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only as a pastor coming in direct contact with rich and poor of ail nation-
ahities, but as a leader in cvery public movoment of importance. Hie does
flot think it necessary to shut bis eyes to the facts of liec wheni he i8 in the
pulpit. Thec serions are appeals to common sense, free alike fromn the
barren formulas or spiritual falsetto that set men asleep or make them
angry, and froîn the irreverence and Ioud sensationalismn that threaten te
degrade the modern pulpit te the level of tire penny theatre. Whatever
the subject, hie looks at it ai round, and tries te connect it with soine
fundamental priniciple. If there are twe sides to any question, hie presents
both with judicial fairness. By nature hie is evidently a man of strong
and irupetuous strictions, whose deliglit would be to bit ont from the
bhoulder, but whether from the soundness of bis judginent, bis Scottisli
training, or his sense of what is due te the pulpit, the general impression
miade on the reader is that of rcstrained pewer. Were we flot aware that
the worst stigma that can possibly be affixed to a Preshyterian minister is
te caîl him Ilmoderate," we would say that lie fultils St. Paul's injuniction,
"Let yeur moderation be known unto ail men."

In theology Dr. Cook is evangelical, but even in treating cf the char-
acteristic doctrines cf Cbristianity hie bases themn on reasen, and shows
that they are congzruous te the spiritual needs of humanity. This, and tire
fact that lie deals witlî practical rather than doctrinal subjects, would
entitle hini to the lionourable naine of ratienalist had net that word toc
been se mnuch abused that it weuld be ahînost as safe te label a ininister

Mad dog." No brief revicw, however, would de justice te these sermions
We h-ive read thein frein tirst to last, the irst volume of ijermions-let us

rank]y confess - read throughi since the day, long, long age, iii the con-
sulship of Plancus, when Robertson of Brighton hîeld us with his marvel-
lous suggestiveness and cleax'ness of thouglit, exqnisite as the style. licre-
is really flot a commeonplace sermion in the whele volume. J ust because ef
that, quotation is difficult, and because of the unity of thouglit that makes
oach couiplete in itself. We have nîarked hundreds of extracts, but have
space for only one or two froni the sermon oni tire difference between men's
inner and outer creeds. Having pointed eut that we do net get at the
Il ight in a mnan," or his real views, by ascertaining the Church te which
hie l)eleng, the creed that Churcli bolds, or the creed whichi he hitnself
professes and is reudy te argue in defence et, lic gives details that we migbt
learn froni his cenduet: "Just as surely as a stranger, seeing a Hindeo
falling down before the idols of bis country, would reasen te his idelatreus
creed ; se surely would a stranger judge the followîng te be the nature et
the creed enter tained by nîany amrong ourselves, say, aboeut thre Sabbath :
'The Sabbatb is te be observed by going te chureli once a day and then
employing the whole tinie in recreatiens and amusements and unprofitable
conversation, carefully avoiding any further exercise et (lod's worship, in
private or in pub)lic, whatever eppertîînity tire day afflirds fer eiiher.

Again, 'Reperîtance is net necessary tilI tbera be some
appearance of the approacli of death. It is safe and riglit te delay it tilI
then.' Or, 'It is net nieciss4ary te searcli the Scriptures. It is necessary
te read newspapers and such ordinary werks as approve theinaisves te the
taste of individuals. But the Scriptures may be unopened, except in
ch urch, or for a few minutes on Siiindays.' Whiat would be tire creed
which conduct would indicate in regard te prayer? It would be this:

Ordinarily prayer need net bo offered, or, at ail events, the fori of it will
be sufficient memning and evening.' What in regard te the Lord's supperi
It would be this : 'The Lord's sopper should net be observed, except by
sucb as are p reperly prepared ; but if a mnan is net se prepared, lie need
net give hiniseit any trouble to prepare.' I would be a curieus creed we
mîglit construct in this way-a Confession of Faith fer Presbyterians very
diffement from that framed by the divines at Westminster-yet...
nearer te heing their real creed than is the Westminster one ....
Sonietimes, tee, men will give you an idea ef this inner creed by saine
hearty but honest exclamation in regard te themsel ves or of others. I'Sucb
an ene,' you wîll hear a inan say, 'Sncb anr one is a very honest man, and
let people say what they will, honesty is the best passpert te heaven ; that's
my creed I'Or, 'Sucli an one is a very charitable man te the peor ; and
if cbarity wili net take a man te beaven, 1 do net know what will.' It is
in guci speeches that tire real creed for a moment appears ; an<l it is curi-

