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EIfland sensational reports cabled from

Amnerican the correspondents of certain
weepap 8, notably the New York

should be fo be accepted as reliable, we

utr isre obelieve that the Mother

th fr eere sem to be0 no sufficient rea-

tan sesa o ig theue telegrams sthr
are satola . True, the correspondents

abpporto thuote the London Telegracph in
a m~~ore reir alarming statements. But
auli op; reihe centerion of well-informed

ed by the sno than any newspaper is afford.-
this the corr te of the mioney market, and
sbo~ respondents are obliged to admit

ote Strngn of serious disturbance. An-
nonermernge fact about the alarming an-

what isth i that they fail to make clear
ntoorground of quarrel, or even what

8l Oar anations are to make the attack.
fo as prppears, England's only possible
nteasent are France and Russia, and

tileinteti ivenanyindiîcation of hos-

of the parttfe popular dislike for England
sttePat of the French, but no French

ilty ofthorthy of the name would be
'i 7ofo Enge suicidai folly of forcing a war

Alliance adwithbthe menLers of theTriple
onlokrarmed to the teeth, as interested
tainers. Th e very fact that Great Bri-

an ng herself aloof from alliances,
is er es inga position of independence,

hihare fons of the Euroean Powers,
the ege onstraining their resources to

o rival ar 'bankruptcy in the equipmient

ghtodies and fleets, would be rash
O anything which might have the i

~ldthe ot rown into either scale, would t

0 for theit to the beami in aln instant.

be riti5 s themselves, to their hon- c
cano su , not even their bitterest r
geetdeuspec them o cherishing any v

d sins, or nlot being honestly p
ng besirous of lasting peace. It

eo. ee aken for granted that the ti
o WearIfaments of the hostile Euro- d

tr stO ar n st sooner or latr compel a s<
t f th,~} but it seems sometimes as y

hot8rvast a dawning possibility that si
ttiess of the preparations on m

cet the terrible consequence of w
Sitate a* nfict, may cause both parties ca

anotherl internai forces in one na- w

~Pitate a catmay compel a settlement, or
Srate astophi some other way. h
on no httenewspapers and

n d lgers ar onte w

ora f ery large percentage from ag
e0 to comxcited correspondence for

e. wi

t eau
Ii fie too good evidence of effec- Fr6it renceb F
~~lticly employers of labour coi

elli icalreedomn of their employees In8attempted in so bold and

173

THE ONTARIO EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT.

THE WEEK.

unblushing a manner as just now by a
certain firmn of manufacturers of chemicals
in a Pennsylvania town. The firmn in
question, the Kesbey & Mattison Company,
of Ambler, hias posted in its works a public
notice to its employees<, requesting those of
'them who are in sympathy with the WVilson
Bill to hand if their resignations to the
Superintendent. The justification attempt-
ed for this outrageous attack upon the poli-
tical rights and liherties of those who are
supposed to be in the power of the CJom-
pany, is that " it is only fair to their fet-
low-employees that, as the work grows less,
it shall be done by those men who are nlot
responsible for the present deplorable con-
dition of economic affairs." Even were it
admitted or provable that the proposed
tariff-reform is to a greater or less extent
the cause of the " depiorable condition of
economic aflairs," no more forcible proof of
the unwisdorm and injustice of the protective
systemn could be needed than would be
supplied in the two cognate facts, first, that
that systemn has resulted in making the
industries of the country so dependent upon
the fluctuations of Congressional legislation
that the probability of a change in the tarig
la wscan throw the whole business of the coun-
try into confusion and bring millions to
poverty and destitution; and second, that it
can give to powerful firms so strong a selfish
interest in the retentionof highi protection as
to make the less scrupulous ready to resort
to such tactics to deprive large numbers of
their fellow-citizens of political freedomn.
Happily, short-sighted measuresi of this kind
are pretty sure to help the cause they are
intended to injure. The freedom-loving in-
stincts of the masses will resent such inti-l
midation, and recoil from the political sys-
tem which prompts employers to attempt it. s
But, as un cther cases, there will be great q
danger that in the recoil many may be car t
ied to the other extreme. The pendulumn t
will not stop when it has returned to the i
<erpendicular. As the " Outlook " says, sI
such a public notice as the Kesbey & Mat. s<

ison Company lhas posted in its works will ri
o more to miake socialists than a score of g
ocialistic newspapers could do in a score of di
ears. If the working-people of this country b
hould once be persuaded that the Govern- VE
ent must own the manufactiries or chat Sc
orking-people must surrender their politi. -

l franchise, the day of State Socialism bo
ould not bie far cff. of

-_ . •_ th

WVheni thy brother bas lost ail that lhe ev er qu
d, and lies lanîguishing, and even gasping
der the utmnost extreinities of poverty and di
stress, dost thou thinîk to lick hlim vhole di
ami (only wvith thy tongue ?-Souith. mc
The shores cf Lake Michtigan, once dottedî tio

th ton s and with natural featunres boarin) te~
utl se d Fecl names bestwc b'y thî tht

terogeneous nomenclature. Scores of the vez
enchi namnes survive ini varying conditions of Cat
ruption, but wvith them are associated old ti,
dian namnes, do-zens of English naines, andti
ers takcen fronm the Spanuish, Dutch, Irish, Reî
rmnan, Italian and even the Russian. -ant

A curions and vexations question lias
beern raised with reference to the Public
School Readers. These, it will be rememn-
bered, have hitherto been published under
a contract with three leading Toronto firmns.
Tfhe peculiarities of the conditions under
whichî this contract was made will be fresh
in the minds of rnany readers. As its term
will shortly expire, it huas been announced
chat the publication of the Readers will
henceforth be open to the publishing trade.
But now cornes the statement that many of
the poems and extracts which are given in
these books are used without the consent of
the bolders of the British copyrights cover-
ing those selections, and that at least one of
the firmns whose copyright was, it is alleged,
thus infringed upon, lhas filed], or is about
to file, a claim for damages. It is very un-
likely that anything more than nominal
damages would be awarded by any court,
for it could net be difficult to show that the
advantages the owners of the copyrights de-
rive from tho indirect advertisement their
books receive through the publication of
extracts or selections in thbe School Readers,
and through the creation of a taste for such
works by the study of suchi selections in the
schools, must far outweigh any loss that
could possibly accrue fromn the effect of such
publication in reducing the sales of their
bookso. Nevertheless, should it prove that
the Minister, or the Committee which mnade
the selections, neglected to secure the per-
mission of the holders of copyrights of the
wvorks of authers thus quoted, it is not un-
ikely that the latter may lie able to prevent
the further sale of the books until somes
ettlemnent is reached. The raising of the
uestion after so many years, and only when
he contract is about to run out, gives rise
o the suspicion that the two things may be
n some way connected. No indirect pres-
ure of the kind indicated should avail to
ecure the continuance of a monopoly inju-
ous to the public, however much the sin-
ular short-sightedness which created the
ifficulty is to blame, or however costly the
lunder may prove. It may indeed prove
ery costly shouldi it appear that the Hlighi
chiool Readers and Patriotic Recitations
the latter not being an authorized
ok, the loss would fall, we suppose,
the publishers-have been compiled with

e same disregard of both copyright ne-
irements and common courtesy,
This incident may have a good effect in

*ecting attention afresh to the evils of the
onopolistic systemi adopted by the Educa-
n Departmnent in the publication of school
xt-books. Mr. Gage, the head of one of
efirms which have profited, it is believed
ry largely, by the contract for the publi-
ion of the School Readers, asks very per-
ently, in a letter to the Globe, why the
aders should be selected as the only
horized school-books whose publication is


