
W FIEN the' first îîews of li horrible cataistrophîlei iku' thîît of the' Boyertown lioloeaiiat riclches
lis ive beconiie strickemi with svitnpathetie grief for'
tihe victinis and their bereaveà stirvivoî's, theit as
%v' read the terrifving- accîiunts of iîow the catas-

I tophie nvi'tire i'i<'i(t th e <'Ieleti ng cletails tof tuie
andIcrtl <tutt-i ltil'itîg id thei deii'< frot the'

îîîass oir'tl;itl' hi Nttive. asicz tîirselves iwoitld
siteh l horrifying holocastst be

AIPTIgr.lI.iu probable or eveil possible in the
Opipithilic places ire antd ours frecînent.

BOYE)1?'Oli 1 VN Reporters ou the' daily papers rnlsh
I)IRAS'IRR. to te lîcaa oif omi' municipal de-

piirtrnents seekîîîg sonie solace for
tlîii' riervous re'alet's. aui ini toril the niayor or the
liead of the city building dt'partnieîît telîs thein to
assure their readers that, ail is wvell antd tîtat eery-
fliing is beinig (lotie lu sat'eguard humaitn lifein
tîteattes. pulie halls. <'si'le..alitols îitîiî'
4111(1 buildings of lilce ntiutre. 'fTc' tuaiv etelztiti-
'tige the filet thlit 50111<' ft'v pI ai'a are tnt n p) to tlle
standtcard. but givi'îsîtrtte t1lùt îîi<ers %villie
isieil at once tii lia vi the ivwt'eit 1>pl %V itit the'

t'iigîietunt of te lau-. ?'ttlbem. otfli th Cît oin-
t'iNlis 5 thienîseives ini loolCiiîgý tip thte municipal

lituvs govcrfing thei c<îtstrttction of n i'tlding.- fr'-
tîientedl b?' the publie. and l as il t'eattt nait? aîIt'il
ttîî'ttta are discîtasei ail li soit' eii5' att'( viii

lt'i'olkinîended.
'Te dlail?- press is fulil ori itttervjt'îs %vilhIt <'il

ittliet tus. areli itects aul tii 'igi tttî'ts foi'r iîw tty
foi iou'ing 811i'i a catastrophei t. vî'hîî telli or th lii't-
ittros thaï; shttl d lie hrotilglt abltîî it i buiding eoit-
strttetioti. lith t tn'tti ithéit vieti lits liil i -<t îelî

gVit tieir aluîtteil niiittlt' ofi l'pt of earth. aitld ivi'
snoii pass 01t to ottet' ti gs. As seloni a- titi ptll-
lie's tierves hanve quiî'tcd tltiti ive' ititve oitlas
liefore. forgetting titi litiztlîttius <'titditioti oif îîîîî

'thlijis wIvio h'îîî'exai-titig for the mon<t' l'lève
;i;d liside thii 'r ptout isi's foî '''itt ii. iti it tîstifj

tefot. Wbieî aulothc' itoiocmist oectirrra wp shahl
Citpass tIriitgiî the sati l i 'mus antxit* v alf<I

-wi ttfficiatls w bIh agapli'ct i m'ottre' stt' iiii Incas.q
iOs,%. luit flot titi suitl a ea hîst rîtîtic taices plaît'

itt'Itiîdjateiv ini oui- miçlat will ive îtw'ake to the
îtiîîieî'staîiding of the reai neceslly oif taliiîîg evcry

i.ttsihle preautioti against the loss of 11fe in al fi'î'
:1i 8113' of tlic iiilitte fréenîteîi iy thée publie.

\\easi wiîat la thé realson for titis? *WVix does it
1*'<liire stîcit hotrrible lessoîts to forc tue 'public .to

'oiiS)t virotn the hiolleqI construction of the qtrîîletilrpq
;11 iti niidst? Thé anqiveî is.sitttpie: thimeotey-

contt~tion ebuay 1908

iinîdt forces tliat îtîilitate lîgliitst tVie itîterests of ta.'
public are toc strctîg foti the peopic's scirs'itit.i.
'public officiais." to sticcessfttlly comnbat.

