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bare the ultimate basis of any intellectual propositions,
but to seal and certify their origin. They do not somuch
establish the truth as defend it; and, like sentinels posted
at a treasure-house, protect all the teachings and precepts
with which they are connected. They repel the attacks
of human speculation, coming without heavenly warrant ;
like vehicles of celestial make and strength, they carry
all that the divine Instructor said along with them through
the course of ages, suffering nothing to be lost from their
strong and holy girdle ; and, while with their sacred charge
they marvellously move over the earth and down the
track of time, they seem, as from a spirit’s tongue, ever
echoing forth the declaration,— He that affirmed these
principles, and enjoined these commands, had the witness
of the Most High with him ; the name of God is written
on the instrument by which he conveys this wealth of
knowledge ; returning health and sense and reason are
the strong and blessed tokens of his agency ; and the im~
dge of a broken sepulchre is stamped in the seal of his
_ dignature. ‘ .

We may, in our perversity, forsake the spititnal truth
even as thus inclosed and proclaimed. We may choose
1o go in the ways of error. We may immerse ourselves
in matter and material science, till God and heaven dis-
appear ; and nothing is left but the ground, with plants
and animals, and man as the great animal, upon it.
Nevertheless, from the fortifications constructed by an
Omnipotent Hand, — wherein they are for ever safely
entrenched, — shall be heard, in voucher and protest,
these same grand monitions, of a personal Father, a pre-
sent obligation, and a future account. They cannot, by
terrestrial might, be torn from their strong cover: they



