiable
te geL lest on the mauy divergent traila w ith which
the Sierras abouud. I have had -oeue or Lwo un-
pleasant experiences of this nature, and have since

preferred to remain with the pack train. Sonie of
the great trails are, however, se well marked tiat
only a "ltender-foot " would lever get loat on thor.
But aleng those great trails nearly ail the natives,
except those grouped i villages, have long sine
disappeared and made their homes farther away in
the deep recesses of tho mountains. The so-cahlld
civilized Tarahiumaris are, of course, the easicet to
encounter, whule it is among the cliff and cave
dwellers that we find it almoat impossible to got a
sight of their persons ; in fact, along the great
trails deserted ouif and cave dwellings are ver'y
numereus. This je particularly truc of the cave
dwellngs on a level with the trail, but if the eliff
dweilers bigh np on the canon side are nearer Lli
top than the bottom, and they have an ontlet by
that way, they will continue to occupy theni (le.
spite the abandonmient of the lower buildings.

The second day'a journey takes us to a poinit
called Pilarcitas, or the littie pillars-referring te
sculptured rock in the vicinity. Here eprings froni
the ground water cold as ice the year round. 13e.
tween the two camps ive pase tbrongb a viou
callcd the Arroyo de las Iglesias, or the "lCanon of
the Churches." It is se called on account of tlie
aculptured rock which here abounds, and in thie
inauy spires, celumues, flying buttresses, and evcry
forai of architecture which the imagination cin
conceive and which, often res emble the eldes and(
fronts of se many of our leading churches suid
cathedrale ive get a reason for the naine. This ex*.
tends for fou rtelen miles between the two camps
and is probably one of the best examples of sculpt.
ured rock in the knewn world. Net only are
churches well repreasented in the carved atone, but
nearly everything that hueany format ail. Perchedl
high upon a celurun of rock, probably eue hundred
and fifty feet from, where it epringa from. the side
of the canon, le a wel.defined buet of the Romani
Emperor Hladrian, the buet being f ully three timnes
the diameter of the colunn on which it reste, thus
giving it unusual promincace. On another colunn
ie a spread eagle, and on anether sucli a good re-
preseutation of a turkey that even the natives re-
cognized iL wheu I called their attention te it.
Juat as the "Canon of the Churches" ia eutered, or
at least within a mile of the entrance, clff dwellers
are found on the right hand or northern side
think the highest clif divelling can be safely put at
three hundred feet above the level of the streaii,
althongh the occupants do not have tei descend this
far te reach comparatively level greund, as by an
inclined trail to the east they eau reach a gentie
alope on a canon which enters hiere. Thesé cliff
dwellings of the Arroyo de las Iglesias are net bujiit
in caves as many of them, are, but upon ledges of
rocks not unlike those near Flagetaif in Arizoua
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