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unblushing a manner as just now by

certain firm of manufacturers of chemicals
in
question, the Kesbey & Mattigon Company,
of Ambler, has posted in its works a public
notice to its employees, requesting those of
them who are in sympathy with the Wilson
Billto hand in their resignations to the
The justification attempt-
ed for this outrageous attack upon the poli-
tical rights and liberties of those who are
supposed to be in the power of the Com-

in a Pennsylvania town. The firm

Superintendent,

pany, is that “it is only fair to their fel-
low-employees that, as the work grows less,
it shall be done by those men who are not
responsible for the present deplorable con-
Even were it
admitted or provable that the proposed
tariff-reform is to a greater or less extent
the cause of the “deplorable condition of
economic aflairs,” no more forcible proof of

dition of economic affairs.”

the unwisdom and injustice of the protective
system could be needed than would be
supplied in the two cognate facts, first, that
that system has resulted in making the
industries of the country so dependent upon
the fluctuations of Congressional legislation
that the probabiiity of a change in the tariff
lawscanthrow the whole business of the coun-
try into confusion and bring millions to
poverty and destitution; and second, that it
can give to powerful firms so strong a selfish
interest in the retentionof high protection ag
to make the less scrupulous ready to resort
to such tactics to deprive large numbers of
their fellow-citizens of political freedom.
Happily, short-sighted measures of this kind
are pretty sure to help the cause they are
The freedom-loving in-
stincts of the masses will resent such inti-
midation, and recoil from the political 8ys-
tem which prompts employers to attempt it,
But, as in cther cases, there will be great
danger that in the recoil many may be car-
The pendulum
will not stop when it has returned to the
says,
~‘“such a public notice as the Kesbey & Mat-

intended to injure.

ried to the other extreme,
perpendicular. As the ¢ Outlook”

tison Company has posted in its works will

do more to make socializts than a score of
socialistic newspapers could do in a score of
years. [f the working-people of this country
should once be persuaded that the Govern-

ment mutl own the nanufactories or that
working-people must surrender their politi-
cal franchise, the day of State Socialism
would not be far cff.

-~ . >

When thy brother has lost all that he ever
had, and lies languishing, and even gasping
under the utnost extremities of poverty and
distress, dost thou think to lick him whole
again only with thy tongue ?——South.

The shores of Lake Michigan, once dotted
with towns and with natural features bearing
beautiful old French names bestowed by the
early settlers, are now distinguished for g
heterogeneous nomenclature. Scores of the
French names survive in varying conditions of
corraption, but with them are associated olq
Indian names, dozens of English names, ang

others taken from the Spanish, Dutch, Irish,

German, Italian and even the Russian.
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a THE ONTARIO EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT.

A curious and vexatious question has
been raised with reference to the Public
School Readers. These, it will be remem-
bered, have hitherto been published under
a contract with three leading Toronto firms.
The peculiarities of the conditicns under
which this contract was made will be fresh
in the minds of many readers. As its term
will shortly expire, it has been announced
that the publication of the Readers will
henceforth be open to the publishing trade.
But now comes the statement that many of
the poems and extracts which are given in
these books are used without the consent of
the holders of the British copyrights cover-
ing those selections, and that at least one of
the firms whose copyright was, it is alleged,
thus infringed upon, has filed, or is about
to file, a claim for damages. It is very un-
likkely that anything more than nominal
damages would be awarded by any court,
for it could not be difficult to show that the

advantages the owners of the copyrights de-
rive from the indirect advertisement their
books receive through the publication of
extracts or selections in the School Readers,
and through the creation of a taste for such
works by the study of such selections in the
schools, must far outweigh any loss that
could possibly acerue from the effect of such
publication in reducing the sales of their
books. Nevertheless, should it prove that
the Minister, or the Committee which made
the selections, neglected to secure the per-
mission of the holders of copyrights of the
works of authcrs thus quoted, it is not un-
likely that the latter may be able to prevent
the further sale of the books until some
settlement is reached. The raising of the
question after so many years, and only when
the contract is about to run out, gives rige
to the suspicion that the two things may be
in some way connected. No indirect pres-
sure of the kind indicated should avail to
secure the continuance of a monopoly inju-
rious to the public, however much the sin-
gular short-sightedness which created the
difficulty is to blame, or however costly the
blunder may prove. It may indeed prove
very costly should it appear that the High
School Readers and Patriotic Recitations
——the latter not being an authorized
book, the loss would fall, we suppose,
on the publishers—have been compiled with
the same disregard of both copyright re-
quirements and common courtesy.

This incident may have a good effect in
directing attention afresh to the evils of the
monopolistic system adopted by the Educa-
tion Department in the publication of school
text-books. Mr. Gage, the head of one of
the firms which have profited, it is believed
very largely, by the contract for the publi-
cation of the School Readers, acks very per-
tinently, in a letter to the Globe, why the
Readers should be selected as the only
authorized school-books whose publication is