'r usly different frem that wlîich the man avows as a cburch member-
curiously different froni that which hie hears and expects te hear, and
woîild ýbe disappointed, perbapa enraged, if bie did net hear freint the

rpulpit."

It is needless te peint eut the knowledge et human nature, and tire
quiet, suppressed humeur in sucli passages. The volume is a worthy
niemorial ef a îninistry fruitfu] of results in the upbuilding of character,
and "extending ever well nigh fifty years."

S.Nickelas for February bas its usual wealth of story, verse, and
illustration for its youtbful readers. Diamond backs in Paradise is net
about brilliauts, but about snakes in Florida, and will be touîîd net enly
iuteresting, but exciting. Another good paper is Tite Stery of an Old
Bridge, an historical sketch of London Bridge, witih many illustrations.

THE Jiflectic Magazine lias, as usual, a judicieus selection frein ail the
ieading Old Country pemiodicals, the Fortnightly, Blackwoed and Zlurray's
bcbng largely drawn upon. The Duke et Argyll's Nineteenth Century
article on Loose A4nalogqies, Andrcw Lang's Reaîlism and Romance in the

r ontemporary, and John Morley's address on Aphori8ms are reproduced.

THE Canadian Mdet hodist Magazine for February bas four generously
illustrated papers - Picturesque Ireland, WValks About London, 7'eurist

Notes in the Bu/ta mas and Cuba, and Our Own Country. Our Own Country,
by tire Editor, is the tirst ef a semies cf illustmated articles descriptive et
the Maritime Provinces of the Do., miien, This series will doubtîcas add
niuch te the attractivencess of the magazine.

Till? Atlatie fer February lias an attractive table of contents :Fiction
by E. 11. Heuse, M. O. W. Oliphant and J. B. Aldrichi, and Charles Egbert
Craddock. Peetry by Bliss Carmen, Aldrichi, Paul Hernies, and James
Russell Lowell, papers on GJeorge Meredith, llie Medea of Euî'ipides,
Madame Necark, l'he Marriage Celeb ration in Europe, T'he Blue JaY,
Thie Colveroit Papers, Doyle's Ilistory loi the ANew Englarul Colonies and
P>atrick Hienry make up a very full and entertaining number.

TiiE Contemporary for January lias An Au8tralian Exaïnple, by Sir C.
Gavan Dtiffy; a criticisil ef Lockyer's âtetere'fieory, by Samuel Laing;
Thte Werkless, t/te §1/tri/tless and t/te JVorthlc88, by tlie Author of Social
JVreckage ; WVells Cathedral and its Deans, by Dean Plumptre; Tite Lord
was net in the Earltquake, by Frances Power Cebbe ; JVels/t Nationality,
by the, Rt. lieon. G. Osborne Morgan, M.P. ;T/te Value ol thte Iiidividual,
by Vemneon Lece ; Freedom of~ Bequest, by I. S. Leadam ;T/te Aye of the
P'entdaeeh, by the Dean ef Peterboroughi ; and The Liberal Party and its
Prospects, by R. B. H-aldane, M.P.

JAMiES RUSSELL LoNwaLL'S ess8ay on1 Walter Savage Laîîdor is prebablY
the mo8t attractive tenture of tire February Century. Mm. Keinin, con-
tinuing has series ef Russiani papers, lias a powcrt ully written description et
a J{ussiani poli tical prison. Ranch LiA iii t/te Par Wfest ia said te be written
froni pemsoîîal experience anîd observation, aîîd is valuable, net ouiy as
illustrating a peculiar phase et Western lite, but for its inferences and
suggestions as te tice systeur of steck-raieiîîg wbichi now prevaila in the
West. Tlice Lincoln history is continucd, and G encrai Shermnan bias a paper
oir Thte Grand 8Strategy of t/te War.