These the makzers anîd ext'ctt(r of Our litws fail
a prey to either poiiticsi pressure or corrîîpt ini-

fliuetîce a nd it i.s mil whiîeu soute suvi a ii'l I al titti-
il?- Iefalis lts thlî. Vîttllit' opîinioni lîet'int'a sit strîîît
as to force tihi liitits tif otii officiais in sjîite ni' th'st'
undue influiences. Tiiere is itot a cit3* ini Caîtaclît
w'lere the repetiticît of the Boycrtoiti <lsaster is

imîpossilie andi eveit improbable.
POLITICAL Plie ahtîtost intîaieî'ahe tive atnd
PRESSURE teti ceitt itoviîg piettire gaiierit's
CORRUPT tîtat ]live %pu'iing opi it cittî's ail

INFPTJRfNCE. aveu' the I)îiîiiioi. offtlci ue or
tnt pr'otectionî for the' sal'cty oif

titi' tiiiutsaîds ofi itiglitl? pattronst tiîât cî'îîud N'îtit-
un titeir doors. As a ruIe tiîey are itîcateil iil):nie nid
t'tîgi'sti'd part of the cityv. A stage k isltîlît ai the
itatlç tor the buîildintg. seats arei. itîsh:lle'î. tite ini-
tî'rioîî rcciecorated ind te exteriiîr is tiuie'd tup
% itit a i ittie pa ilit att d ittfide ttractiv b'.lv liiidu'edis
otf xîîvaîdescî'tt t'ieetic ligiis. The' tîoviîtg pic-

jitîd iii it laîrge pere'îtagu' of cases tliert' is abstiltte-
ly nto Otiiet atvaiable aiergiate exit titat tii front

î'îtt'atce thaï; woîiîd lie %viîise tittan its(iess siîotild
alit aî'cidetît oecut tii Ilte mtachîine thit ivouitit ennits
the frontt to bectutmc igiiîted. Nuit mit' of these. s
stthiucietly vetttiiîîted tii cairry off tht' gitses anid
situtîki' eattstd liv sîtei i fit'e a tîd the vînforttua te ini-
imiates of stîci a; strtîctituc mwotld lie tiootied aitîost
ti at iniait iefitre liellp frotîî the' oîîtside cotid rcaelî

thiîîîî. Wliv sticit piaîce's are' perini ilted is a iystery
anid wc' believe Our c-itv tîhliciais wonid find it ilfi-
cîtit Io satish', titi pubîllie %'itli tu expiatiation ini case
oif a î'ittstroîîiî in oni' oif tiiett.

'fli wîîtueî' is. utot tiat îîeiriy 200 persotîs peu'-
tslted ini tuaý fiî'e andic paie iii a theatre ait l3overtowtt,
IPtt.. luit tiat stîcit lioiocatîsts are nt mtore cottimoît
tuait tue' arc'. Jt is the aîiîîost îmîiveî'sal ride tîtat
the atidliiitîce moinîs for publîic ineetitiga ini villages
anîd ini ail cities save tittse <of eonsiderable aize, art'
lîtvated nu thie <ipîer flotîrs ni' buildinigs. tire reaciîed
liv iau'i anid ofteîî 1.% %v inid i tî sta irîwit .s. h ave
t isita ill?' ii a aiti gle doiir.iiti eitî' amtii ex it anmd arc
î-tîîtaitted iin combustibile woodeîî struîctur'es. Liglît-

ilitg tand iîeatîag apparlttîs are ituaiiy stîch as to
itnvl large fire u'isks. antd it is comin to fill the

î'îoîîîs oit occasioni wviti itootma anîd deeoratiotis
wivîtcl tue ais iîîflaîuîîîabie ais tindeî'.

Titese titgs tire dotît titrough itre<î' igntorance,
anîd wvitlout a thoughît of' the risk titat is run. Do

miut.areliiteet-s ori' îgilloor' sit't ili sitei enm-