TIlE January number et Lippincott's opeîîs witb a compîcte stery, The
Spell at lHome, after the Germnain et E. Warner, by Mrs. A. L. Wister.
Bolva A. Lockweod, wlio is aVilI willing te be a candidate for thc Presi-
dency, tells iii Ay LÀJlerts te I3ecoine a Lawyer, the enermus changes in
the statua, privileges, and epportunities et wemeue that have been made in
the last twverty-five y cars. Eniélie Rives contributes a short stery, and
Sarahi NI. 13. Piatt, Editli M. Thomas, and Ella Wbeeler-Wilcox bave ecd
a contribution iii verse. A noticeabie feature eftVhis number et LilPpin-
cott's is tlîat ail the signed articles are by ladies.

Harpl-er's for February bias an unusually large number et illustrated
articles, and the litemary character et tire nuniber ia well up te tic
standard. -Felx Buhot, Painter and Etcher, givea anr intemesting acceunt
efthis artiat witlî illustrations et bis work. Quc'bec, by C. H. Famnham,
wvith illustrations by Sandiraur and others, wili be et special intcmest te
(Janadian meaders. Tije peetry is contmibuted by C. P. Crancli, Emélie
Rives and Elleiî M. flutchinson. Politica, sociology, travel, art, litemature
are aIl wortliily represented. Mr. HIowclls, wbo conduets the Editor's
study, i8 getting many mubs froin brother writers, but bie always minres bis
deparincent attractive, even if bis litemary judgînents do net iavariably
conmmand approval.

.Scribner's Magazine fer February gives cenitinuing evidence that it is
noV te be in any respect bchîind its eider and better-known centomporaries.
Tiie illustrations are nurnerous andI unînîstakabiy good ; and thc articles
ciler a very judcioua selection et entertaining and instructive reading.
illendelqsohtn's Letters to -illosc/teles gives mucli interesting information
respecting the great conmposer. Mr. R. L. Stevenson conitributes a paper
entitled T/te Lantern-Bearers, which centains nîany àutebiegraphical mcmi-
nîscences whicb give it a doublcd interest. Perbapa the moat attractive
featume in the nuniber is a well-wmitten and profusely iilustmated article on
Volcanioe8, by Professer N. S. Shaler. It contains a translation et thc
taîneus lette-s et the younger Pliny, descriptive et thc emuption et Vcsuvius
in A. D. 63.

A Battie it/t the Sioux, by L. B. Platt, is the opening article in thc Cos-
mopolitan for Febmuaî-y. he striking illustrations will at once attract tire at-
tention et tie eader ; but the letter-presa will net be tourid disappointing-
§1/e ]Jook A uction, by Jeel Benton, gives mucli intemesting information about
books, book sales, and book buyers. flic Crime of iiicah Rood, by Elia

W. Peattie, is a clever, but very unsatisfactory-almost repulsive-stomy.
It seema te us w-e have seen another short stemy by this auther whicb had
sinîilam elements et temptatioti and secret crime. Ilave Ghosts Been Seen 1
by Richard A. Proctor, Thte Italians q/ New York, by Viola Rosebomo,
and Clubs and Club Lule in Paris, are contributions et meit te tuaS
number.

THE Magazine of American History for Fcbruamy is most decidedly a
Washingtou number. Portraits et Washington and et Martba Washing-
ton; pictures et Wasbington's home and et Washingten's pcw ; a paper on
Washington by the editor ; Unpubli8ied Washington, Letters, an acceunt
et Washington as an Angler, dedicatcd te Presideut Cleveland, witb a
reply frein the latter, remarking on tic absence et details as te tire resuit
et the tirat Presideut's fishing, and wondering if it is because tic father
et bis country could net even tell a lie about has fisbing, exploits ; original
documents about Washington; miner tapics about Washingtenu; notes
about Washington, and, reviews et books about Washington niay net be
tee uîuci in ene number for an ardent admirer et Washington, but Mnost
readers, wc think, wili lic disposed te cmy Il eugi 1
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